
  

 

THEME:   No excuse for excess 

Sunday 5th December 2021   

 10.30am — ADVENT 2 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

incl. Advent medley with pictures of climate change and an invitation to ‘Come 
and join the celebration’ in the week before Christmas—see digital signage at WR 
and QP and QP 

  

Welcome   

 

Today is the second Sunday in Advent,  and we continue our preparations for  a 
greener Christmas in which we celebrate the birth of the ‘Saviour of the world’   
in ways that will help save ,and not destroy, that world. 

So as we light the first and second of the red advent candles, we focus not just on 
the candles, but on the greenery that surrounds them as a sign of life and growth 
in the midst of winter. 

  

Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together:        

                    We light this candle as part 
                     of our Advent preparations. 
    May the greenery prompt us 
    to enjoy a ‘greener Christmas’,   
                    As we care for the world 
                    that you were ’born to save’.  
                    Amen. 
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HYMN - ‘ O Holy night (WLV) 
               
O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

    Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 

    night divine, O night when Christ was born 

    O night divine, O night,  O night divine! 

Truly he taught us to love one another  

His law is love and his gospel is peace.  

Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother 

And in his name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 

Let all within us praise his holy name. 

    Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 

    O night divine, O night when Christ was born  

    O night divine, O night,  O night divine! 

    

Introduction to theme 

This the season of extravagant advertising campaigns to encourage us to 

engage in extravagant spending on their particular products.  And we are 

so easily tempted to do so since it is part of the tradition to indulge 

ourselves over the coming weeks.  

There is one VERY good example of this in an adverting campaign that says 

the Christmas is the excuse we need to spend, spend, spend. But should we 

looking for a further excuse to do what is not right, for there is no excuse 

for excess ,even if we can afford it, in a world where there is so much 
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poverty and deprivation. And where such an attitude to unfettered 

growth, fuels the fires that are threatening the world itself. 

Opening Prayers  

Loving God—we don’t need any more excuses to do what is wrong. 

We pray ’lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil ’  when 

we say the Lord’s Prayer and then immediately forget these words as 

we head towards the shops with credit cards at the ready. 

Loving God, help us to put our prayers into action and to live by what 

we say, for otherwise we are no different from the Pharisees whom 

you rightly condemned for their hypocrisy. 

May the manner of our living be the measure of our faith so that 

others may look at our lifestyle and values and say not only,’see how 

these Christians love one another, but also ’see how they love and 

care for the world in which we live.’ 

HYMN— ‘Silent night ‘   (WLV) 
 

Silent night, holy night: 

All is calm all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child  

Holy Infant so tender and mild  

Sleep in heavenly peace.  x2 

Silent night, holy night: 

shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 

Christ the Saviour is born  x2 

Silent night, holy night: 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming  grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.    x2 
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Reading  -  Luke 1: 26-35 
In the sixth month of her cousin Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel 

Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth. He had a message for a young 

woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who was a descendant 

of King David. Her name was Mary.   

 

The angel came to her and said, "Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and 

has greatly blessed you!"   

 

Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his 

words meant.   The angel said to her, "Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been 

gracious to you.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will 

name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High 

God. The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was,  and he will 

be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!"   

 

Mary said to the angel, "I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?"   

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's power will 

rest upon you. For this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God. 

Reading  - Luke 1:46-55 

The Magnificat 

Mary said, "My heart praises the Lord;  my soul is glad because of God my 

Saviour, for he has remembered me, his lowly servant! From now on all people 

will call me happy, because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me. 

His name is holy;  from one generation to another he shows mercy to those 

who honour him.  He has stretched out his mighty arm and scattered the proud 

with all their plans.   He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones, and 

lifted up the lowly.  He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 

away with empty hands.  He has kept the promise he made to our ancestors, 

and has come to the help of his servant Israel.   He has remembered to show 

mercy to Abraham and to all his descendants forever!" 
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Music—the Magnificat 

Magnificat,  

Magnificat,  

Magnificat anima mea Dominum. 

Magnificat,  

Magnificat,  

Magnificat, anima mea.  

Sing out my soul  

Sing our my soul 

Sing out my soul and glorify the Lord who set us free 

Sing out my soul  

Sing out my soul 

Sing out my soul and glorify the Lord   

 

   

TALK   -    see pastoral letter for 5th Dec. in CWEO    

 

Reading  - Luke 2:1-6 
 

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout 

the Roman Empire.   

 

When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. 

Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown.   

 

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of 

Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there 

because he was a descendant of David.  He went to register with Mary, 

who was promised in marriage to him. 

 

She was pregnant,  and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for 

her to have her baby…..    
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Final Prayers based on the Magnificat 

(adapted from prayers by Dave Hopwood) 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

Take a moment to reflect on this past week - what were the good moments? The 

moments that made your spirit rejoice. The moments you can thank and praise 

God for. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

Let us praise God together now, lifting up his holy name quietly or aloud. 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

Let's pray quietly or aloud for those who love and serve God around the world; 

perhaps mentioning the names of places and communities known to us. 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 

Let us lift up places and people who are under pressure from "proud" opponents 

at the moment, those who need God's help and strength. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

Lord fill us with good things 

and empty  us of those desires that lead us to excess and complacency 

in the midst of poverty and despair.   

 

Amen.  

And as our Saviour taught us so we pray for our daily bread 

—no more and no less than what we need each and every day. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN  - ‘King of Kings, majesty’  
 

King of kings, majesty, 
God of heaven living in me. 
Gentle Saviour, closest Friend, 
Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End, 
all within me falls at your throne. 
    
 Your majesty, I can but bow; 
 I lay my all before you now. 
 In royal robes I don't deserve, 
 I live to serve your majesty. 
 

Earth and heaven worship you, 
Love eternal, faithful and true, 
who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 
brought this sinner near to your throne; 
all within me cries out in praise. 
   
 Your majesty, I can but bow…. 
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Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 
 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 
and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   
The Love of God,  
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all, evermore.   
Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  
 
And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

                        Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

 

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

