
  

 

THEME:  How should we respond to     

                       climate change? 

Sunday 7th November 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)   

Bless the Lord O My soul  (10,000 reasons), How great is our God, 

 Lord reign in me  and guidance on climate change action (with instr.) 

 Welcome and Call to worship  - incl. Psalm 19:1-6  
   The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2   Day to day pours forth speech and night to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
4   yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
    and their words to the end of the world. 
    In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his   wedding canopy, and like a  
   strong man  runs its course with joy. 
6    Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
    and its circuit to the end of them;  
    and nothing is hid from its heat.  
  

Hymn—’All creatures of our God and King’ 

All creatures of our God and King,  lift up your voice and with us sing, 

     Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou burning sun with golden beam,  Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 

     O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,  ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 
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    O praise him, Alleluia. 

Thou rising moon in praise rejoice,  ye lights of evening find a voice  

   O praise Him, O praise Him—   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,  make music for thy Lord to hear,   

Alleluia,   Alleluia  

Thou fire so masterful and bright,  that givest man both warmth and light, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Dear mother earth who day by day,  unfoldest blessings on our way, 

    O praise him, Alleluia. 

The flowers and fruit that in thee grow,  Let them his glory also show, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him -     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And all ye men pf tender heart, forgiving others take your part 

   O sing ye, Alleluia. 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, Praise God and on him cast your care, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him  -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And thou most kind and gentle death,  waiting to hush our latest breath, 

    O praise him, Alleluia. 

Thou leadest home the child of God,  and Christ our Lord the way has trod,  

   O praise Him, O praise Him  -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship Him in humbleness, 

 O praise him, Alleluia. 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,  and praise the Spirit, three in one, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Opening Prayer   

Heavenly Father, God of creation, as we come to worship today in the middle 

of the COP26 climate change conference may we recognise your power and 

might through wind and storms, mountains and oceans. 

May we sense your stillness in the dawn and your beauty in the sunset 

Open our hearts to praise and worship you. 

Open our minds to receive your words through pictures, hymns and prayers. 
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May the Holy Spirit guide our worship to your praise and glory  Amen. 
 

Prayer of confession 

Heavenly, creator God we give you thanks for this planet. 

 Help us to remember you “lent” it to us. 

Thank you for the diversity of life in all its forms. 

 Help us to remember that all life depends on our “stewardship”. 

Thank you that you provide abundantly, enough for the whole world. 

 Lord forgive us when we are greedy and slow to act. 

Even though we see pictures of parts of your world being destroyed we are 

slow to give up the luxuries we enjoy. 

 Lord, remind us of our global neighbours.  Lord, forgive us.     Amen  

Hymn:  God of wonders 

Lord of all creation,  of water, earth and sky 

The heavens are your tabernacle,  glory to the Lord on high! 

    God of wonders beyond our galaxy You are holy, holy 

    The universe declares your majesty You are holy, holy 

    Lord of heaven and earth  Lord of heaven and earth 

Early in the morning  I will celebrate the light 

As I stumble in the darkness  I will call your name by night 

    God of wonders beyond our galaxy…..  

 Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth x3 

 

    God of wonders beyond our galaxy….. 

  

 Reading  - Luke 12:13-21, 32-34   (NIV) 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 

the inheritance with me.” Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a 

judge or an arbiter between you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out! 

Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 

abundance of possessions.” 



4 

 

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 

abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 

store my crops.’ 

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, “You have 

plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 

you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 

rich toward God.” ….. “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 

pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. 

Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that 

will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
 

Talk  see CWEO pastoral letter for 7th Nov.  

 Hymn: Beauty for brokenness 

Beauty for brokenness Hope for despair 
Lord, in your suffering This is our prayer 
Bread for the children Justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset Your kingdom increase! 

Shelter for fragile lives Cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman Trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed Rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause 
Of those who can't speak  
 
    Friend of the weak 
    Give us compassion we pray 
    Melt our cold hearts Let tears fall like rain 
   Come, change our love From a spark to a flame 

Refuge from cruel wars, Havens from fear 
Cities for sanctuary. Freedoms to share 
Peace to the killing-fields, Scorched earth to green 
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Christ for the bitterness, His cross for the pain 

Rest for the ravaged earth Oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned Our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness Carelessness, greed 
Make us content with The things that we need 

    Friend of the weak...  

Lighten our darkness Breathe on this flame 
Until your justice Burns brightly again 
Until the nations Learn of your ways 
Seek your salvation And bring you their praise 

    Friend of the weak…     x2 

  

 Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-6      (NIV) 

The  shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 

 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

 Righteousness will be his belt  

and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 The wolf will live with the lamb,  

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling[ together;  

and a little child will lead them.   
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 Praying for COP26 
 

Creator God,   

We thank you that there is hope and opportunities to make a  difference for 

the better. Many activists such as Greta Thunberg and Sir David  Attenbor-

ough have inspired young and old across the world to do their bit.  

We ask you, Lord, to guide and encourage these pioneers and help people    

listen and be inspired.  

Help each of us to make a difference, no matter how small it seems, and to 

encourage others to do the same in our families, schools, churches and        

communities.  

Creator God, be in the middle of the discussions at the COP26 confer-

ence, inspire decision about how to care for our world.  

Make our leaders be brave, wise and give them compassion. 

 Amen                                               Written by Daniel, aged 13.  

 

Dear Creator God,   

We pray that, as your people, we could unite together to maintain and         

preserve the world for future generations. Guide and fill us with your wis-

dom to educate and inspire those around us and help them to understand the 

importance of stewardship.  

May your presence be with those who are experiencing the effects of climate 

change, may they know of your love and strength.   

One day the forests will be vast and dense and the oceans will be free of      

plastic.  

One day the streets will be empty of litter and the church gardens will flourish. 

One day our roads will be less congested and the air will be clean and fresh.  

May we learn to live more sustainably in all areas of our life and in doing this 

draw closer to you. In your mighty name we pray.     

 

Amen                                                                                                                                    Written by Lydia, age 17 
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Lord’s prayer (modern version)  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   Amen.   

Hymn -   ’Be thou my vision’  (WLV & CCC)  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one 

Be thou my battle shield sword for the fight 
be thou my dignity thou my delight 
Thou mu souls shelter, thou my high tower 
Raise thou me heavenward O power of my power  

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise   
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and thou only first in my heart 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art 
 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall  
Still be my vision, O ruler of all      X2 
 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

 As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 
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The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all, evermore.  

Amen.  

Blessing: 

May the blessings of our creator heavenly Father touch our lives. 

May we show the love of Jesus to those in our communities, 

friends and strangers.  

May the blessings of the Holy Spirit guide and sustain us as we 

seek to share more generously, use resources more responsibly 

and recognise our impact on the world.    

Amen  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you     And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

