
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 7th November 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends - How should we respond to climate change? 

As this service goes out during COP26, around 25,000 world leaders, experts and 

activists are expected to gather in Glasgow.  World leaders meeting to discuss how 

to reduce the climate change created by the rich, industrial nations which impacts 

across the world.  Data shows that developing countries tend to pollute less per 

head of population and are not responsible for most of the emissions in the past.  

But they experience some of the worst effects of climate change.  COP26 targets 

need to include reduction in greenhouses gases (net zero by 2050), funding for 

renewable energy sources and coastal-defence systems. 
 

But there is time to reverse this situation.  In his introduction to the “Earth shot” 

prizes, Prince William said  

“People can achieve great things.  The next ten years present us with one of 

our greatest tests – a decade of action to repair the Earth.” 

The 2020s is the decade for us to commit to making changes.  So how should we 

respond as individuals and collectively?  
 

The hymn writer, Fred Pratt Green, reminds us that “God in his love for us lent us his 

planet”.  We are called to be “stewards” of God’s exquisite and perfect creation.  But 

we have ruined parts of this planet by our use of fossil fuels, greed and 

irresponsibility.  In the past weeks you have been looking at individual responses 

through the alternative harvest service, green cake and litter picking.  Small 

changes that together impact on our “carbon footprint”.   
 

But what is the Methodist church doing to respond collectively?  In September 

senior Methodists and over 50 other faith leaders signed the Glasgow Multi-Faith 

Declaration for COP26 with actions to be shared within their faith communities.  In 

this service we will look at ways the Methodist church has/is responding through the 

words of the current President of Methodist Conference, Revd Sonia Hicks and the 

formation of cj4a (Climate Justice for All), a youth-led group from 6 countries.  Cj4a 

reminds us of John Wesley’s declaration that “God’s love is for all”.  They highlight 

that climate justice “intersects with many other justice issues”.  Cj4a say that this 

work is multi-generational and believe that “the Methodist family can make a 

difference”.                      Anna 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  

Lord, you set us all as caretakers of your creation.  Forgive us that we 

have been slow to take on the responsibility. Bless and inspire scientists 

and engineers who are working to devise ways of easing the strain we 

put on the earth. Amen   

           Lorraine Davis, The Earth is the Lord’s … Handbook 2020/2021  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain requests 

that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

 
'Prayer without ceasing, pray.' 

During the COP26 conference please turn to this webpage, if 

you can, for resources for prayer and then use them, on your 

own or with others, each and every day. A  small selection of 

some of these prayers are available in hard copy at all three 

sites - David B 
https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/07/Prayer-Vigil-for-Glasgow-2021-2a.pdf 
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Welcome to Steve : We welcome Steve Mayo, who will be with us at BMC over the 

next six months, for a short time each week, as part of his presbyteral training. In 

future years he will spend time elsewhere in the circuit. If you would like to invite 

him to experience your group or activity please let me know.  David B.  
 

Steve introduces himself as follows:    

I grew up in The Salvation Army as a child/young adult, before feeling God's call  

upon my life for full time ministry as a Salvation Army Officer (Minister). I served in 

this role for 16 years, mainly in South Wales, then Romford. I came into Methodism 

in 2017 as a Pastor/Preacher in the Southend and Leigh Circuit, where I have  

pastoral responsibility for a number of churches. Shortly after I felt the call of God to 

become a presbyter and proceeded through candidating to become a student  

minister, which is where I find myself now. I have been married to Dani for thirty 

years, have three daughters and live in Leigh-on-Sea.  

https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Prayer-Vigil-for-Glasgow-2021-2a.pdf
https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Prayer-Vigil-for-Glasgow-2021-2a.pdf
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Notices 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL CHURCH MEMBERS : After extensive discussions at 

Church Council and with the Leadership Team, we are reviewing our pastoral list. 

Following the lockdown, and the adoption of a hybrid approach to church life, 

things are very different for many involved in this church, and we now need to 

check ‘where you are at’ in terms of your ongoing relationship with the church and 

how we can best support your varied pastoral and worship needs. 
 

If you are not currently worshipping onsite with us weekly, can you let us know 

whether you are one of those worshipping online with us, have moved away or to 

another church fellowship in which case should we transfer your membership; are 

housebound, not able to attend but still wanting to support our work financially, or 

in some other situation?  
 

This will help us revise our pastoral list to reflect your current relationship with the 

church, and to achieve a more accurate list of those who are members or  

adherents in our church family. We would be grateful for your replies to the above 

questions by the end of November, sent to my email address on these notices or 

posted to Western Road Methodist Church, Western Road, Billericay Essex CM12 

9DT -  we look forward to seeing you again on any of our three sites over Christmas 

if that is possible, or whenever you are able to join us. Thank you for all your help 

and ongoing support –  Rev. David Bagwell  

Wanted for Queens Park Church :   

Round coffee/occasional table  

2 feet tall, it does need to be this tall, 

and 1 foot 8" across approx.  

If you can help, please contact Helen 

H, who can collect. 

Help wanted :  

The team photocopying CWEO and 

Worship sheets for distribution each 

week is currently looking for more 

volunteers. Contact  Ann B for  

information on what is involved.  

Billericay High Street  Indoor  market 

returns at St Mary’s on the High 

Street on Nov 13th, 10am to 4pm 



Contemplation Corner 

SONG COMPETITION :  

Could you write new words to the tune of 'I'm dreaming of a white 

Christmas' swopping that line each time, for 'I'm dreaming of a green 

Christmas', and indicating in your other lyrics how we can celebrate the birth of Je-

sus this year in a greener and more environmentally aware way. More details from 

me or on the A5 sheet at all three sites. The closing date is the 28th November. 
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Notices 

Prison Fellowship is a Christian organisation working within prisons either via  

prison chaplains, volunteers who visit, or Letter Link. These initiatives bring real and 

lasting changes to prisoners who take part. In their recent publication 'In:Sight', a 

couple whose young son was killed in an unprovoked knife attack, told how, not 

only have they forgiven the men involved but they are sharing testimony with  

prisoners. To find out more, contact me about Letter Link, or visit  

https://prisonfellowship.org.uk/         Ann N   

God made the earth   by Geraldine H 
 

God made the earth by His power; He founded the world by His wisdom,  

stretched out the heavens by His understanding. 

And God saw that it was good. 
 

God spoke: “Let us make mankind in our image, reflecting our nature. 

They can be responsible for all living things, and yes, the Earth itself” 

And God saw that it was good. 
 

And mankind grew in power, selfishness, desires, and wants. 

Created a world that killed at will all that was precious in God’s sight.  

And God saw that it was not good! 
 

Pollution and black smoke, trees decimated, clean air gone, each breath a struggle,  

A world drowning in rubbish, famine, floods, “It’s not my responsibility.” 

And God saw that it was not good. 
 

God made the earth by his power and wisdom, made us responsible for its care. 

May we reflect His nature, so that the world will be healed and restored, 

And God will see that it is good.  

Christmas food parcels appeal. We hope to raise funds to send 

Rev. Sammy Kagwi a donation early in December to enable him 

to purchase basic cooking ingredients to feed families living  in 

desperate situations around the dump-sites in Mombasa, Kenya. 

Each food parcel costs approximately £7 and will feed a family for many weeks. 

Can you  help? Gifts may be given by cheque - made out to Billericay Methodist 

Church, by cash to Lorraine H., or by BACS into the church account.  Each should be 

marked/referenced "Kenya food parcels". 

If you need any further information, Geraldine, Maggie K., Pam C. or Heather will be 

pleased to help. Many thanks in advance for your support. 

https://prisonfellowship.org.uk/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  12th November 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

Sunday Services 7th Nov 14th Nov 21st Nov 

Western Road A Williams* 
Rev D Bagwell * 

Remembrance  
R Gallehawk * 

Herongate I Brown No service Rev D Bagwell S 

Pause for Thought at Queens Park 

Each Friday morning from 11:45am to Noon, following Coffee Pot  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

