
  

 

THEME: Shepherds first...  

Sunday 19th December 2021   

 10.30am — ADVENT 4 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

incl. Advent medley with pictures of climate change and an invitation to ‘Come 
and join the celebration’ in the week before Christmas—see digital signage at WR 
and QP and QP  

  

Welcome   

 

Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent, and we continue our preparations for  a 
greener Christmas in which we celebrate the birth of the ‘Saviour of the world’   
in ways that will help save, and not destroy  that world. 

So as we light all four red advent candles this week, we again focus not just on 
the candles, but on the greenery that surrounds them as a sign of life and growth 
in the midst of winter. 

  

Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together:        

                     We light this candle as part 
                     of our Advent preparations. 
     May the greenery prompt us 
     to enjoy a ‘greener Christmas’,   
                    As we care for the world 
                    that you were ’born to save’.  
                    Amen. 
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HYMN - ‘ Hark the Herald angels sing’        
          

Hark!  The herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim: ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

    Hark!  The herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King. 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel:  

    Hark!  The herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King. 
 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth:    

    Hark!  The herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King.   

Introduction to theme 
In the carol, ’Silent night’, we are told that ‘Shepherds first saw the light’. Why 

were they the first, and how did God help them to find their Saviour. 
 

A new song for a ‘greener Christmas’  https://youtu.be/en3Q4mxHz6I 
I’m dreaming of a green Christmas, 

When we can welcome a new birth, 

Where the celebrations 

across the nations 

bring joy, but do not cost the Earth. 

I’m dreaming of a green Christmas, 

Less waste or things to throw away, 

When our words and actions all say 

we treasure God’s Son and world each day. 

Ann Bagwell 2021 
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 Opening Prayers  

Loving God, this is the season when we welcome new birth, but we ask 

that this year our celebrations do not cost the earth. This is the season 

when we welcome Jesus as the ‘Saviour of the world’, born for us in a 

lowly stable,  and we will celebrate that gift this year in ways that will 

save the world and not add to its destruction . 

 

So help us to plan our celebrations for the coming days so that there is 

less waste and at the end less to throw away. Help us to have fun, and 

laughter, to enjoy treats and memorable moments, but to do so in a 

responsible and caring way.  

 

Help us also, to put all our fine words  uttered in times of worship into 

action in our daily life,  so that there is  an integrity and sincerity in all 

that do.  

 

Amen. 

 

 Reading  -  Luke 2:1-7    
 
At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken 
throughout the Roman Empire.  When this first census took place, 
Quirinius was the governor of Syria.  
 
Eeryone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown.   
 
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of 
Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there 
because he was a descendant of David. He went to register with Mary, 
who was promised in marriage to him.  
 
She was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came 
for her to have her baby.  
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She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a 
manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 
 

 
 HYMN— ‘See him lying on a bed of straw”  (MH)  
 

  See him lying on a bed of straw; draughty stable with an open door, 

Mary cradling the babe she bore; the Prince of Glory is his name: 

 O now carry me to Bethlehem  to see the Lord of love again; 

 just as poor as was the stable then, the Prince of Glory when he came. 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies, show where Jesus in the manger lies; 

shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise to see the Saviour of the world: 

Angels, sing again the song you sang, sing the story of God's gracious plan; 

sing that Bethl'em's little baby can be the Saviour of us all: 

Mine are riches from your poverty, from your innocence, eternity; 

mine, forgiveness by your death for me; child of sorrow for my joy: 

Michael Perry (1942–1996) 

 

Reading  - Luke 2:8-20      

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the 

night in the fields, taking care of their flocks.  

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over 

them. They were terribly afraid,   but the angel said to them, "Don't be afraid! I 

am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people.  

This very day in David's town your Saviour was born—Christ the Lord!  And this 

is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger." 

 

Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing 

praises to God: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 

those with whom he is pleased!"  
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When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us." So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger.   

 

When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said 

about the child. All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said.   

 

Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about them. The 

shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and 

seen; it had been just as the angel had told them. 

 

 HYMN—While shepherds watched’ 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around. 

‘Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind), 

‘glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind. 

‘To you in David's town this day is born of David's line 

The Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: 

‘The heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 

and meanly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid.’ 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith  appeared a shining throng 

of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song: 

‘All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; 

goodwill henceforth from heaven to men begin and never cease.’ 

   

TALK   -    see pastoral letter for 19th  Dec. in CWEO    
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Reading  - John 1:1-5, 14    

 In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  From the very beginning the Word was with God.  Through him 

God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made without him. The 

Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people.  The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out  The Word became 

a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the 

glory which he received as the Father's only Son. 
   

Final Prayers   
 

Creator of our common home, 

You fill the earth and sea and sky with life 

Forgive us our neglect of your creation 

The choking waste of our pollution 

The damage done by careless habits 

And our indifference to future generations. 

Help us to amend our lives 

To refuse more plastic if we can’t reuse it 

To lift our voice for lasting change 

And to live well and gently on the earth 

To the glory of your Son, the Living Word 

Through whom you made this fragile world.  

Amen. 

Rt Revd Steven Croft   Bishop of Oxford 

 

Creator God, 

Thank you for the waters of the earth, 

for the life-sustaining rains, 

lakes, and deep oceans. 

Keep us mindful of how precious these are, 

and how vulnerable they are. 
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Help us to work together for clean water, 

and for the sharing of it with those who have need of it today. 

Amen. 

Rt Revd Christine Hardman   Bishop of Newcastle 

 

An Advent Prayer for hope at Christmas  

Holy God, 

when angels visited the shepherds, they sang for peace on earth. 

Yet as we look out on your world, we see that there is still much conflict, war, 

injustice and poverty. 

 

Holy God,  

when an angel visited Mary, he whispered to her not to be afraid. 

Yet as we look out on our communities, we see much fear and anxiety, so 

much that is not as you would have it be, Lord God. 

 

Holy God,  

when you came, as a baby, to a refugee family 2000 years ago, 

You showed the world that every human life matters, 

That every person’s potential can be fulfilled, 

And that there is hope for a better kind of world. 

 

Holy God, come to us again this Christmas, come and bring your hope. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

 
HYMN  - ‘It came upon a midnight clear’ 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King!' 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
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Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled; 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing; 
and ever o'er it, Babel sounds the blessèd angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 
and man, at war with man, hears not the love-song which they bring. 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing! 

 For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendours fling, 
and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

 
 Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 
 
 As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 
and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   
The Love of God,  
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all, evermore.   
Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  

 The peace of the Lord be always with you  
 And also with you  
 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

                        Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

