
  

 

THEME: I’m dreaming…. 

Saturday 25th December 2021   

 10.30am — CHRISTMAS DAY 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

incl. Intro to Green Christmas, I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, ‘Silent night’ 
with pictures of climate change  ‘God be in my head’ and in my understanding . 
Modern nativity scene   
 

Welcome       Happy Christmas. We’ve been preparing throughout Advent for a 

greener Christmas and today is the day we celebrate in that greener way. So the 
focus shifts from the four red advent candles and the greenery below to the 
central white candle that represents the birth and presence of  Jesus who is for 
all time ‘Immanuel  - God with us’. 
 

Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together:    

                  We light the central candle as a sign of your birth. 
    Today is Christmas Day, the birth day of Jesus. 

    And as the candle burns we offer you our worship,  
    and celebrate the gift of Jesus. 

                 Born for us, as one of us. Amen.      
                      

HYMN - ‘ Come and join celebration’  
          

     Come and join the celebration, it's a very special day  

     Come and share our jubilation; there's a new King born today!  
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See, the shepherds, hurry down to Bethlehem,  

Gaze in wonder at the Son of God who lay before them  

      Come and…………. 

Wise men journey, led to worship by a star  

Kneel in homage, bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so  

      Come and ……... 

‘God is with us" , round the world the message bring  

He is with us ,"Welcome", all the bells on earth are pealing  

      Come and ……….. 

Introduction to theme 
In Matthews Gospel, God guides the wise men who come to worship Jesus with 

dreams that help them make the right decisions. And Joseph too is guided by God 

through dreams, that show when the time is right for him to flee to Egypt and 

then to return to Nazareth.  Throughout the bible God speaks to his people not 

only face to face but through their unconscious dreams; all of which is the work 

of the Holy Spirit as we read in Acts 2 that the followers of Jesus will have visions 

and dreams of a better world. Today in our celebrations of the birth of Jesus we 

too listen to the Spirit and  dream a dream of a better  world, This time not 

wishing for a white Christmas, with just enough snow to make it look pretty but 

not enough to stop us doing all the other stuff. No this year we are dreaming of a 

green Christmas where the celebrations still bring joy but do not cost the earth. 

A new song for a ‘greener Christmas’  https://youtu.be/en3Q4mxHz6I 

I’m dreaming of a green Christmas, 

When we can welcome a new birth, 

Where the celebrations 

across the nations 

bring joy, but do not cost the Earth. 

I’m dreaming of a green Christmas, 

Less waste or things to throw away, 

When our words and actions all say 

we treasure God’s Son and world each day.                 Ann Bagwell 2021 
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Opening Prayers  

Loving God, as we listen for your voice throughout this day and into the night, 

speak to us, in words of wisdom and love, that we may make wise choices and 

be led to places and people where we can share your love in word and deed.  

 

Bless all those who will have been helped this day by FoodBank or other 

groups who will bring food and blessing in the midst of what can, for some, be 

the loneliest of days. 

Help us to care for our family and friends as we lift up each other in prayer . 

We think especially of those we have heard from who are in any form of 

distress anxiety or difficulty. May they find in the birth of Jesus a Saviour who 

will help them in ways that the world cannot give. 

And finally we pray that the one born this day will also be the Saviour of a 

world in need . May the coming year be a year in which governments and 

individuals, businesses large and small, communities and families of whatever 

race of creed, do all they can to cherish and care for a world that is dying and 

with your creativity bring new birth and new life.     Amen. 

 

 Reading  -  Matthew 1:18-23  
  

This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother Mary was 
engaged to Joseph, but before they were married, she found out that she was 
going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit. Joseph was a man who always did 
what was right, but he did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; so he made 
plans to break the engagement privately. While he was thinking about this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, descendant 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife. For it is by the Holy 
Spirit that she has conceived. She will have a son, and you will name him 
Jesus—because he will save his people from their sins."  
 
Now all this happened in order to make come true what the Lord had said 
through the prophet, "A virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he 
will be called Immanuel", which means, "God is with us". 
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 HYMN— ‘Like a candle ‘ 
Like a candle flame, flickering small in our darkness. 

Uncreated light shines through infant eyes. 

   God is with us, alleluia. (God is with us, alleluia.) 

   Come to save us, alleluia.( Come to save us.) Alleluia!  
 

Stars and angels sing, yet the earth sleeps in shadows; 

can this tiny spark set a world on fire? 
 

    God is with us, alleluia…... 

Yet his light shall shine, from our lives, Spirit blazing, 

as we touch the flame of his holy fire. 

   God is with us, alleluia…... 

  Reading  - Matthew 2:1-6, 11-12 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod 

was king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East 

to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? 

We saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship 

him." When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was 

everyone else in Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the 

teachers of the Law and asked them, "Where will the Messiah be born?" "In the 

town of Bethlehem in Judea," they answered. "For this is what the prophet 

wrote: 'Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you are by no means the least of the 

leading cities of Judah; for from you will come a leader who will guide my 

people Israel.' "  
 

   Herod tells the wise men that they are to let him know where the child is, so    

   that he too can ‘worship him’. Not knowing his true intentions they agree and  

   we pick up the story in verse 11 when guided by the star they find the place   

   where he is 

When they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped 

him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and 

presented them to him. But they returned to their country by another road, 

since God had warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod. 
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 HYMN—’The first Noel’ 

The first Noel the angel did say 

was to Bethlehem’s shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they, lay keeping their sheep 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

    Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of Israel. 

Then wise men from a country far looked up and saw a guiding star  

They travelled on by night and day, to reach the place where Jesus lay. 

   Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of Israel. 

At Bethlehem they entered in, on bended knee they worshipped him, 

They offered there in his presence, 

Their gold and myrrh and frankincense . 

 

    Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of Israel. 

Then let us all with one accord, sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

For Christ has our salvations wrought, 

and with his blood mankind has bought. 

     Noel, noel, noel, noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

Reading—Matthew 2:13-23 

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph and said, "Herod will be looking for the child in order to kill him. So 

get up, take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay there 

until I tell you to leave." Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and 

left during the night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod died. ….After 

Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go back to the land 

of Israel, because those who tried to kill the child are dead." So Joseph got 

up, took the child and his mother, and went back to Israel. But when 
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Joseph heard that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as king of Judea, 

he was afraid to go there. He was given more instructions in a dream, so he 

went to the province of Galilee and made his home in a town named 

Nazareth.   

   

TALK   -    see pastoral letter for 25th  Dec. in CWEO    

 

HYMN - ’We three kings of orient are’ 

We three kings of orient are Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain Following yonder star 

        O star of wonder, star of night , star with royal beauty bright 
        Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain gold I bring to crown Him again 
King for ever, ceasing never over us all to reign 

        O star of wonder….. 

Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a Deity nigh 
Prayer and praising voices raising, worshipping God on high 

       O star of wonder…. 

Myrrh is mine It's bitter perfume, breathes a life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying sealed in the stone cold tomb 

      O star of wonder…. 

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice 
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. sounds through the earth and skies. 

      O star of wonder…. 
 
 

Final Prayers   
 

Christ, for whom there was no room in the inn, 

give courage to all who are homeless; 

in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Christ, who fled into Egypt, 

give comfort to all refugees; 



7 

 

in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Christ, who fasted in the desert, 

give relief to all who are starving; 

in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Christ, who hung in agony on the cross, 

give strength to all who suffer; 

in your mercy hear our prayer. 

 So make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 

 HYMN  - ‘O come all ye faithful ‘ (as sung by Frodsham Methodist Church) 

 

O come, all ye faithful joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the King of angels: 

   O come, let us adore him, x3    Christ the Lord! 

True God of true God, Light of Light  

lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father,  begotten, not created:  

   O come... 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,  

leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 

  O come… 
 

Lo, star-led chieftains, Magi, Christ adoring 

offer him incense, gold, and myrrh;  

we to the Christ-child  bring our hearts' oblations: 

   O come... 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 

‘Glory to God in the highest:’ 

    O come… 
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 Yea Lord we greet thee 

 born this happy morning 

 Jesus to thee be glory given  

 Word of the Father , now in flesh appearing  

   O come… 

 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 
 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 
and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   
The Love of God,  
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all, evermore.   
Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you  
 And also with you  
 
 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

                        Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

