
  

 

THEME: Covenant pt. 1   -  a new beginning 

     

Sunday 2nd January 2022   

 10.30am   

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

  
 

Welcome  
Happy  New Year. In these first two Sundays of 2022 we explore the words and 
phrases of the Methodist Covenant service; a service that dates back to the time 
of John Wesley , has been revised many times, but retains a unique place in the 
Methodist approach to discipleship and spiritual growth. 
 

Call to worship  — in the words of Charles Wesley 
 
   

We worship together as we say together:    

                 Come, let us use the grace divine, and all, with one accord, 
                 In a perpetual cov'nant join ourselves to Christ the Lord: 
 
We will ‘give up ourselves, through Jesu's power, His name to glorify; 
And promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 
 
                 The cov'nant we this moment make, be ever kept in mind: 
                 We will no more our God forsake, or cast his words behind. 
 
And so as we make our solemn vow we pray  
‘Come down and meet us now. ‘ Amen. 
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Introduction 

Our hymns, come this week  from the pen of Charles Wesley, as he sets the 
teaching of the church to music, and makes it memorable. Methodist was ‘born 
in song’, and  has always used hymns and now worship songs to express its faith, 
and understanding of God,. And so we have the biblical insights of Charles’ 
hymns sitting alongside the preaching of John, and together  enabling a worship 
of both heart and mind. 

 

                     

HYMN - ‘ O for a thousand tongues to sing’  
 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 

My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honours of your name. 

Jesus — the name that charms our fears, 

that bids our sorrows cease; 

'tis music in the sinner's ears, 

'tis life, and health, and peace. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 

he sets the prisoner free; 

his blood can make the foulest clean, 

his blood availed for me. 

He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 

new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice; 

the humble poor believe. 

See all your sins on Jesus laid: 

the Lamb of God was slain; 
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his soul was once an offering made 

that all may heaven gain. 

In Christ, our Head, you then shall know, 

shall feel, your sins forgiven, 

anticipate your heaven below, 

and own that love is heaven. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 364 . 

 

 Opening Prayers  
 from the Covenant Service ,Methodist Worship Book  (MWB) 1999 - p282   

Let us pray. 

 

Glory to the Father, the God of love, 

  who created us; 

  who continually preserves and sustains us; 

  who has loved us with an everlasting love,  

  and given us the light of the knowledge of his glory  

  in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ our Saviour, 

  who, though he was rich,  

  yet for our sake became poor, 

  and was tested in every way as we are, 

  yet without sin; 

  who proclaimed the good news of the kingdom, 

  and was obedient to the point of death, 

  even death on a cross; 

  who was raised from the dead and is alive for ever,  
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  and has opened the kingdom of heaven  

  to all who trust in him; 

  who is seated at God's right hand in glory, 

  and will come to be our judge. 

 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

 

Glory to the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  by whom we are born into the family of God, 

  and made members of the body of Christ; 

  whose witness confirms us; 

  whose wisdom teaches us; 

  whose power enables us; 

  who will do for us more than we can ask or think. 

 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

 

To the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be praise and glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

                              Silence is kept and then we say together 

God of grace, through the mediation of your Son, 

you call us into a new covenant. 

Help us therefore to draw near with faith 

and join ourselves in a perpetual covenant with you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

      

Reading  - Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 The days are surely coming, says the LORD,  when I will make a new covenant 

 with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.   
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It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand  to bring them out of the land of Egypt -  

a covenant that they broke,  though I was their husband,  says the LORD. 

But this is the covenant  that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days,  says the LORD: 

 

        I will put my law within them, 

        and I will write it on their hearts; 

        and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  

 

No longer shall they teach one another,  or say to each other, 'Know the 

LORD,'  for they shall all know me,  from the least of them to the greatest, 

says the LORD;  for I will forgive their iniquity,  and remember their sin no 

more.  
        

TALK   -    see pastoral letter for 2nd Jan. in CWEO    

 

HYMN - ’Love divine’   

Love divine, all loves excelling 
Joy of Heaven to Earth come down 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 
All Thy faithful mercies crown 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art 
Visit us with Thy salvation 
Enter every trembling heart 
 
Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit 
Into every troubled breast 
Let us all in Thee inherit 
Let us find the promised rest 
Take away the love of sinning 
Alpha and Omega be 
End of faith as its beginning   
Set our hearts on liberty  
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Come almighty to deliver 
Let us all Thy life receive 
Suddenly return and never 
Never more Thy temples leave 
Thee we would be always blessing 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing 
Glory in Thy perfect love 
 
Finish then Thy new creation 
Pure and spotless let us be  
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee  
Changed from glory into glory 
‘Til in Heaven we take our place 
'Til we cast our crowns before Thee 
Lost in wonder, love and praise 
 
  
 

The introduction   MWB p287 

to the Covenant Promise that we will make next week   

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

let us again accept our place within this covenant 

which God has made with us and with all who are called to  

  be Christ's disciples.  

 

This means that, by the help of the Holy Spirit, 

we accept God's purpose for us, 

and the call to love and serve God 

in all our life and work. 

 

Christ has many services to be done: 

some are easy, others are difficult; 

some bring honour, others bring reproach; 

some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, 

others are contrary to both; 
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in some we may please Christ and please ourselves; 

in others we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves. 

Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ, 

  who strengthens us. 
 

Therefore we will make this covenant of God our own. 

and give ourselves to him,   

trusting in his promises and relying on his grace.   

  

HYMN  - ‘And can it be’   
  

And can it be that I should gain 

an interest in the Saviour's blood? 

Died he for me, who caused his pain? 

For me, who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love!  How can it be 

that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 

'Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies! 

Who can explore his strange design? 

In vain the first-born seraph tries 

to sound the depths of love divine. 

'Tis mercy all!  Let earth adore, 

let angel minds enquire no more. 

 

He left his Father's throne above — 

so free, so infinite his grace — 

emptied himself of all but love, 

and bled for Adam's helpless race. 

'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

for, O my God, it found out me! 

  

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

fast bound in sin and nature's night; 

thine eye diffused a quickening ray — 
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I woke, the dungeon flamed with light, 

my chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
 

No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 

Alive in him, my living Head, 

and clothed in righteousness divine, 

bold I approach the eternal throne, 

and claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 

 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 
 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 
and one another in the words of the Grace. 

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   
The Love of God,  
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all, evermore.   
Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you  
 And also with you  
 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

                        Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

