
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 12th December 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Is there any good news to be had?  Sadly, it does seem to be in short supply, but 

recently on the news there was a 6-year-old boy called Vidyut who was raising 

money by running 6K for 6 weeks for his friend Sophie who has a rare form of 

Spinal Muscular Atrophy and needs a new powered wheelchair. Following that 

broadcast many strangers generously donated what they could so it now stands at 

an amazing £18,000+ overreaching its original target of £10,00, and moving closer 

to the ultimate goal of £27,000. There is great kindness and love in this world, but 

we also know there is much darkness too. There are those who look out for 

themselves, who deliberately con or scam others. There are those who are 

caregivers and yet shockingly abuse the most vulnerable in our society. There are 

those who are cruel and vindictive, causing untold harm and in the worst cases, 

death as happened recently to Arthur a 6-year-old. I do believe there will be final 

judgement by God but also the responsibility rests with us to work out our faith 

every day when we suspect injustice or identify serious flaws in processes and 

systems. But we work with and through God, through the Holy Spirit and not through 

our own flawed mental compasses.  

John the Baptist pointed to the ultimate Good News: Jesus Christ, who heralded a 

new beginning. He admonished those who relied on their religious heritage but also 

offered simple advice on how to live justly. To the motley three  - the soldier, the tax 

collector and the one who had plenty—who asked, “What should I do?” John 

surprisingly doesn’t tell them to change their job but instead work out their 

repentance through their everyday lives.  We are the signs of the Good News; we are 

the hands and feet of Jesus.  

Even through adversity there is hope and at this time of year we sure need it.. Like 

the crowds pressing around John, we wait expectantly for it. We keep asking what 

should we do? What should we do?  Amongst all the flashing fairy lights, the tinsel, 

those frustrating Christmas adverts, the Christmas trees, and the wrapped presents, 

we aim to live God-centred lives everyday. We await the birth of a King who rules 

over all kingdoms, both spiritual and corporeal. We await the one who redeemed us 

and died for us. Jesus Christ the greatest sign of all – the ultimate good news 

embodied in human flesh.                                    Rachel. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 
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Speaking God, help me to hear your words of hope and new beginnings 

and share them with a friend today.  Amen’      Living Light Nov 2021  

 CHRISTMAS GIVING:  

This year we will again be focussing on giving to others in December as follows: 
  

ST LUKE’S HOSPICE - Queens Park Coffee Pot donations throughout December plus 

the 10:30am Joint Carol Service COLLECTION at QP on the 19th December 
 

CHANGING PATHWAYS – collection on the 12th December Toy & Parade service to 

which we will add our annual donation from Church funds of £300. 
 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN –  collection at Herongate on the 19th December,  

Collection at Western Road on the 19th December 6:30pm Carol service, 

24th December 4pm Christingle service and Christmas Day 10:30am service 
 

Donations to any of the above charities can also be made online with the charity as 

your reference, cash or cheque payable to Billericay Methodist Church in an  

envelope marked with your name and the nominated charity.  If you want any  

further details please do not hesitate to contact me.  Lorraine & the Finance Team 

CHRISTINGLE service at 4pm on Christmas Eve - volunteers are still needed to help 

at the service, please contact me.  Lorraine 



One fantastic knitted Christmas tree made 

by the Herongate Click and Chatter group. 
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Notices 

Anna Laughland on behalf of CTB is looking to gather a team of people who will 

help distribute meals and bags of goodies to people living on their own over  

Christmas. They will offer two things: A bag of goodies and a meal on Christmas 

Day. 
 

Foodbank are gathering donated bags of goodies and will make these available 

to the people we reach out to at Christmas too. These can be delivered the week  

before Christmas. 
 

Waitrose and Cook are donating food which we'd like to deliver to people on  

Christmas Day. These meals will be cooked by the people we are supporting. 

This follows the same pattern of what we provided last year and this was very well 

received. It is a gesture of love and support to people who are otherwise on their 

own and they really appreciate being visited and having a short chat. In future 

years we will surely return to a hot cooked meal, but for now in the current cir-

cumstances this feels a more appropriate offering. 
 

Can you support this work by delivering bags of goodies to people in the week  

before Christmas, and meals on Christmas Day morning? It is likely the collection 

of bits on Christmas Day will be around 11.30am and shouldn't take more than 

an hour. The deliveries of bags can be done when convenient for you. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Anna. 

On Saturday 4th December we had a group of volunteers from the charity 

Hopethree16 use QP for their Christmas Bag pack. This is a Christian chari-

ty that helps homeless men get housing and back on their feet again. 

More info on their website https://hopethree16.org.uk/ 

https://hopethree16.org.uk/
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December and Christmas Services 

Friday 10th December 

Pause for Thought, Queens Park, 11:45am             Susan Cooke 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th December 

  Toy and Parade Service, Western Road, 10:30am            Mark Smith 

 

 

 

Friday 17th December 

 Pause for Thought, Queens Park, 11:45am        Rev David Bagwell 

 

Sunday 19th December 

Carol Service with Sacrament, Herongate, 10:30am      

                                                                                         Rev David Bagwell 

 

Combined Carol Service, Queens Park, 10:30am                       Locally led 

Carols by Candlelight, Western Road, 6:30pm                       Rev David Bagwell 

 

 

Friday 24th December 

Christingle Service, Western Road, 4pm                  Rev David Bagwell 

Pre-booking, is essential . Call Lorraine. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 25th December 

Christmas morning service, Western Road, 10.30am  

 Rev David Bagwell 

 

 

Sunday 26th December 

 No services 

 

Sunday 2nd January 

Service, Western Road, 10:30 am   Geraldine Hanton 

Covenant Service, Herongate, 10:30am  Rev David Bagwell 
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Encouragement 

Notices 

Toy Service/Parade service -12th December WR  

This week’s parade service taking place at WR  is led by Mark Smith  with dona-

tions going once more to Changing Pathways (Woman’s Refuge). If you would like 

to make a donation they can only now accept new toys (sadly  because of covid 

restrictions), toiletries, gifts sets for the mums and teenagers, cleaning materials 

and any baby related items such as wipes, baby's toiletries and  nappies.  They 

would also appreciate gift vouchers for the older children. 

 

Advent Oratorio Paul Spicer & N.T. Wright 

Come, Lord, and cleanse us from our sin; 

Your new, glad work in us begin. 

Remove our idols from our sight; 

Let us in you alone delight. 

Prepare us for your coming reign 

By washing us from every stain; 

Make known to us your holy Name; 

Let us no more turn back to shame. 

Call us to you from every land, 

And guide us with your powerful hand; 

Show us the path that we must tread, 

Let us by you with joy be led. 

Implant your Spirit in our heart, 

That, with your Breath, new life may start; 

Take from our flesh the heart of stone, 

Let us rejoice in you alone. 

For your own sake your love display, 

That we may worship and obey; 

Rebuild the wild and desert place; 

Let us acclaim your sovereign grace. 

     Contemplation Corner 

And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, Glory to God in the highest; 

and on earth peace; goodwill toward men. 

Luke 2: 13-14 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Sunday Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 

10:30am start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 

minutes beforehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance. 

*  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without  

internet access, printed copies of online services will continue to be  

provided, and DVDs can be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  17th December 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

Sunday 12th Dec  Online service prepared by R Gallehawk * 

 Queens Park Western Road  Herongate  

Fri 10th Dec S Cooke   11:45 

Sun 12th Dec  
M Smith 

Parade & Toy 
 10:30  

Fri 17th Dec Rev D Bagwell    11:45 

Sun 19th Dec 
Locally Led  

Joint Carol Service 
 

Rev D Bagwell * 

Carol Service 
10:30  

Sun 19th Dec 18:30  
Rev D Bagwell  

Carols by candlelight 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

