
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 19th December 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 
On this the last Sunday before Christmas we conclude our advent preparations for a 

‘greener Christmas’. By now most of the decorations will be up, the presents bought 

and wrapped, and the food and drink ordered. But what we may still need to do is to 

focus on the good news that shines in the darkness of a world in crisis; and the good 

news is that there is hope in the birth of one who is ‘God with us’ and ‘come to save 

us’. 
 

That good news comes to us in ways that we can access, understand and respond to, 

as the angel’s message to the shepherds makes clear. They were told that the Saviour 

was their Saviour, and they needed to know that for their experience of God was 

somewhat limited to say the least. They were then offered a sign that was ‘right up 

their street’ as they were told - ‘You will find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger’. God was making it as easy as possible for them to take their first step of faith 

by inviting them to celebrate and find out more in a place where they would have felt 

at home – the baby was born for them in a stable and was waiting for them in an 

animal feeding trough. How and where might Jesus be born, and be waiting for us, 

today? 
 

As we shall see with our Covenant services in January, the second, third and fourth 

steps in our faith journey may be more challenging, but the first step should be as easy 

as we can make it for each other, as we learn to tell the good news of Jesus, in ways 

that make a direct link with where people are, and in words and images that make 

sense to them. That is what Jesus himself did as he told stories about living in the 

Kingdom of the Heaven, and that is what we have been doing over the past few 

months as we have talked about that kingdom coming on earth to transform and save 

the earth. May we continue to speak of our faith and live it out in ways that connect 

us not only with each other but with the wider world. 
 

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 
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 Though we cannot love you as we ought, O Lord, let us love you as we 

are able, that guided by your light and kept by your power, we come at 

the last, into your glorious presence.  Amen 

                                                      Thomas Ken (1637 – 1711) 

 CHRISTMAS GIVING:  

This year we will again be focussing on giving to others in December as follows: 
  

ST LUKE’S HOSPICE - Queens Park Coffee Pot donations throughout December plus 

the 10:30am Joint Carol Service COLLECTION at QP on the 19th December 
 

CHANGING PATHWAYS – collection on the 12th December Toy & Parade service to 

which we will add our annual donation from Church funds of £300. 
 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN –  collection at Herongate on the 19th December,  

Collection at Western Road on the 19th December 6:30pm Carol service, 

24th December 4pm Christingle service and Christmas Day 10:30am service 
 

Donations to any of the above charities can also be made online with the charity as 

your reference, cash or cheque payable to Billericay Methodist Church in an  

envelope marked with your name and the nominated charity.  If you want any  

further details please do not hesitate to contact me.  Lorraine & the Finance Team 

A reminder that this Friday,17th December, is the last coffee 

pot, pause for thought and collection for the Food Bank for this 

year. They restart on Friday 7th Jan 2022. 
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December and Christmas Services 

Friday 17th December 

 Pause for Thought, Queens Park, 11:45am          Rev David Bagwell 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 19th December 

Carol Service with Sacrament, Herongate, 10:30am              Rev David Bagwell 

 

Combined Carol Service, Queens Park, 10:30am         Locally led 

 

 

 

 

 

Carols by Candlelight, Western Road, 6:30pm          Rev David Bagwell 

 

 

Friday 24th December 

Christingle Service, Western Road, 4pm                   Rev David Bagwell 

Pre-booking, is essential . Call Lorraine 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 25th December 

Christmas morning service, Western Road, 10.30am  

  Rev David Bagwell 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 26th December 

No services 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 2nd January 

Service, Western Road, 10:30 am     Geraldine Hanton 

Covenant Service, Herongate, 10:30am    Rev David Bagwell 



Contemplation Corner 
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One fantastic knitted  

Christmas tree made 

by the Herongate  

Click and Chatter  

group.  

Now at WR 

instead of the usual  

cut tree.  

Some images of the gifts 

to the foodbank 

taken last Friday. 

Encouragement 

1. Let Earth and Heaven combine, 

angels and all agree, 

to praise in songs divine 

the incarnate Deity, 

our God contracted to a span, 

incomprehensibly made man. 
   

2. He laid His glory by, 

he wrapped Him in our clay; 

unmarked by human eye, 

the latent Godhead lay; 

infant of days he here became, 

and bore the mild Immanuel’s Name. 
 

3. Unsearchable the love 

that has the Saviour brought; 

the grace is far above 

both earth’s and angels’ thought: 

suffice for us that God, we know, 

our God, is manifest below. 

4. He deigns in flesh to appear, 

widest extremes to join; 

to bring our vileness near, 

and make us all divine: 

and we the life of God shall know, 

for God is manifest below. 

 

5. Made perfect first in love, 

and sanctified by grace, 

we shall from earth remove, 

and see His glorious face: 

his love shall then be fully showed, 

and we shall all be lost in God.  

 

            Charles Wesley    StF 208 



Opportunities to worship together 

Sunday Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 

10:30am start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 

minutes beforehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance. 

*  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without  

internet access, printed copies of online services will continue to be  

provided, and DVDs can be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  24th December 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Queens Park Western Road  Herongate  

Fri 17th Dec Rev D Bagwell    11:45 

Sun 19th Dec 
Locally Led  

Joint Carol Service 
 

Rev D Bagwell * 

Carol Service 
10:30  

Sun 19th Dec  
Rev D Bagwell  

Carols by candlelight 
 18:30 

Fri 24th Dec  
Rev D Bagwell 

Christingle 
 16:00 

Sat 25th Dec 10:30  
Rev D Bagwell * 

Christmas Morning 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/

