
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 5th December 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 
As we continue to pursue a greener Christmas, I remind you of last week’s focus on 
waste and the need to be more thrifty if we are to thrive and indeed survive. This time 
we consider how that extra waste and landfill is generated over Christmas as we look 
at the consumerism that fuels this excess, as we find excuses to buy more than we 
need or can afford. The reason being our inability to resist the temptation to indulge 
ourselves, to treat ourselves; or in ‘keeping up with the Jones’, to have that very latest 
upgrade or fad. 
The advertisers know all of this and indeed some are VERY brazen about it as they 
sing, and I quote, ‘yes the best excuse is Christmas, it’s the excuse of the year’ They 
even talk about how, having been tempted to do wrong, you might then deal with 
your conscience!  If you don’t believe me watch the advert on https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GxnJa00hM4 
Surely we need less temptation right now and no more excuses, as we try and avoid 
what is ultimately wrong for us, for others and for this fragile world. How different in 
tone and content is this and other advertising jingles, to the song sung by Mary as she 
is visited by God’s messenger and told of her part in the coming of Jesus to save a 
needy world. 
Mary speaks of the joy of Christmas being in the responsibility given to her to bring 
new life into the world. She speaks of being lifted up in the midst of her lowliness and 
being filled with good things whilst the rich are sent away with empty hands. Her 
song, called the Magnificat, praises God not because she has won the lottery or been 
blessed with riches and power, the traditional signs of God’s favour, but because in 
the midst of her ordinariness she has discovered the extraordinary love of God that 
money cannot buy. As the Taize version puts it she glorifies the Lord who has set her 
free, from the golden cords that tie us all down. She knows that she is not forgotten, 
and that whatever the future holds God will always be with her. 
May you receive that precious gift in your celebration this year of a greener Christmas.  
 
David  

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GxnJa00hM4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GxnJa00hM4
http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 
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Concert in WR Church on Saturday 4 December at 7.30 pm This is Billericay  

Choral Society’s 50th Anniversary Concert – A Choral Christmas including excerpts 

from Mozart’s Requiem and Zadok the Priest. Tickets at a cost of £10 are available 

from Maggie K and Brown Sugar/Slipped Discs in the High Street.  

St MARY’S CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS MARKET - following the change in government  

guidance in relation to the Omicron variant it has been decided that St Marys  

cannot now be safely used during the Market on 5th December due to its limited 

size and ventilation.  

CHRISTINGLE service at 4pm on Christmas Eve - volunteers are still needed to help 

at the service, please contact me.  Lorraine 

Good Shepherd, when I turn my back on you, and try to run away, go 

round the other side and wait for me.    

   Eddie Askew. Talking with Hedgehogs  

 CHRISTMAS GIVING:  

This year we will again be focussing on giving to others in December as follows: 
  

ST LUKE’S HOSPICE - Queens Park Coffee Pot donations throughout December plus 

the 10:30am Joint Carol Service COLLECTION at QP on the 19th December 
 

CHANGING PATHWAYS – collection on the 12th December Toy & Parade service to 

which we will add our annual donation from Church funds of £300. 
 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN –  collection at Herongate on the 19th December,  

Collection at Western Road on the 19th December 6:30pm Carol service, 

24th December 4pm Christingle service and Christmas Day 10:30am service 
 

Donations to any of the above charities can also be made online with the charity as 

your reference, cash or cheque payable to Billericay Methodist Church in an  

envelope marked with your name and the nominated charity.  If you want any  

further details please do not hesitate to contact me.  Lorraine & the Finance Team 
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Notices 

Anna Laughland on behalf of CTB is looking to gather a team of people who will 

help distribute meals and bags of goodies to people living on their own over  

Christmas. They will offer two things: A bag of goodies and a meal on Christmas 

Day. 
 

Foodbank are gathering donated bags of goodies and will make these available to 

the people we reach out to at Christmas too. These can be delivered the week  

before Christmas. 
 

Waitrose and Cook are donating food which we'd like to deliver to people on  

Christmas Day. These meals will be cooked by the people we are supporting. 

This follows the same pattern of what we provided last year and this was very well 

received. It is a gesture of love and support to people who are otherwise on their 

own and they really appreciate being visited and having a short chat. In future years 

we will surely return to a hot cooked meal, but for now in the current circumstances 

this feels a more appropriate offering. 
 

Can you support this work by delivering bags of goodies to people in the week  

before Christmas, and meals on Christmas Day morning? It is likely the collection 

of bits on Christmas Day will be around 11.30am and shouldn't take more than an 

hour. The deliveries of bags can be done when convenient for you. 
 

If you have any questions please  contact Anna. 

Risk assessment – changes to guidelines 

The Risk assessment group met on Sunday evening to revise our guidelines in the 

light of the current advice from the government. It was decided to: 

• Ask everyone to resume wearing masks throughout services 

• Set strict limits on numbers for special services over Christmas that may attract 

large numbers   

• Increase social distancing with new chair layouts and increase ventilation  

       wherever possible   

• Temporarily cease refreshments after services as this involves standing close 

together without masks 

• Continue with Coffee Pot but with new seating arrangements using all the hall 

to minimise contact.    

• Set up for Pause for Thought as Coffee Pot finishes with increased spacing. 

• All user groups to be made aware of the above and to operate within these  

       new guidelines 

The above to be reviewed in three weeks or sooner depending on govt and scientific 

advice on the new variant.  David B   
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December and Christmas Services 

Friday 3rd December 

Pause for Thought, Queens Park, 11:45am                     Ann Bray 

 

Sunday 5th December 

Service, Western Road, 10:30am    Rev David Bagwell 

      No service at Herongate 

 

 

Friday 10th December 

Pause for Thought, Queens Park, 11:45am             Susan Cooke 

 

Sunday 12th December 

     Toy and Parade Service, Western Road, 10:30am                         Mark Smith 

 

 

Friday 17th December 

 Pause for Thought, Queens Park, 11:45am        Rev David Bagwell 

 

Sunday 19th December 

Carol Service with Sacrament, Herongate, 10:30am               Rev David Bagwell 

Combined Carol Service, Queens Park, 10:30am                    Locally led 

Carols by Candlelight, Western Road, 6:30pm                Rev David Bagwell 

 

Friday 24th December 

Christingle Service, Western Road, 4pm      Rev David Bagwell 

Pre-booking, is essential . Call Lorraine. 

 

 

Saturday 25th December 

Christmas morning service, Western Road, 10.30am  

                    Rev David Bagwell 

 

 

 

Sunday 26th December 

 No services 

 

Sunday 2nd January 

Service, Western Road, 10:30 am   Geraldine Hanton 

Covenant Service, Herongate, 10:30am  Rev David Bagwell 
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Encouragement 

Notices 

Genesis / Exodus People 

H A O N O R A A 

T P B M A J I C 

O E E R U A S E 

L H H S A R A I 

S S E S O M A H 

J B O C A J C A 

Noah 
Ham 
Shem 
Lot 
Abram 
Sarai 
Isaac 
Esau 
Jacob 
Joseph 
Moses 
Aaron 

Toy Service/Parade service -12th December WR  

There is a planned toy/parade service taking place at WR led by Mark Smith  with 

donations going once more to Changing Pathways (Woman’s Refuge). Zoe will be 

coming along to give us an update on their work throughout a very difficult time 

with Covid lockdowns and they plan to make Christmas as happy as possible for all 

their resident families. 

If you would like to make a donation they can only now accept new toys (sadly  

because of covid restrictions), toiletries, gifts sets for the mums and teenagers, 

cleaning materials and any baby related items such as wipes, baby's toiletries and  

nappies.  They would also appreciate gift vouchers for the older children. 

Contemplation Corner 

Green Christmas. On the theme of reuse 

and recycle I have repurposed an unfin-

ished project from ‘yesteryear’ into some 

colourful reusable drawstring gift bags for 

family presents this year.  Ann B  

A shoot will come up from the 

stump of Jesse; from his roots a 

Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of 

the LORD will rest on him - the Spirit 

of wisdom and of understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and of power, the 

Spirit of knowledge and of the fear 

of the LORD and he will delight in 

the fear of the LORD.      

       Isaiah 11v 1-3 

Winning song - 'I'm dreaming of a green Christmas' : A panel of 5 met on Sunday 

afternoon to 'blind judge' the 6 entries received for the song competition. The  

winner was Ann Bagwell. Her song lyrics will be recorded by Mike Hawkins for  

inclusion in the main carol services  and online worship. Congratulations to Ann and 

thanks to all those who entered and to the judges and Mike for making this  

possible. 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Sunday Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 

10:30am start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 

minutes beforehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance. 

*  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without  

internet access, printed copies of online services will continue to be  

provided, and DVDs can be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  10th December 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 
Fri   11:45am 

Western Road 
Sun   10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sun   10:30 am 

3rd Dec A Bray   

5th Dec  Rev D Bagwell * No service 

10th Dec S Cooke   

12th Dec  
M Smith 

Parade & Toy 
 

Sunday 12th Dec  Online service prepared by R Gallehawk * 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

