
  

 

 What should we do?  

Being a sign of the good news. 

Sunday 12th December 2021  

 10.30am. ADVENT 3 

Music beforehand :  Christ be in my waking/Be the Centre/Build your King-
dom/God be in my head. 

Today is the third Sunday in Advent . This year we are not only beginning our 
preparation for the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day but also looking for ways to 
celebrate that birth in a much greener way . So as we light the four red advent 
candles in turn, we focus not just on each candle in turn, but on the greenery 
that surrounds the candles as a sign of life and growth in the midst of winter  

Call to worship: Isaiah 12:2-6 
 

See, God has come to save me 

I will trust in him and not be afraid 

The Lord God is my strength and my song; 

He has given me victory. 
 

With joy you will drink deeply 

From the fountain of salvation! 

In that wonderful day you will sing; 

Thank the Lord! Praise his name! 

Tell the nations what he has done. 

Let them know how mighty he is! 

Sing to the Lord for he has done wonderful things. 
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Make known his praise around the world. 

Let all the people of Jerusalem shout his praise with joy! 

For great is the holy one of Israel who lives among you. 
 

Hymn: Jesus calls us here to meet him 

3. Jesus calls us to each other, 

vastly different though we are; 

creed and colour, class and gender 

neither limit nor debar. 

Join the hand of friend and stranger; 

join the hands of age and youth; 

join the faithful and the doubter 

in their common search for truth. 

 

Reading 1: Zephaniah 3.14-20 (The Message) 
 

So sing, Daughter Zion!     Raise your voices, Israel! 

Daughter Jerusalem,     be happy! celebrate! 

GOD has reversed his judgments against you 

    and sent your enemies off chasing their tails. 

From now on, GOD is Israel’s king, 

    in charge at the centre. 

1. Jesus calls us here to meet him 

as, through word and song and prayer, 

we affirm God's promised presence 

where his people live and care. 

Praise the God who keeps his promise; 

praise the Son who calls us friends; 

praise the Spirit who, among us, 

to our hopes and fears attends. 

2. Jesus calls us to confess him 

Word of life and Lord of all, 

sharer of our flesh and frailness, 

saving all who fail or fall. 

Tell his holy human story; 

tell his tales that all may hear; 

tell the world that Christ in glory 

came to earth to meet us here. 
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There’s nothing to fear from evil ever again! 

GOD Is Present Among You 

 Jerusalem will be told:   “Don’t be afraid.” 

Dear Zion, don’t despair. 

Your GOD is present among you, 

    a strong Warrior there to save you. 

Happy to have you back, he’ll calm you with his love 

    and delight you with his songs. 

* * * 

“The accumulated sorrows of your exile will dissipate. 

I, your God, will get rid of them for you. 

    You’ve carried those burdens long enough. 

At the same time, I’ll get rid of all those 

    who’ve made your life miserable. 

I’ll heal the maimed;  I’ll bring home the homeless. 

In the very countries where they were hated 

they will be venerated. 

On Judgment Day 

    I’ll bring you back home—a great family gathering! 

You’ll be famous and honoured all over the world. 

You’ll see it with your own eyes— 

    all those painful partings turned into reunions!” 

        GOD’s Promise. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Praise to you, Lord God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
We praise you for the gift of witnesses to your love. 
We give thanks for the witness of John the Baptist and his message to the peo-
ple and its relevance for us today. 
In his story and his teaching, we see the heart of your being, fairness and jus-
tice and equality for your people. 



4 

 

We give you thanks for the ordinary everyday life that witnesses to your power 
and glory. 
We give thanks that you are always surprising us and meeting us right where 
we are. 
We give thanks for your light in our times of darkness, for your hand in times of 
aloneness, for your leading in times of uncertainty. 
To you, our triune God, we offer our praise and thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession   

Loving and gentle God,  
our heads are full of so many voices: 
the voice of the advertiser – 
“grab a bargain, three for the price of two”; 
the voice of greed – 
“take what you can, stockpile and take care of your own”; 
the voice of exploitation – 
“get what you can, the cheapest price, never mind the cost to the maker”; 

the voice of reason – 
“you cannot be expected to help everyone, charity begins at home”; 
the voice of hypocrisy – 
“you pay your taxes, and give to charity,  
you don’t need to change anything.” 

 
Come, Lord Jesus, with your Holy Spirit,  
and make us the change you want to see.  
 

We repent of our sins, we turn to you and seek your love 

In truth we ask for your forgiveness 

And you give that to us. 
 

Lord you know what is in our hearts, 

Accept our butterflies of change, 

Our words, thoughts, and actions that we offer you today, 

Encourage us, support us to be the change 
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Let your spirit encourage us to be bold, be strong 

Young or old make us bold and strong in your name 
May we be catalysts of change for you. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN: STF What a friend we have in Jesus. 
 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear. 
What a privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer. 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh, what needless pain we bear. 
All because we do not carry, everything to God in prayer. 

2. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
3. Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge — take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
in his arms he'll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

Reading 2: Luke 3.7-18  

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vi-
pers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham.  The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does 
not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who 
has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 

 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should 
we do?” 

 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
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He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content 
with your pay.” 

 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah.  John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spir-
it and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquencha-
ble fire.” 
 

Sermon: See  Pastoral Letter in CWEO. 

Prayer of Intercession  

God our Saviour, we ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit 

To help us to prepare for the coming of Christ; 

For his birth this Christmas; For his entry into our hearts 

For his residence in our everyday lives, 

May we prove our repentance, our turning towards you, 

By the fruit we bear. 
 

God our Saviour, we pray for the poor and hungry of our world 

For the homeless, the refugee  just trying to find a safe home 

May the coming of Christ into our lives 

Mean clothes for their bodies, food for their mouths, and safe shelter . 
 

God our Savour, we pray for those who are powerless, the forgotten, and the 
exploited in our world, 

May the coming of Christ into our lives 

Mean fair trade between nations, the lightening of debts, the equal sharing of 
knowledge, medical advances and wealth. 
 

God our Saviour, we pray for the ravaged places in this world 

For our world which we have helped shape and wound, 

Through our ignorance, our greed and self-interest 

May the coming of Christ into our lives 

Open our eyes to a cleaner greener more ethical way of living 
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God our Saviour, we pray for the oppressed and persecuted of our world 

May the coming of Christ into our lives 

Mean liberation, dignity and peace for humankind. 
 

We offer up these prayers in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who came into our world, to bring new life for the world. Amen 
(Adapted from Companion to the Revised Common lectionary Vol 1: Intercessions Christine Odell, Epworth 

1988. 

HYMN: So light up the fire (colours of day)  

 

 

 

 

1. Colours of day dawn into the 

mind, 

The sun has come up, the 

night is behind. 

Go down in the city, into the 

street, 

And let's give the message to 

the people we meet. 

Chorus: So light up the fire and let 

the flame burn, 

Open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit 

grow, 

Tell the people of Jesus, let His love 

show. 

2. Go through the park, on into the 

town; 

The sun still shines on, it never goes 

down. 

The light of the world is risen again; 

The people of darkness are needing a 

friend. 

So light up the fire and let the flame 

burn… 

3. Open your eyes, look into the sky, 

The darkness has come, the Son came 

to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disap-

pears, 

But Jesus is living, His Spirit is near. 

 So light up the fire and let the flame 

burn.. 
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Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,    

The Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore.  

Amen.   

Blessing 

Lord, help us to go into the world in peace; 
to be of good courage; 

to hold fast to that which is good; 
to strengthen the fainthearted; 

to support the weak; 
to honour everyone; 

and to love and serve the Lord. 
Be within us and among us, 

and remain with us always. Amen. 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we 
can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without 

internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar circum-
stances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 
ongoing worship and care of one another. To watch all or any part of 

this or previous worship services click HERE to go to the church website 
archive or see website for details of all other material billericaymeth-

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

