
  

 

THEME: Covenant pt. 2   -  Abide in me 

     

Sunday 9th January 2022   

 10.30am   

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

  

 

Welcome  and Introduction      This weeks service continues on from last 

time so if you missed last week  you may want to watch and share in that act of 
worship before proceeding with this one. Today we share in the covenant 
promise, a blank cheque of total trust in the love of God where we say that 
whatever this year may hold we still offer all we have and are in God’s service 
and praise, to see his kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  
 

Call to worship  — in the words of Charles Wesley 
 
   

  We worship together as we say together:    

                 Come, let us use the grace divine, and all, with one accord, 
                 In a perpetual cov'nant join ourselves to Christ the Lord: 
 
We will ‘give up ourselves, through Jesu's power,   His name to glorify; 
And promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 
 
                 The cov'nant we this moment make be ever kept in mind: 
                 We will no more our God forsake, or cast his words behind. 
 
And so as we make our solemn vow we pray  
‘Come down and meet us now. ‘ Amen.  
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HYMN - ‘ When I survey the wondrous cross’ 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all  

    

Prayers of Confession with an Introduction to the Covenant 

from Methodist Worship Book (MWB) 1999 p285 

 God made a covenant with the people of Israel, calling them to be a holy 

nation, chosen to bear witness to his steadfast love by finding delight in the 

law. The covenant was renewed in Jesus Christ our Lord, in his life, work, 

death and resurrection. In him all people may be set free from sin and its 

power, and united in love and obedience. In this covenant God promises us 

new life in Christ. For our part we promise to live no longer for ourselves but 

for God. We meet, therefore, as generations have met before us, to renew the 

covenant which bound them and binds us to God. 

 

Let us then seek forgiveness for the sin by which we have denied God's claim 

upon us. 

Let us pray. 

God of mercy, hear us as we confess our sins. 

 

For the sin that has made us slow to learn from Christ, 

reluctant to follow him, and afraid to bear the cross: 
 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, forgive. 
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For the sin that has caused the poverty of our worship, 

the formality and selfishness of our prayers, 

our neglect of fellowship and the means of grace, 

and our hesitating witness for Christ: 
 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, forgive. 

 

For the sin that has led us to misuse your gifts, 

evade our responsibilities, and fail to be good stewards of your creation: 
 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, forgive. 

 

For the sin that has made us unwilling to overcome evil with good, 

tolerant of injustice, quick to condemn, 

and selfish in sharing your love with others: 
 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, forgive. 

 

                              Silence 

 

Have mercy on me, O God,  in your constant love; 

in the fullness of your mercy blot out my offences. 

Wash away all my guilt, and cleanse me from my sin. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Give me the joy of your help again and strengthen me with a willing 

spirit. 

  

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins, 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Therefore to all who truly repent 

this is his gracious word: 'Your sins are forgiven'.  

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
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Reading—John 15.1-10 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower.  

He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 

fruit  he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by 

the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself  unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me  is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. 'As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 

my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 

   

TALK -  see pastoral letter for 9th Jan. in CWEO    

incl .Romans 12.1-2      I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 

to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 

the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

HYMN - ‘In Christ alone’ 

In Christ alone my hope is found,  
he is my light, my strength, my song; 
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  
firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my All in All,  
here in the love of Christ I stand. 
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In Christ alone!  — who took on flesh,  
fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness,  
scorned by the ones he came to save: 
till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied 
for every sin on him was laid;  
here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground his body lay,   
light of the world by darkness slain: 
then bursting forth in glorious Day  
up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory,  
sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine  
— bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
this is the power of Christ in me; 
from life's first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
an ever pluck me from his hand; 
till he returns or calls me home,  
here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 
   
  

 The covenant promise 
 

Eternal God, in your faithful and enduring love 
you call us to share in your gracious covenant in Jesus Christ. 
In obedience we hear and accept your commands; 
in love we seek to do your perfect will; with joy we offer ourselves anew 
to you. We are no longer our own but yours.   
 

I am no longer my own but yours. 
Your will, not mine, be done in all things, 
  wherever you may place me, 
  in all that I do and in all that I may endure; 
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  when there is work for me and when there is none; 
  when I am troubled and when I am at peace. 
Your will be done 
  when I am valued and when I am disregarded; 
  when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking; 
  when I have all things, and when I have nothing. 
I willingly offer all I have and am to serve you, 
  as and where you choose. 
 
Glorious and blessèd God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
  you are mine and I am yours. 
          May it be so for ever. 
  Let this covenant now made on earth 
  be fulfilled in heaven.  Amen. 
   

 HYMN  - ‘I will offer up my life’ (HS) 

I will offer up my life in spirit and truth 

Pouring out the oil of love, as my worship to you 

In surrender I must give my every part 

Lord, receive this sacrifice of a broken heart 

     Jesus, what can I give,  

     what can I bring 

     To so faithful a Friend,  

     to so loving a King? 

     Saviour, what can be said,  

     what can be sung 

     As a praise of Your name  

     for the things You have done? 

     Oh, my words could not tell,  

     not even in part 

     Of the debt of love that is owed,  

     by this thankful heart. 
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You deserve my every breath, for You've paid the great cost 

Giving up your life to death, even death on the cross 

You took all my shame away, there defeated my sin 

Opened up the gates of heaven and have beckoned me in 

     Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring…. 

  

   Covenant Prayers of intercession 

As we have entered this covenant not for ourselves alone, but as God's 

servants and witnesses, let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 

Loving God, hear us as we pray for your holy catholic Church: 

make us all one, that the world may believe. 

 

Inspire and lead all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world: 

establish justice and peace among all people. 

 

Have compassion on all who suffer from any sickness, grief or trouble: 

deliver them from their distress. 

 

We praise you for all your saints who have entered your  eternal glory: 

bring us all to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

            Let us pray in silence for our own needs and for those of others . . . 

 

Lord our God, you have helped us by your grace to make these prayers, and 

you have promised through Christ our Lord that when two or three agree in his 

name you will grant what they ask. Answer now your servants' prayers 

according to their needs; in this world grant that we may truly know you, and 

in the world to come graciously give us eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 
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HYMN—’This, this is the God we adore’ 
 

 This, this is the God we adore, 

Our faithful, unchangeable Friend; 

Whose love is as great as his power, 

And neither knows measure nor end. 
 

'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last, 

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home; 

We'll praise him for all that is past, 

And trust him for all that's to come.  

 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 
 
 As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 
and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   
The Love of God,  
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you  
 And also with you  
 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

                        Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

