
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 30th January 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends,                                            Love is….. 
 

For many years certain newspapers have carried a cartoon strip which day 

after day and with some rather cute pictures would enlighten readers about 

the definition of love.  Its main intention to provide some light-hearted 

content, but I do enjoy reading them because in amongst some rather funny 

definitions there have been some rather thought-provoking gems. 

We define Love in so many ways. It is a ‘doing word’ that very easily trips off 

our lips in many applications.  We ‘love’ our favourite colour, past-time, or 

activity; we ‘love’ our spouses, children, grand-children… we might even 

‘love’ the work we do.  With so much familiarity comes the danger of many 

misconceptions of love. And let us not forget that annual explosion of Love 

which will manifest itself in a few weeks’ time.  Love writ large, as St 

Valentine’s name is dragged into all manner of manifestations of love, many 

of which sadly rings quite hollow.  But what if a definition of love is ‘being 

known’?  Specifically, being known by God. In our service this Sunday this is 

the subject we’ll be reflecting on.  In these past weeks many of us have been 

renewing our solemn Covenant promises, recognising in this way that we 

know ourselves to be fully known by God who loves us and calls us in a 

variety of ways to express our response to him through service of one or 

other sort.  The Bible tells story after story of times when this happens, and 

we’ll be looking at what happens when Jeremiah receives such a call.  

Initially he tries to brush it off – a very common response to God’s call – 
even though he acknowledges God’s complete knowledge of him: “before I 

formed you in the womb, I knew you”.  This is an intense declaration of love 

and being known. I wonder how you feel about being so intimately known by 

another, even God. I’ll also be looking at that well known passage 1 

Corinthians: 13 and what it has to say about love. So, I look forward to 

sharing in a time of worship with you as we reflect and meditate on these 

readings. Love is….being known by God. May that love be always with you.                              
Felicity. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 



Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  
Lord Jesus, Let me see the person before me as you see them.  Show 

me how I can respond to their needs.  And let your name be glorified in 

everything I do.  Amen. 

                                                    Rachael Dams,   Alive Devotional 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Gardening for well being – interested ? Hyde Hall RHS near Rettenden are holding 

a Community Gardening for Wellbeing Forum Day on Thursday 24th February 10 – 

3.30pm.  We would like to send a group of four from Billericay Methodist Church  to 

learn more about the possibilities for using our Community Garden at Herongate for 

this wider purpose. If you are interested in finding out more about how a garden can 

help those in need, please let me know asap – David B 

 

Request for Information: The church AGM is scheduled for March 6th, and I seek 

your help in putting together a report that reflects the life of the church.  I would be 

grateful, therefore, for those involved In activities within the church to send me a 

report of those activities for which you were responsible. I would be grateful if these 

could reach me by 13th Feb. latest. A copy of the previous report could be sent if 

this helps. Sorry to burden you with this! Many thanks. Mike T.  

Notices 

Kenya Partnership Sponsorship. Following our appeal at Western Road last Sun-

day, we are delighted to report that we are able to continue supporting 9 young 

people through secondary school or college. This includes 3 new requests we had 

received for Janet, Dian & Jeremy. All 3 are either orphans or from single-parent 

struggling families, so the financial help we give is vital. Thank you so much for 

the wonderful response we received from our lovely church family.  The Kenya 

Support Group. 



Contemplation Corner 
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Encouragement 

Love (III) 

 

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, 

            Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

            From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 

            If I lacked anything. 

"A guest," I answered, "worthy to be here": 

            Love said, "You shall be he." 

"I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 

            I cannot look on thee." 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 

            "Who made the eyes but I?" 

 

"Truth, Lord; but I have marred them; let my shame 

            Go where it doth deserve." 

"And know you not," says Love, "who bore the blame?" 

            "My dear, then I will serve." 

"You must sit down," says Love, "and taste my meat." 

            So I did sit and eat. 

 

(George Herbert - 1593-1633 ) 

 

 

Psalm 139:14  ‘I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made’ 

 “I have heard a rumour –a whisper from a distant hallelujah, 

a lonely breath of light from a long-forgotten star 

brushing against the remnant of our aching hearts 

to tell us something beautiful, something scarcely believable: 

we too are shining born, loved extravagantly 

even as our soul-lights flicker 

in the blast of an unkind world; 

even in the midst of fading evidence still, so I hear, 

a finer and more honest imagination than ours 

declares us bright, worthy and good.” 

                                            (Gideon Heugh   Alive devotional) 

https://poets.org/poet/george-herbert


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC P  

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  4 February 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

28 Jan S Cooke   

30 Jan  Rev D Bagwell Rev  F Al-Hassan* 

4 Feb Steve Mayo   

6 Feb  I Brown * G Hanton 

11 Feb Rev C McDonald   

13 Feb  Rev D Bagwell P  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

