
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 9th January 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends, 

This week I explore other aspects of the Methodist Covenant Service; a unique act of 

dedication that many other denominations are now using as part of their discipleship 

programme. Following on from last week we look at John 15 and the powerful words 

of the covenant promise itself. 

In John’s gospel, Jesus is using the image of a vine that needs to be cared for to bear 

good fruit. He speaks first of how God guides him in his earthly life, removing those 

branches that bear no fruit and pruning that which is good to bear even more fruit. 

Can you identify those branches in your own life and pray to God for them to be 

removed or pruned? 

He then speaks to his disciples saying that they have been cleansed by his word, a 

reference to the need for us to be challenged by his teaching to identify and repent of 

that which is wrong, and our service this week contains a series of prayers for 

forgiveness. Again read these prayers in advance and identify which of them apply 

particularly to you. 

The rest of the passage is inviting us ’to abide’ in him. The word means to live with, 

but more than sharing a space or abode, we are asked to share our whole life, 

communicating all our hopes and fears with one another. That is what it means to 

abide in, rather than exist alongside, and to discern what is the will of God and to be 

renewed and transformed by his Spirit (Romans 12: 2). 

In this we glorify God who, in Jesus, died to make such a relationship possible. That is 

how we bear much fruit and become disciples. 

All of that is on offer today, to those who can say with all sincerity, ‘I am no longer my 

own but yours, your will not mine be done in all things.’ The promise goes on to 

anticipate different situations in which we may find ourselves in 2022, and to say 

whatever the future holds, ‘your will be done’. And in that response to the love of God 

as seen in Jesus we enter into a relationship that whilst ‘made on earth’, will be 

‘fulfilled in heaven’. 

  David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  
Lord Jesus, we marvel that you laid aside the glory of heaven to come 

to us. May our sacrifices reflect your sacrifice; our love reflect your love 

and our lives be employed or laid aside for your glory. Amen 

  Graham Thompson, Crossing the chasm 2012/2013  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Help wanted :  The team photocopying CWEO and Worship sheets for  

distribution each week is currently looking for more volunteers. Contact  Ann B for 

information on what is involved.  
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A reminder that coffee pot, Pause for Thought and collection for 

the Food Bank restarts at Queens Park this Friday 7th Jan 2022 

when Pause for Thought will be led by Rev Celia McDonald. 

BIRTHDAY WISHES.  We send our love and warmest congratulations to Brenda B 

who celebrated her 90th Birthday on December 29th. Brenda hired a house in Kent 

and celebrated her special birthday surrounded by all her family. It was a truly  

wonderful day and we send our very best wishes to them all. 

 

We send our very best wishes to Len H who will be celebrating his 99th Birthday this 

Saturday. Love and congratulations to Len from us all, we hope he has a happy day.  

 

Remember I talked about 6 year old Vidyut who  was raising money for his friend 

Sophie who needed a new powered wheelchair and he was running every Saturday 

for 6 weeks? Well the message appeared just before Christmas on facebook:  

 “Our 6 year olds did it! YOU DID IT, dear donors! 

 This has been the best Christmas of our lives. Sophie’s new wheelchair has 

 been ordered and will arrive in 6-8 weeks.” 

The original target was, I think, £10,000 but the wheelchair actually costs £27,000. 

Nearly £28,000 was donated. All from people coming together and donating what 

they could, big or small.  Rachel 

Notices 
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Notices 

Contemplation Corner 

CHRISTMAS THANKS : Thank you to everyone who helped make our services over 

the Christmas period happen, including toddlers, Pre-School and Youth Clubs – it 

was wonderful to worship together both online and in person.  
 

Christmas Giving : I am delighted to report that we will be sending the following 

donations to our chosen charities (this includes services, personal giving and gift 

aid we can claim): 

   Changing Pathways     £390.00 –plus our usual £300 donation from Church funds 

   Action for Children       £372.61 

   St Luke’s Hospice        £650.50 
  

Christmas parcels and greetings to our Church family who are housebound : This 

year we reached out to 25 people and couples – a festive parcel was delivered by a 

small team who felt as blessed by the responses we got as those folks we visited, 

some on the doorstep, some where we were able to share a cup of tea and natter – 

we have received some really lovely thank you letters and phone calls.    Lorraine 

Update about the Christmas Meal distribution : In total 49 deliveries were made 

and spread some love, care and cheer to people who would otherwise have been 

alone. Most people were visited twice - once with a bag of goodies which the  

Foodbank made available to us and secondly on Christmas Day with meals from  

Waitrose and Cook. 
  

I've spoken to a few people who we delivered to and their feedback has included: 

"The most amazing thing was I needed another hot water bottle and when I saw 

    one in the bag of goodies I felt like it was someone reading my mind!" 

"The people who dropped off to me were so lovely" 

"There were so many things in the bags of goodies which I have enjoyed" 

"The home made cakes were especially delicious" 

"This has made me want to volunteer with the Foodbank because they were so 

    lovely and they make such a difference". 
  

It was an amazing team effort, made possible by a team of 20 lovely volunteers 

and generous donations from Cook, Waitrose and Foodbank.     Anna L 

From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun 

I will stand on every promise of your word. 

Words of power strong to save that will never pass away; 

I will stand on every promise of your word. 

For your covenant is sure, and on this I am secure: 

I can stand on every promise from your word.  

                Keith Getty, Stuart Townend       StF 156 

Pam C submitted this photo of a sunset she took 

while on holiday last year. 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  14th January 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

7th Jan Rev C McDonald   

9th Jan  
Rev D Bagwell * S 

Covenant 
 

14th Jan A Bray   

16th Jan  A Williams * CTB  S Stubbs  

21st Jan Rev D Bagwell   

23rd Jan  R Gallehawk *  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

