
  

 

THEME:   “Weddings and Wineskins” 

Sunday 16th January 2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am) Let All the world in every corner sing/
The Lord’s my shepherd (Townend version)/Unbroken Praise  *Music is inter-
spaced with Psalm 100. 

Shared Opening Prayer  

Psalm 100 calls “all lands to Praise God”.  It is a Psalm of thanksgiving: 

Open our ears Lord that we may hear your words clearly and the voices of 

others. 

Open our eyes Lord that we may see the world around us through your eyes 

and seek justice. 

Open our mouths Lord that we may sing your praise and speak compassion-

ately to others. 

Open our hearts Lord that we may be tolerant, loving and fair with family, 

friends and strangers. 

Open our minds Lord that we may see new possibilities and explore new chal-

lenges knowing you walk with us. 

As we come to worship may the Holy Spirit inspire our praise, guide our 

thoughts and enable us to follow Jesus each day.                                                                             

                                                                                                                   Amen  
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Shared Call to worship—Psalm 100  
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
       Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 

  Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

  For the Lord is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Hymn:  10,000 Reasons  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name. 

2. The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before 

me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

3. You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

 
4. And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near, and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms+100&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15512a
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Prayers of adoration 

Holy and faithful God we come before you in praise and adoration for 
all that you have done for us.  We thank you for your endless generosi-
ty and abundant love that holds us as your children.  We were created 
to praise your Holy Name and bow before you now and always.   
 

Jesus our Lord and Saviour we are in awe and wonder of the sacrifice 
you made on the cross for each one of us.  Our sins forgiven by that 
sacrifice.  Hope of salvation and eternal life living in your kingdom to-
day and until the end of time. 
 

Holy Spirit, breath of life fill us with praise and worship.  Enable us to 
serve Jesus and each other and to bring the good news of Jesus to oth-
ers. Sustain, guide and encourage us when we are weak. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit we worship and adore you. 
 

Prayer of confession 

Yet Lord we let you down.  Forgive us when we don’t acknowledge the 
source of the good things that come to us, events which shape and 
brighten our lives.  Lord forgive us. 

Forgive us when we are not as generous to others as we could be.   

Lord forgive us. 

Forgive us when we are distracted and too busy to meet with you.   

Lord forgive us. 

Forgive us that we think, speak and act in our own strength and not in 
yours.  Lord forgive us. 

Silence 
 

We are told that when we repent “our sins are forgiven”.  May we 
hear those words of forgiveness and start afresh. 
 
 

5. Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 
Worship His holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 
Yes, I'll worship Your holy name 
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 Reading 1:  John 2:1-11 The wedding in Cana (GNT) 

Two days later there was a wedding in the town of Cana in Galilee. Jesus' moth-

er was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wed-

ding. When the wine had given out, Jesus' mother said to him, “They are out of 

wine.” 

“You must not tell me what to do,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet 

come.”   Jesus' mother then told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” The 

Jews have rules about ritual washing, and for this purpose six stone water jars 

were there, each one large enough to hold between twenty and thirty gal-

lons.  Jesus said to the servants,  “Fill these jars with water.”  They filled them 

to the brim,  and then he told them,  “Now draw some water out and take it to 

the  man in charge of the feast.”  They took him the water, which now had 

turned into wine, and he tasted it. He did not know where this wine had come 

from (but, of course, the servants who had drawn out the water knew); so he 

called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone else serves the best wine 

first, and after the guests have drunk a lot, he serves the ordinary wine. But you 

have kept the best wine until now!” 

Jesus performed this first miracle in Cana in Galilee; there he revealed his glory, 

and his disciples believed in him. 

Reading 2: Matthew 9:9-17 (GNT) 

Jesus left that place, and as he walked along, he saw a tax collector, named 

Matthew, sitting in his office. He said to him, “Follow me.”  Matthew got up and 

followed him. 

While Jesus was having a meal in Matthew's house, many tax collectors and 

other outcasts came and joined Jesus and his disciples at the table. Some Phari-

sees saw this and asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such 

people?”  Jesus heard them and answered, “People who are well do not need a 

doctor, but only those who are sick.  Go and find out what is meant by the 

scripture that says: ‘It is kindness that I want, not animal sacrifices.’ I have not 

come to call respectable people, but outcasts.” 

Then the followers of John the Baptist came to Jesus, asking, “Why is it that we 
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and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples don't fast at all?”  Jesus an-

swered, “Do you expect the guests at a wedding party to be sad as long as the 

bridegroom is with them? Of course not! But the day will come when the 

bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. 

“No one patches up an old coat with a piece of new cloth, for the new patch 

will shrink and make an even bigger hole in the coat. Nor does anyone pour 

new wine into used wineskins, for the skins will burst, the wine will pour out, 

and the skins will be ruined. Instead, new wine is poured into fresh wineskins, 

and both will keep in good condition.” 

Hymn:  Great is my Faithfulness 

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, " O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

"Great is Thy faithfulness!"….  

 

 

 

 

2. Summer and winter, 

and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 "Great is Thy faithfulness!"….  

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"…   x2 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—Great is 
Thy faithfulness,  

Lord, unto me! 
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Talk:  see CWEO 

Hymn: Longing for light, we wait in darkness  
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers: Intercession and the Lord’s prayer. 
 
Response: Christ be our light. Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of war and politi-
cal unrest.  We pray for the refugees and migrants who place their families and 
themselves at risk in search of a better life.  May there be hope for all who are 
desperate. 

Pause.. Christ be our light. Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
 

1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

2. Longing for peace, our world is 

troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save 

us. 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for oth-
ers, 
shared until all are fed. 

4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 

5. Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light !  

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light !  

Shine in your Church gathered today. 
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Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of climate 
change.  We pray for those who are experiencing natural disasters.  May the 
richer nations be more generous to those in need. 
 
Pause.. Christ be our light. Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of climate 
change.  We pray for those who are experiencing natural disasters.  May the 
richer nations be more generous to those in need. 
Pause.. Christ be our light. Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of poverty and 
financial hardship.  We pray for those working with the homeless.  Where 
there is injustice shine the light of your word. 
Pause.. Christ be our light. Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of mental ill-
ness, anxiety and depression.  We pray for those who care for others in hospi-
tals, care settings and at home.  Give them strength in the dark and difficult 
times.   
Pause.. Christ be our light. Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
 

Lord may your voice be heard throughout the world, in our towns and streets.  
May your word bring hope in the darkness.  Make us willing to share your 
“good news” with those in need.  

Amen 

Our Father who art in heaven……. 

Hymn: In Christ Alone  
  

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, 
he is my light, my strength, my song ;  
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 
firm through the fiercest drought and 
storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of 
peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings 
cease !  
My Comforter, my All in All, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 

2. In Christ alone !   — who took on 
flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless babe !  
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to 
save :  
till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
for every sin on him was laid ;  
here in the death of Christ I live. 
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3. There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain :  
then bursting forth in glorious Day 
up from the grave he rose again !  
And as he stands in victory, 
sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine — 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

Closing Grace. 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God, and the Fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  

Blessing. 

May the blessings of our creator heavenly Father touch our lives. 

May we show the love of Jesus to family, friends and strangers.  

May the blessings of the Holy Spirit guide and sustain us as we seek to share the 

Gospel in our communities.   Amen  

                                         All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me ;  
from life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of 
man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand ;  
till he returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I'll 
stand !  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

