
  

 

THEME:   ‘Look up— now’ 

      

Sunday 13th Feb.  2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)   

Matt Beckingham’s Pandemic selection, incl ‘ Look up 
and ‘Creation calls’ - from High Steet ,Harpenden singers 

 

Welcome and  Call to worship 
   
We worship together as we say together 

Loving God, help us to focus on you 

Help us to look up and see you 

In the world around us 

Help us to look up and see you 

Present with those in  need 

Show us what we need to see this day 

As we look up and around in expectation and hope—Amen. 
  

Hymn:  When the music fades 
 
When the music fades, all is stripped away 
And I simply come 
Longing just to bring, something that's of worth 
That will bless your heart 
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    I'll bring you more than a song, for a song in  itself 

    Is not what you have required. 

    You search much deeper within,     

    through the way things appear 

    You're looking into my heart. 

 

    I'm coming back to the heart of worship 

    And it's all about you, it's all about you, Jesus 

    I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it 

    When it's all about you, it's all about you, Jesus 

 

King of endless worth, no one could express how much you deserve. 

Though I'm weak and poor, all I have is yours every single breath. 

 

     I'll bring you more than a song…. 

 

    I'm coming back to the heart of worship….   x2 

    

Prayers of adoration 

Loving God, you are looking at us now, looking into our heart,  

seeing beyond the surface, beyond the obvious 

to our deeper needs, our hidden fears and anxieties. 

And you love us as we are, but still want us to be even better,  

the best that we can be. 
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Help us to look at ourselves in a fresh way during this time of worship. 

Help us to  look as in a mirror and see someone who is precious to you,  

loved by you and vital to the things you want to do, 

To build your kingdom and make this world a better place.  

 

Amen.  

 

Hymn— ’ Great big God’ 
   Our God is a great big God 

    Our God is a great big God 

    Our God is a great big God 

    And he holds us in his hands   

                (repeated) 

 

He's higher than a skyscraper 

He's deeper than a submarine 

He's wider than the universe 

And beyond my wildest dreams 

He's known me and he's loved me 

Since before the world began 

How wonderful to be a part of 

God's amazing plan 

       (repeat all above) 

 

LINK PRAYER:  

 

Forgive us for the ways in which we make you small and insignificant.  

Forgive us for the ways we ignore you 

or choose to look the other way when you challenge us to do good things.  

Forgive us for closing our eyes so that we cannot see the truth.  



4 

 

Forgive us for the ways in which we have shared half truths as if they were fact, 

and not checked out what others say, before passing it on.  

Forgive us that we have looked down and dragged ourselves and others down 

rather than looked up  to see your smile of love and care 

 a smile that lifts us to new heights. 

 In the name of Jesus, our Saviour we pray    Amen. 

Hymn— ’ Lord I lift your name on high 
 

Lord, I lift your name on high, 

Lord, I love to sing your praises; 

I'm so glad you're in my life, 

I'm so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth 

to show the way, 

from the earth to the cross 

my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, 

from the grave to the sky: 

Lord, I lift your name on high. 

   

 Reading 1:   Isaiah 40: 25-31 
 

To whom can the holy God be compared?  

Is there anyone else like him?  

Look up at the sky!  

Who created the stars you see? The one who leads them out like an army, he 

knows how many there are and calls each one by name! His power is so great—

not one of them is ever missing! Israel, why then do you complain that the 

LORD doesn't know your troubles or care if you suffer injustice? Don't you 

know? Haven't you heard? The LORD is the everlasting God; he created all the 

world. He never grows tired or weary. No one understands his thoughts. He 

strengthens those who are weak and tired. Even those who are young grow 



5 

 

weak; young people can fall exhausted. But those who trust in the LORD for 

help will find their strength renewed. They will rise on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not get weary; they will walk and not grow weak. 

 

 Talk: - see CWEO pastoral letter for 13th Feb 

LINK—Let us not be tempted to hide away from the brokenness and  ugli-

ness of the world—for only then will we know what we need to pray for 
and what to do 
 

Hymn: Beauty for brokenness 
 
Beauty for brokenness hope for despair 
Lord, in your suffering world, this is our prayer 
Bread for the children, justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset, your kingdom increase! 

           God of the poor, friend of the weak 
 Give us compassion we pray 
 Melt our cold hearts 
 Let tears fall like rain 
 Come, change our love 
 From a spark to a flame 

Shelter for fragile lives cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause of those who can't speak 

 God of the poor,…. 

Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear 
Cities for sanctuary freedoms to share 
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Peace to the killing-fields, scorched earth to green 
Christ for the bitterness his cross for the pain 

         God of the poor…. 
  
Rest for the ravaged earth oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed 
Make us content with the things that we need 

        God of the poor…….  

Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame 
Until your justice, burns brightly again 
Until the nations, learn of your ways 
Seek your salvation and bring you their praise 

         God of the poor... 
  
 

Prayers of intercession with response   
  
 Loving God we pray to you in our weakness 
 Give us compassion we pray,  
 melt our cold hearts let our tears fall like rain 
 Come change our hearts, from a  spark to a flame 

 We pray for ‘bread for the children’……. 

 Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 

 We pray for those who cannot find work  
 or are trapped in jobs that do not use their skills 
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Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 

We pray for those who are fleeing violence and persecution 
—may they find in this country a refuge from cruelty 

Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 

We pray for our earth that is slowly dying, and  pray that all the promises 
made at COP 26 will be honoured and exceeded 

Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 

Breath your Holy Spirit in us that your justice and mercy burns brighter than 
ever before and that all will Look Up and see your salvation and then bring you 
their praise . Amen.   

 HYMN  At the name of Jesus 

 

 At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him King of Glory now. 

'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning was the mighty Word.  

 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious when from death he passed: 

 Bore it up triumphant with its human light, 

through all ranks of creatures to the central height, 

to the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast; 

filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 

All that is not holy, all that is not true; 
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crown him as your captain in temptation's hour: 

let his will enfold you in its light and power. 

For this same Lord Jesus shall return again, 

with his Father's glory, with his angel train; 

all the wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 

and our hearts confess him King of Glory now. 

Caroline Maria Noel (1817–1877) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 317 . 

  

Grace and blessing 
 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God and one another in the 
words of the Grace. 

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   
The Love of God,  
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, evermore.  
Amen.  
 

                                          All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material   

 billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

