
  

 

 The attitude of the heart: Loving our enemies 

Sunday 20 February 2022  

 10.30am.  

Music beforehand :  Heaven shall not wait/ Put peace into each other’s 
hands/Strength will rise/ The same power . 

“Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a 
night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 

light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”  

(Martin Luther King, Jr) 

“You never so touch the ocean of God’s love as when you forgive and love 
your enemies.” (Corrie Ten Boom) 

 

Call to worship:  

Lord we gather together very far from being perfect; 

and we know it. 

But you are a patient God who waits 

for us to grow into your completeness, 

Into perfection. 

Join us together this morning 

and make us all one in your love. 

Amen 
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Prayer of Praise 
 

Creator God, we praise you for the immensity of your love.  

The Love that brought the universe of birth.  

The love that designed and ordered our world.  

The love that breathed life into humankind.  
 

Creator God. We praise you for the immensity, of your love.  

 

3. Jesus calls us to each other, 

vastly different though we are ; 

creed and colour, class and gender 

neither limit nor debar. 

Join the hand of friend and stranger ; 

join the hands of age and youth ; 

join the faithful and the doubter 

in their common search for truth. 

HYMN: STF 28 Jesus calls us here to 
meet him (v1-3 only) 

1. Jesus calls us here to meet him 

as, through word and song and pray-
er, 

we affirm God’s promised presence 

where his people live and care. 

Praise the God who keeps his prom-
ise ; 

praise the Son who calls us friends ; 

praise the Spirit who, among us, 

to our hopes and fears attends. 

 

 

2. Jesus calls us to confess him 

Word of life and Lord of all, 

sharer of our flesh and frailness, 

saving all who fail or fall. 

Tell his holy human story ; 

tell his tales that all may hear ; 

tell the world that Christ in glory 

came to earth to meet us here. 
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Saving God. we praise you for the endurance of your love.  

The love that came to share our human life.  

The love that died for us upon the cross.  

The lost that triumphed over hatred and death.  
 

Saving God., we praise you for the endurance of your love. 
 

Strengthening God.  

We praise you for the power of your love.  

The Love that brought your church to life.  

The Love that transforms hearts and minds.  

The love that dares and  cares and unites. 
 

Strengthening God, we praise you for the power of your love. 
 

Amen 

(Donald Hilton The Word in the World: Prayers for Christian worship Vol 2; NCEC, 1997) 

1st Reading: Genesis 45: 3-11, 15 Joseph reveals his identity  

 Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph! Is my father still living?’ But his broth-
ers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 

 Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come close to me.’ When they had done so, 
he said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!  And now, do 
not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, be-
cause it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.  For two years now 
there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no 
ploughing and reaping.  But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  

‘So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.  Now hurry back to 
my father and say to him, “This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me 
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. You shall live in the region of 
Goshen and be near me – you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and 
herds, and all you have.  I will provide for you there, because five years of fam-
ine are still to come. Otherwise, you and your household and all who belong to 
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you will become destitute.” 

 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin 
embraced him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. 
Afterwards his brothers talked with him. 

Shared Prayer of Confession: STF 513 Take this moment  

HYMN: How deep the Father’s love 

5. Take my talents, take my skills, 
Take what's yet to be; 
Let my life be yours, and yet 
Let it still be me. 

Amen. 

 

 

1.Take this moment, sign and space; 
Take my friends around; 
Here among us make the place 
Where your love is found. 

 

2. Take the time to call my name, 
Take the time to mend 
Who I am and what I've been, 
All I've failed to tend. 

3. Take the tiredness of my days, 
Take my past regret, 
Letting your forgiveness touch 
All I can't forget. 

 
4. Take the little child in me 
Scared of growing old; 
Help me here to find my worth 
Made in Christ’s own mould. 

1. How deep the Father's love for 
us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen 
One 
Bring many sons to glory 

 

 

2. Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking 
voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me 
life 
I know that it is finished 
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2nd Reading: Luke 6: 27-38 Jesus teaches about loving enemies  

(The Message) 

 “To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them 
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, 
respond with the supple moves of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you 
in the face, stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, gift-wrap your 
best coat and make a present of it.  

If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the serv-
ant life.  

No more payback. Live generously. 

“Here is a simple rule of thumb for behaviour: Ask yourself what you want peo-
ple to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the 
lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If you 
only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners 
do that. If you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s 
charity? The stingiest of pawnbrokers does that. 

 “I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll 
never—I promise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Fa-
ther lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. 
Our Father is kind; you be kind. 

 “Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of 
course, you want the same treatment. Don’t condemn those who are down; 
that hardness can boomerang. Be easy on people; you’ll find life a lot easier. 
Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—given 
back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets 
generosity.” 
 

3. I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His re-
ward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom . 
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Sermon: See CWEO 
 

Prayer of Intercession 

Almighty God the nations rise and fall. In the changes in the fortunes of na-
tions, communities and groups we see our own experience writ large. With 
sadness we acknowledge that the story of much of our history is a victory go-
ing to the strong and suffering falling on the innocent and the weak.  
 

Merciful God. Hear us in our prayer this day. 
 

Give us faith. That in times of difficulty, we may be saved from pessimism and 
despair. That the tears we shed over our history may be more for others than 
for ourselves. Give us a generous all embracing faith that welcomes the world 
to our hearts so that our discipleship may add to the salvation of the world 
and ourselves.  
 

Merciful God. Hear us in our prayer this day. 
 

We pray for the broken hearted, the shocked stunned and the beaten. That 
our tears and our faith may flow for those who are beyond weeping or believ-
ing. Sadly, we have learned Lord Jesus that loving enemies is too much for us 
on our own. Surround us with wise and saintly friends who will encourage us.  
 

Merciful God. Hear us in our prayer this day. 
 

We remember how Jesus prayed for the city and the people who would de-
stroy him. We pray for grace. That we may surprise ourselves in acts of love 
towards our enemies. We pray for the embittered, the resentful , the hateful, 
the fearful and those who hold so fast to pain that they cannot welcome for-
giveness, hope or love.  
 

Merciful God. Hear us in our prayer this day. 
 

Teach us, oh Lord to mingle our tears with your tears, that the trials and dis-
tress which accompany our living may become one with the divine passion, 
which alone will save humankind. It is you alone who will wipe the tears from 
every eye. It is to you in the name of Jesus, your Son, that we pray. Amen. 
 
(Donald Hilton The Word in the World: Prayers for Christian worship Vol 2; NCEC, 1997) 
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HYMN: Here is love vast as the ocean   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Here is love vast as the ocean, 

Loving-kindness as the flood, 

When the Prince of Life, our ransom, 

Shed for us His precious blood. 

Who His love will not remember? 

Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten 

Throughout heav’n’s eternal days. 

 

2. On the Mount of Crucifixion, 

Fountains opened deep and wide; 

Through the floodgates of God’s mer-
cy 

Flowed a vast and gracious tide. 

Grace and love like mighty rivers 

Poured incessant from above; 

Heaven’s peace and perfect justice 

Kissed a guilty world in love. 

3. Here is love that conquered evil: 

Christ, the firstborn from the grave; 

Death has failed to be found equal 

To the life of Him Who saves. 

In the valley of our darkness 

Dawned His everlasting light; 

Perfect love in glorious radiance 

Has repelled death’s hellish night. 

 

4. That same love beyond all meas-
ure, 

Mocked and slain by hateful men, 

Lives and reigns in resurrection 

And can never die again. 

Here is love for all the ages, 

Radiant Sun of Heav’n He stands, 

Calling home His Father’s children, 

Holding forth His wounded hands. 

5. Here is love, vast as the heavens; 

Countless as the stars above 

Are the souls that He has ransomed, 

Precious daughters, treasured sons. 

We are called to feast forever on a love beyond our time; 

Glorious Father, Son, and Spirit 

Now with man are intertwined. 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 
time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without internet access why not get 
on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encour-

age and help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of one an-
other. To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click HERE 
to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other ma-

terial billericaymethodistchurch.org 

Blessing 

Lord, thank you that we are loved and forgiven by 

you. 

We know it is hard to love those who have hurt 

us. 

Give us your strength. Help us to love our ene-

mies. 

Help us to do good to those who hate and hurt us. 

And help us to know when we have hurt others, 

and to repent, and to seek only to do good, 

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The Grace 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all, now and evermore. Amen 
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