
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 13th February 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends – The theme for this week is ‘Look up - Now’,  based on a recent 
disaster movie  about two scientists who discover a large comet that is heading 
towards earth. The film, called ‘Don’t Look Now’, portrays the flippant reactions 
of ‘the powers that be’ and the media circus, and in the process sheds light on 
how some are reacting, or not, to the equally catastrophic climate change crisis. 
The script was written before the pandemic but during filming became a 
commentary on the science associated with that as well. 
 

We can all be tempted to look away, or ‘bury our heads in the sand’, rather than 
face up to reality. There are hundreds of excuses to do the wrong thing, or just 
to do nothing, rather than take the more difficult and unpopular decision to do 
the right thing. Or we can just get overwhelmed  by all the bad news and choose 
to not listen to any news at all. 
 

We are told that Jesus set his face towards Jerusalem, and faced up to the 
horrors that lay ahead, that he chose to confront his fears, and to take those 
tough decisions, that would lead to the cross and our being set free to live a new 
and better life. He did not bury his head in the sand of the desert, but faced up 
to his temptations. He stayed awake to the reality of his suffering as he shed 
tears in the garden of Gethsemane on the night before he died. And those who 
follow him need to ask for his strength and presence to do the same. 
 
 

In the sometimes black humour of this film there is a clear warning of the harm 
being done by those who are ‘climate change deniers’ or ‘Covid sceptics’. There 
is also a warning against the more usual habit of looking away and passing by on 
the other side and an invitation to instead LOOK UP and see not only the signs of 
what is coming down the line, but also as Isaiah 40:25 says, in looking up we can 
see and wonder at the equally real presence and power of God, which then 
leads us into practical prayer and action.        David   

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every 

need : Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

 Creative God, inspire us to be prophets for your planet so that through 

all our activities, our shopping, eating, travelling and daily living we 

would be good stewards of your planet, our world. Amen.  

(Melissa  Kane, worship leader Kilsyth MC, Strathclyde Circuit) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

Help is urgently needed :  At a meeting of the Leadership Team it was agreed that 

help is urgently needed if many of the best aspects of our current pattern of  

worship, communication and care of the housebound are to continue after Easter.  
 

 

Message from Helen: 

Dear Church Family  

I just wanted to let you know that as of Wed 9th Feb my mum Audrey will be com-

ing to share my bungalow.  My brother Jonathan and his wife Becky are coming to 

live in mums flat and share in the support of mum. It is a new time in the lives of 

Hacker family and your prayers would be much appreciated.  

Blessings Helen x  

 

Gift Aid  

We received £8606.60 from HMRC recently to cover our gift aid claim April to Au-

gust 2021 – thank you to everyone who gift aid’s their donation, as you can see this 

earns us a lot of money back from the government.   If you are below the tax thresh-

old then the good news is that we can claim back gift aid on the collection monies 

up to a limit, so you are still helping in this way. Thank you ALL.   If you want to talk 

about your giving, or gift aid please don’t hesitate to contact me, Lorraine.  

 

Turning lateral flow tests into useful plant labels…...https://fb.watch/

aYTvbMUOsL/ (would advise only for negative results!) Otherwise all you 

ned to do is pull it apart and dispose of the inner bit but use the plastic!) 

https://fb.watch/aYTvbMUOsL/
https://fb.watch/aYTvbMUOsL/


3 

Notices 

Christmas Tree Blankets 

The Christmas trees displayed at Western Road & Herongate  have now been con-

verted into blankets which will be given to the charity  Christian Hope International 

(based in Harold Wood). They link with another Christian charity, Mission Without 

Borders who ensure all crocheted and knitted wonders  are delivered to those in 

need in Eastern Europe where temperatures fall well below zero. 

 https://www.christianhope.org.uk/stitches.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sincere thanks to all the knitters  -  group members, friends and family who 

have contributed in anyway to this fun project. In the spring we plan 

to invite a spokesperson from the charity to come one Tuesday 

morning to give a talk about this fascinating organisation. Look out 

for the information in CWEO in the coming                              

weeks.   WR & Herongate knitting folk   

Date for your diary: Langdon Hills Methodist church is planning a "big barbecue" on 

Sunday June 5th after morning worship. If you're not having a Street party in your 

road, you'd be most welcome to join them. Full details to follow. 

Angel of Mercy :On Friday morning, after a very good, helpful, ‘Pause for Thought’ 

message, given by Steve M, one of our members had a fall outside the Christian Link 

at Queens Park, and we give Praise and thanks to the Lord for sending an Angel of 

Mercy to help us. Laura, who is a nurse at Basildon Hospital and happens to be the 

granddaughter of C&A  Garner, was passing the church in a car,  She sat in the 

church giving care and comfort, to her patient, who had an injured shoulder and was 

in great pain, waiting for the ambulance. After an hour or more Laura made enquir-

ies regarding the ambulance and was told it would be 15hrs before one could attend, 

so it was decided the lady should be taken to the Hospital in the nephew’s car. We 

thank the Lord that Laura was in the right place at the right time so He could enable 

her to give us the help that was needed. Thank you Laura, our Angel of Mercy, May 

God continue to bless you as you care for others.  

https://www.christianhope.org.uk/stitches.html


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship S   Communion P   Parade 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  18th February 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

11 Feb Rev C McDonald   

13 Feb  
Rev D Bagwell P * 

 
 

18 Feb Rev D Bagwell    

20 Feb  R Gallehawk * Rev D Bagwell S 

25 Feb J Bissett   

27 Feb  Rev F Al-Hassan *  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

