
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 20th February 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends,    How do we love our enemies? There are many examples in the Bible 

of active actions of love towards those who wound others. In Genesis, the tables are 

turned when Joseph, now high in status, power and authority confronts his own 

brothers who’d beaten him up and sold him into slavery years earlier. They are at his 

mercy now and yet he does not seek revenge, but first asks after his father and then 

amazingly placates his brothers over their feelings of guilt and fear. Joseph has 

absolute trust and understanding of his situation; he’s strengthened by his faith in 

God. 

   Jesus had many enemies throughout his life - King Herod, Satan, the religious 

hierarchy, some of his closest friends and ultimately death itself. Yet he taught 

those who listened to “love your enemies” (Luke 6: 27-38). The expert in the law 

who asked Jesus who his neighbour was, is confronted with the story of the Good 

Samaritan – two words mutually exclusive for Jews. Who was the good neighbour 

Jesus queried back and he had to answer, the one who was merciful. 

    Enemies can be physical or spiritual – sometimes we can be our own worst 

enemy with our attitudes, thoughts, and behaviours. In our own lives, we may have 

had many enemies – from school bullies perhaps, to difficult colleagues and 

difficult relationships in families. But our enemies are only temporary – they do not 

last long unless we want them to. Sometimes holding onto the pain is easier than 

confronting the truth. Enemies can also become friends – did not Jesus transform 

Paul from one to the other? 

  Jesus asks us to actively: 
●   “Be kind to those who grab or take” 

●   “Give to all who need” 

●   “Do to others as you would have them do” 

●   “Love your enemies” 

●   “Do good to those who hate” 

●   “Bless those who curse” 

●   “Pray for those who abuse” 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

     Ultimately, we are reminded of Jesus. He forgave those who betrayed him, he 

was merciful and his final act was to sacrifice himself for all. 

    “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 

another.” ( 1 John 4:10-11)       Rachel 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

Be a bright flame before us, O God, a guiding star above us, a smooth 

path below us and a loving shepherd behind us, each day and each 

night, now and for ever. Amen.        Columba of Iona (521-597)  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

Changing Pathways : Invite women to join them for Afternoon Tea to celebrate  

International Women’s Day on Friday 4th March 2022 from 2pm to 4pm. £35 per  

person at Ye Olde Plough House, Bulphan, RM14 3SR. For tickets or more Infor-

mation please contact finance@changingpathways.org. This is a women’s only event. 

Dates for your diaries: 

Wed 9th March : SMB (Schools Ministry Billericay) zoom AGM at 8pm – login  

details to follow nearer the time. 
 

Saturday 26 March : Billericay United Reformed Church are holding a Charities  

Tables Sale on from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon at the Mayflower Hall, Chapel Street, 

Billericay.  Come along and enjoy yourselves.  There will be items for sale to raise 

money for local and national charities.  
 

Sat 30th April : Our Circuit farewell service for Rev. David & Ann Bagwell will be 

held on Saturday 30th April at 3pm at Queens Park Community Church. David will 

then be taking his 3 month sabbatical prior to his retirement. Please make a note 

of the service-date!   

Free Books :  In downsizing I have a large number of books in good condition sorted 

into boxes on worship, prayer, music, mission, evangelism, theology, pastoral care 

etc. that are on offer to anyone who is interested. To view and then take away,  

contact me before the end of February to arrange a convenient time to call at the 

manse - First come first served -  Tea and coffee provided as you look through any 

or all of the 25 boxes.  David B 

Sad News: We were saddened to hear of the death of both Rosemary Culver and 

Gill Turnbull in recent days. Both will be deeply missed and our love and prayers go 

out to their families at this time. The funeral service for Rosemary has already been 

arranged and will be at WR on Friday 11th March at 2pm.  David B  

mailto:finance@changingpathways.org
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Encouragement 

Notices 

For I know the plans I have 

for you, declares the Lord,  

 

Plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you,  

 

Plans to give you hope and 

a future. 

  Jer 29v11 

Church Council held on 10th Feb: This  is a very brief summary of some of the areas 

covered. It was agreed to defer further discussions and decision on the Marriage and 

Relationships report until Lent next year, and to give further financial support to the 

proposed town mission event on the 9th July that will now be based at Sun Corner, 

with training for all those who want to be involved in this, paid for by the church, in 

May. Officers and the Leadership Team were re-appointed with our thanks, which 

gives much needed continuity during my Sabbatical (from 1st May) and the arrival of 

the new Minister, Rev Moses Agyam, and his family in September.  Concern was 

expressed about the rising number of LAs in the circuit, and in our section given the 

changes we had made. Numbers have dropped slightly for the online service with 

the return to onsite worship but it still reaches a significant number of households 

for whom it is their only weekly worship, and further technical support is being 

sought. Thanks were expressed to those involved in both property and finance for 

the way they have guided us so well through the pandemic and the work done on 

heating systems and risk assessments. Both the  Contact Centre and the Herongate 

Garden need new volunteers as they each in their own way look to provide personal 

and community support. A programme of Easter Services involving all three sites 

was agreed and dates for services to say farewell and welcome were also fixed.  

Details of these to follow in due course.  The AGM, open to all, will be on Sunday 

6th March at 3pm at QP. David B  

Church Flowers (WR): The flower rota will be added to the notice board in the  

Vestibule this week. If you would like to celebrate or commemorate an occasion or 

date please add you name to the list or alternatively give me a call. All donations to 

the fund are gratefully received. Due to having limited arrangers we will continue to 

provide vases of flowers and occasional arrangements when possible. Many thanks 

for your support.     Janet H  



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  25th February 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

18 Feb Rev D Bagwell    

20 Feb  R Gallehawk * Rev D Bagwell S 

25th Feb Janis Bissett   

27th Feb  Rev F Al-Hassan *  

4th Mar Mark Smith   

6th Mar  Gallehawk * LA 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

