
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 27th February 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,     

Knowing you… What happens when in an unguarded moment you catch sight of 

another person’s true character? In a series I recently watched on Netflix*, 2 young 

ladies, both on a language course are paired together for language practice and 

decide an afternoon of shopping would be a good way to practice  French.  In the 

course of this, one is revealed to be a prolific shoplifter.  The following scene shows 

her companion appalled and convincing her to go back and return the goods.  A 

short-lived friendship that was. But what if what is revealed in that unguarded 

moment is something so unexpected, mystifying and beyond rational thought? Most 

of you I’m sure are familiar with the event of the Transfiguration which we will be 

remembering and reflecting on this Sunday.  Jesus and some of his friends go up 

the mountain and there, in an unguarded – or deliberate (?)  moment the friends, 

Peter, James and John – catch a glimpse of the ‘otherness’ of God in Jesus Christ.  

He shines, so brightly that their eyes cannot bear to look on him.  Not only that, he is 

flanked on either side by the 2 most notable figures from times past, Moses and 

Elijah.  What are they to make of this?  What would you make of any occasion or 

event that reveals God to you?  I imagine it would be a moment to treasure forever 

and the yardstick against which to evaluate anything else that ever followed. 

But above all I imagine such an experience would be like the ‘rod and staff’, referred 

to in Psalm 23; something which not only would provide you with much comfort but 

spur you on in imitation of the God that has been revealed to you. You might 

remember the musical ‘Godspell’ which made the song ‘Day by Day’ widely known.  

The words of this song are attributed to St Richard of Chichester, who prayed thus: 

‘Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits thou hast given me, 

for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. O most merciful redeemer, 

friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, 

and follow thee more nearly, day by day. Amen.’ 

May this be our prayer too as we encounter and come to know our Lord more 

clearly.    Blessings, Felicity.                                                             * Emily in Paris 

 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

Lord, your transforming presence is in our lives. Help us to recognise it 

as we journey through the high points and low points in the coming 

days. Amen.  

                                                                   (Roots for Churches Limited) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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The Funeral and Thanksgiving services for the life of Gill T. will be held on Monday 

March 7th. Details as follows- 2.30pm at Bentley crematorium (Ongar Road, Pil-

grims Hatch), followed by a service of Thanksgiving at Western Road church at 

3.30pm. The family would welcome at these services the support of the many 

whose lives Gill touched.  

Donations in Gill's memory will be accepted for Cancer Research UK. 

 

Notices 

The  Billericay indoor market will be at St Mary Magda-

len on: Saturday 26th February running from 10am to 4pm. 

Free Books :  In downsizing I have a large number of books in good condition sorted 

into boxes on worship, prayer, music, mission, evangelism, theology, pastoral care 

etc. that are on offer to anyone who is interested. To view and then take away,  

contact me before the end of February to arrange a convenient time to call at the 

manse - First come first served -  Tea and coffee provided as you look through any 

or all of the 25 boxes.  David B 

 

An idea for Lent -I've come across a book called, 'All's well that ends well' by Peter 

Graystone that combines in 40 short chapters a piece of Shakespeare prose or 

poetry, some background to the passage and  related bible verses. All of which 

take you through Lent from  the dust of Ash Wednesday (Weds 2nd March)  to the 

Resurrection on Easter Day (Sunday 17th April)  - Available in a variety of formats, 

it looks good. -  David B 

Lent starts this week! Shrove Tuesday is 1st March and 

Ash Wednesday on 2nd March. 



Contemplation Corner 
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Encouragement 

Notices 

 

 

Oh the life of the world is a joy and a treasure, 

unfolding in beauty the green growing tree, 

the changing of seasons in mountain and valley 

the stars and the bright restless sea. 

So give thanks for the life and give love to the 

maker, and rejoice in the gift of the bright risen 

Son, and walk in the peace and the power of the 

Spirit till the days of our living are done. 

 

             Kath Galloway.  StF 114 

Our Circuit farewell service for Rev. David & Ann Bagwell will be held on Saturday 

30th April at 3pm at Queens Park Community church. David will then be taking his 

3 month sabbatical prior to his retirement. Please make a note of the service-date. 

The Bright Field 

I have seen the sun break through 

To illuminate a small field 

For a while, and gone my way 

And forgotten it. But that was the pearl 

Of great price, the one field that had 

The treasure in it. I realise now 

That I must give all that I have 

To possess it. Life is not hurrying 

 

On to a receding future, nor hankering after 

An imagined past. It is the turning 

Aside like Moses to the miracle 

Of the lit bush, to a brightness 

That seemed as transitory as your youth 

Once, but is the eternity that awaits you. 

 

R.S Thomas . 

(The Heart’s time: a poem a day for Lent and Easter. Janet Morley SPCK, 2011) 

Date for your diary  - A representative from Christian Hope International   is com-

ing to talk to the knitting groups at Herongate on March 15th at 10.00am.  This is 

a meeting open to anyone interested.  



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  4th March 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

25th Feb Janis Bissett   

27th Feb  Rev F Al-Hassan *  

4th Mar Mark Smith   

6th Mar  Gallehawk * Rev. C McDonald 

11 Mar Rev. C McDonald   

13 Mar  Rev. D Bagwell *  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

