
  

 

 Gardens and Deserts: Lent 

Sunday 6 March 2022  

 10.30am.  

Music beforehand :  Praise to the Lord/ Everlasting God/ Our God is a 
great big God  /You never let go. 

Call to worship:  

Welcome to todays service which is the first Sunday of Lent, traditionally a time 
of reflection, of drawing in, and for some, fasting. A time, a space where we can 
consider our lives in the light of Jesus’ life as he spent a long time in the desert 
after his baptism by John, and acknowledgement by God, enduring much, in-
cluding confrontations with the powers of evil. Today we are also celebrating 
the  anniversary of the church at Western Road, celebrating Methodist witness 
in Billericay since 1924. So I entreat you to…. 

1. Come, 
join me in the garden: 
explore, 
play, 
laugh, 
delight. 

 

2. Come, 
join me in the desert: 
struggle, 
confess, 
contemplate, 
forgive. 

 

 

3.Come, 
join me in worship: 
commune, 
reflect, 
challenge, 
create. 

Amen 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2022. Reproduced 
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So we gather, looking back to see the paths taken, 

 Looking forward to see our path. 

We honour those who have gone before us, 

 Learning from their successes and failures. 

We celebrate who we are today, 

And welcome the possibilities and opportunities before us. 

We gather to worship God, 

the God of yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission. 

 

 

HYMN: Unbroken praise be yours 
forever     

Praise unbroken, praise unending 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore. 

 

Praise untainted, praise unfading 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore, 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore. 

 

Unbroken praise be Yours, God, 

forever; 

All my praise be Yours, God, forev-

er. 

Lord, take this life, let it become 

Your throne: 

Unbroken praise be … 

My surrender, my devotion 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore, 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore. 

 

Unbroken praise… 

So let my deeds outrun my words 

And let my life outweigh my songs. 

Unbroken praise…. 

So let my deeds outrun my words 

And let my life outweigh my songs. 

Unbroken praise  be Yours 
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1st Reading:  Deuteronomy 26.1-11: Thanking God for first fruits  

(The Message) 

Once you enter the land that God, your God, is giving you as an inheritance and 
take it over and settle down, you are to take some of all the first fruits of what 
you grow in the land that God, your God, is giving you, put them in a basket and 
go to the place God, your God, sets apart for you to worship him. At that time, 
go to the priest who is there and say, “I announce to God, your God, today that 
I have entered the land that God promised our ancestors that he’d give to us.” 
The priest will take the basket from you and place it on the Altar of God, your 
God. And there in the Presence of God, your God, you will recite: 

   A wandering Aramean was my father, 
    he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, 
    he and just a handful of his brothers at first, but soon 
    they became a great nation, mighty and many. 
    The Egyptians abused and battered us, 
    in a cruel and savage slavery. 
    We cried out to God, the God-of-Our-Fathers: 
    He listened to our voice, he saw 
    our destitution, our trouble, our cruel plight. 
    And God took us out of Egypt 
    with his strong hand and long arm, terrible and great, 
    with signs and miracle-wonders. 
    And he brought us to this place, 
    gave us this land flowing with milk and honey. 
    So here I am. I’ve brought the firstfruits 
    of what I’ve grown on this ground you gave me, O God. 
 

Then place it in the Presence of God, your God. Bow low in the Presence 
of God, your God. And rejoice! Celebrate all the good things that God, your 
God, has given you and your family; you and the Levite and the foreigner who 
lives with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  - Church Anniversary  

We do indeed give thanks for those first fruits, of those who built up the church 
here in Billericay so many years ago , who have given witness, We give thanks 
for all those who have been before us, for those who are here now and those 
who are yet to come: 
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One foundation stone, carefully laid, 

has the potential to become a great building. 
 

One twig, carefully gathered, 
has the potential to become a nurturing nest. 
 

One acorn, carefully planted, 
has the power to become a tree of great strength. 
 

One seed, faithfully sown, 
has the power to feed many. 
 

One prayer, faithfully offered, 
has the power to bring the kingdom here among us. 
 

So, Gracious God, 

in this place, 

as we remember the laying of the foundation stone 

from which our church has grown, 

we pray together that it may ever be 

a place of nurture, of strength, 

where many are fed 

and where you are glorified, served and adored. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission. 

 

2nd Reading: Luke 4.1-13 Jesus is tested in the wilderness (The Message) 

Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate 
nothing during those days, and when the time was up he was hungry. The Devil, 
playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, command 
this stone to turn into a loaf of bread.”  

Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to really 
live.” 

For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of the earth 
on display at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all their splendour to 



5 

 

serve your pleasure. I’m in charge of them all and can turn them over to whom-
ever I wish. Worship me and they’re yours, the whole works.” 

Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord 
your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-
heartedness.” 

For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the 
Temple. He said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has 
placed you in the care of angels to protect you; they will catch you; you won’t 
so much as stub your toe on a stone’?” 

 “Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your 
God.’” 

That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait for 
another opportunity. 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Forgiving God, at this Lenten time we seek your forgiveness, 

Forgive us we pray, for the lack of self-knowledge 

That prevents us from knowing you and hinders our understanding of the choic-
es and temptation we face. 
 

Forgive us our lack of love, our desire to be in control and in charge,  

our wish to live our way rather than yours. 

Forgive us our concern with material things for ourselves, rather than being 
willing to share your gifts with all people. 
 

Forgive us that so often we worship other gods that keep us from serving you 
alone. 

Forgiving God, your heart is full of mercy. 

Hear our confessions, and in your mercy grant us forgiveness, pace and your 
spirit to strengthen and enable us to truly be your people.  

Amen. 
 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission. 
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Sermon: See CWEO 

Prayer of Intercession 
 

Lenten God, 
you knew the hardship of waiting in 
the desert. 
Be with all those who are away from their homeland as they seek to make a 
new life and wait for news from home. 
 

Lenten God, 
you knew the temptation to turn stones into bread. 
Be with all those who know the gnawing pain of hunger 
as they struggle to survive in a world that does not share. 
 

Lenten God, 
you knew the temptation to throw yourself off the pinnacle. 
Be with all those who know illness and despair 
as they struggle to go on living as life passes them by. 
 

Lenten God, 
you knew the temptation to seize power for yourself. 
Be with all those who hold and exercise power: 
may they seek to make decisions that will bring justice and peace. Amen.  
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission. 

HYMN: STF 465 Guide me O thy great 
Jehovah  

1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah  
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
Feed me now and ever more; 
Feed me now and ever more. 
 

2. Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s Destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to Thee; 
I will ever give to Thee. 

Stanley Spencer “Christ in the Wilderness: The 

Scorpion”, 1939. Stanley Spencer 
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The Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN:  STF 545  Be thou my vision 

1. Be thou my vision O Lord of my 
heart.  

be all else but naught to me. Save that 
thou art; 

be thou my best thoughts. In the day 
and the night 

both waking and sleeping my pres-
ence, my light. 
 

2. Be there my wisdom, be thou my 
true word, 

be thou ever with me and I with thee 
Lord; 

be thou my great Father, thy child let 
me be;  

be thou in me dwelling, and I one with 
me. 
 

3. Be thou my breastplate, my sword 
for the fight; 

Be thou my whole armour, be thou 
my true light; 

be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my 
strong tower; 

O raise now me heavenward, great 
Power of my power. 

 

4. Riches, I heed not, nor Earth's emp-
ty praise; 

be thou mine inheritance now and 
always; 

Be thou and thou only the first in my 
heart; 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure, 
thou art. 

5. High King of heaven, thou Heaven’s, 
bright Sun; 

O grant me its joys after victory is 
won; 

Great heart of my own heart, whatev-
er befall, 

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 
time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without internet access why not get 
on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encour-

age and help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of one an-
other. To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click HERE 
to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other ma-

terial billericaymethodistchurch.org 

Blessing 

God of plenty, 
Be with us as we journey in the world, 
Through gardens or deserts, 
Sustain us that we may always walk in your way and follow your example of 
justice, peace and love for all. 
We ask this through your Son, who resisted the temptations of this world. 
Amen. 
 

The Grace 

As we close our worship, we recommit ourselves to  God 
and one another in the words of the Grace: 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, evermore.  
 
Amen. 

The Lord will guide you continually,  
Giving you water when you are dry 
And restoring your strength.  
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
Like an ever-flowing spring.  
 
Isaiah 58: 11 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

