
  

 

THEME:  Calling part 1—  ‘A Ministry of the Word’ 

Sunday 13th March  2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)   

 Matt Beckingham’s music videos—Baroness Richardson video and Our Calling 
 

 Welcome and  Call to worship 
   
We worship together as we say together 

Embracing what you will do in us and through us 

is the best thing that we can offer you. 

We offer you our everyday, ordinary lives, 

that in their extraordinary potential for your kingdom,  

your name may be glorified. 

In this act of worship, we offer you our sleeping, eating, going-to-work,  

and walking around lives. 

We place our everyday day, ordinary lives before you. 

Embracing what you will do in us and through us  

is the best thing that we can offer you.   Amen. 

  

Hymn: Everyday God 

Earth's creator, everyday God,  loving Maker, O Jesus, 

you who shaped us, O Spirit,  recreate us, come, be with us. 
 

In your presence, everyday God, we are gathered, O Jesus  

you have called us, O Spirit, to restore us, come, be with us. 
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Life of all lives, everyday God, love of all loves, O Jesus, 

hope of all hopes, O Spirit, light of all lights, come, be with us. 
 

In our resting, everyday God,  in our rising, O Jesus, 

in our hoping, O Spirit, in our waiting, come, be with us. 
 

In our dreaming, everyday God, in our daring, O Jesus, 

in our searching, O Spirit, in our sharing, come, be with us. 
 

God of laughter, everyday God, God of sorrow, O Jesus, 

home and shelter, O Spirit, strong and patient, come, be with us. 
 

Way of freedom, everyday God, star of morning, O Jesus, 

timeless healer, O Spirit, flame eternal, come, be with us. 
 

Word of gladness, everyday God, word of mercy, O Jesus, 

word of friendship, O Spirit, word of challenge, come, be with us. 
 

Gentle father, everyday God, faithful brother, O Jesus, 

tender sister, O Spirit, loving mother, come, be with us. 
 

Our beginning, everyday God, our unfolding, O Jesus, 

our enduring, O Spirit, journey's ending, come, be with us. 
 

Alleluia, everyday God, now and always, O Jesus, 

alleluia, O Spirit, through all ages, come, be with us. 
 

Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 

 Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 45 Words and Music:  

© 1996 Bernadette Farrell.  published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, USA.  All 

rights reserved.    

 

Prayers of adoration -  Let us pray together 

Lord, you are steadfast in your love and infinite in your mercy;  

I praise you for what you have done in my life … 
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            (Take a few moments to silently name some of the good   

              things that God has done in and through you) 
 

Thank you for the gift of Jesus who shows us what you are really like, and what we 

could be.   
  

You welcome sinners and invite them to be your guests.  Forgive each of us for when 

we have felt, or acted, as if we were better than other people. 
 

Loving God receive our prayers. 
 

                   (silence) 
 

We say together: 

I confess my sins, trusting in you to forgive me. 

Remember this - God always forgives those  who truly repent  

and  who desire to live a new life.   

Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 

Help us to  look, as in a mirror, and see someone who is precious to you,  

loved by you and vital to the things you want to do, to build your kingdom and 

make this world a better place.   Amen.  

 

 A Gospel Reading   - Mark 4:1-20 
 

Again Jesus began to teach beside Lake Galilee. The crowd that gathered 

around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it. The boat was out 

in the water, and the crowd stood on the shore at the water's edge. He used 

parables to teach them many things, saying to them: "Listen! Once there was a 

man who went out to sow grain. As he scattered the seed in the field, some of 

it fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some of it fell on rocky 

ground, where there was little soil. The seeds soon sprouted, because the soil 

wasn't deep. Then, when the sun came up, it burned the young plants; and 

because the roots had not grown deep enough, the plants soon dried up. 

Some of the seed fell among thorn bushes, which grew up and choked the 

plants, and they didn't bear grain. But some seeds fell in good soil, and the 

plants sprouted, grew, and bore grain: some had thirty grains, others sixty, 

and others one hundred." And Jesus concluded, "Listen, then, if you have 

ears!"  



4 

 

 

When Jesus was alone, some of those who had heard him came to him with the 

twelve disciples and asked him to explain the parables. "You have been given 

the secret of the Kingdom of God," Jesus answered. "But the others, who are 

on the outside, hear all things by means of parables, so that, 'They may look 

and look, yet not see; they may listen and listen, yet not understand. For if they 

did, they would turn to God, and he would forgive them.'“ 

 

Then Jesus asked them, "Don't you understand this parable? How, then, will 

you ever understand any parable?  

 

The sower sows God's message. Some people are like the seeds that fall along 

the path; as soon as they hear the message, Satan comes and takes it away. 

Other people are like the seeds that fall on rocky ground. As soon as they hear 

the message, they receive it gladly. But it does not sink deep into them, and 

they don't last long. So when trouble or persecution comes because of the mes-

sage, they give up at once. Other people are like the seeds sown among the 

thorn bushes. These are the ones who hear the message, but the worries about 

this life, the love for riches, and all other kinds of desires crowd in and choke 

the message, and they don't bear fruit. But other people are like seeds sown in 

good soil. They hear the message, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirty, some 

sixty, and some one hundred."   

 

In the online service we hear a version of the above from Bob Hartman’s Rhyming Bible:   

And during this reading,  as I sing the opening line of a version of 

  ‘ Row, row, row your boat’  those online are invited to join in with the rest of 

the chorus 

Sow, sow, sow, your seed, 

Gently on the ground. 

Which will grow, and which will not, 

and where will fruit be found?    
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Adapted from ‘Called to something smaller’ by The Methodist Church in Singapore 

We are not ordaining you to ministry -  that happened at your baptism. 

We are not ordaining you to be a caring person - that is incumbent on all who declare 

themselves to be followers of Jesus. 

We are not ordaining you to serve the church in committees and  in organising      

activities - that is part of what it means to be a member of the church. 

We are not ordaining you to be involved in pastoral care and the wider social  issues 

of injustice and discrimination, - that is the shared responsibility of all those who 

claim to follow Christ. 

We are ordaining you to something smaller and less spectacular, but still vital to the 

wellbeing of the church—To read and interpret the word of God so that it speaks 

clearly to the people of today. To celebrate those rites of passage that in their poetry 

address the deepest needs of humankind .And though it all to build  a  community of 

faith that will anticipate the kingdom and set women and men free to themselves 

minister as part of the body of Christ.  

This ministry, that you are called to is called presbyteral ministry,  a ministry of word 

and sacramental care. It is not ‘the’ ministry, as some would prefer to     believe. It is 

‘a’ ministry; but a ministry that can, at its best , encourage the      ministry of others 

and enable the change that is needed now, more than ever. 

Talk: - see CWEO pastoral letter for 13th March 

 

Time to Reflect 
 
Now take a moment to think about the following phrases, based on the Parable  of 
the Sower as they apply to your ministry as part of the church.  Do you agree or not, 
or are they only partly true and if so why? 
 

      All I can do is sow the seed… others may/will reap the harvest of the fruit 
      I need to always sow ‘gently’ 
      I am not responsible for what others do or do not do. 
      I may encourage but I cannot demand 
      No good thing (or flaw) is every wasted 
      We may never know in this life what was the good that we did. 
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A Prayer for Ukraine     - written by Pete Grieg from 24-7 Prayer 

Father God, King of all nations, we cry out to you now for the people of Ukraine. We ask 

you to rescue those who are vulnerable from the hands of their enemies that they may 

live without fear before you all their days [Luke 1:74-75]. 

Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 
Lord of lords and Prince of peace, our politicians are predicting the biggest war in Europe 

since 1945, and we simply cry out to you urgently to write another story in our time. 

Thwart the dark machinations of evil men. Give wisdom beyond human wisdom to 

peacemakers seeking an equitable and less violent way. May politicians exercise the wis-

dom from above, which is peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, and full of mercy [James 

3:17]. 

Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  grant us peace. 
 

Holy Spirit, we pray for the church in Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population 

call themselves Christian. Give our many brothers and sisters in that nation courage in 

this crisis that they may proclaim the good news of your kingdom, bind up broken hearts, 

and bring comfort to all who mourn. [Isaiah 61:1-2]. 

Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  grant us peace. 

 

 You Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; you break bows, shatter spears, and 

burn shields with fire [Psalm 46:9]. And so we ask you now to save the lives of many peo-

ple in Ukraine. Make a peace that is strong and not weak. De-escalate this crisis. We hear 
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of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you Lord are our rock, our fortress and our 

deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so we address the nations now. In the name of Jesus 

we say: “Be still and know God! He is exalted among the nations; he shall be exalted in 

the earth [Psalm 46:10]. 

Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  grant us peace. Amen 
  
Hymn – ‘Build your kingdom here’ 
 

Come set Your rule and reign,  in our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray,  unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope,  like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now. 
We are Your Church,  we need Your power, in us. 
 

We seek Your kingdom first,  we hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize 
To see the captive hearts released,  the hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause. 
We are Your church,  we pray revive this earth. 
 

    Build Your kingdom here, let the darkness fear 
    Show Your mighty hand, heal our streets and land 
    Set Your church on fire win this nation back 
    Change the atmosphere, build Your kingdom here,  we pray. 
 

Unleash Your kingdom's power,  reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop,  your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this,  awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 
We are Your church,  we are the hope on earth. 
 

   Build Your kingdom here…..   X2 
 

A Poem – that links into next week’s theme on sacramental living 

 

I who have given to thee my best 
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rejoice thy word is unexpressed 
and inexpressible must be 
on this side of eternity; 
 

And I with all my travail vast 
am glad that I must fail at last  
 

If I had found the word complete 
no glory could I march to meet; 
 

A pilgrim, home from pilgrimage! 
A soldier, with no fight to wage! 

 

But no my powers I still must spend 
and go on failing to the end,  
but – failing – I shall leave behind 
some hints of the eternal mind. 

 

And hungry pilgrims where I went, 
May find a broken sacrament. 
  

A  final prayer of blessing  – we say to each other 

 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the Love of God,  
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us now, and for evermore.      
Amen. 
                                          All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   
 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material   

 billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

