
  

 

THEME:  Calling part 2/3—  ‘A Sacramental life’ 

      

Sunday 20th March  2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)   

 Matt Beckingham’s music videos  incl. ‘Let Love be real’ and ’O God you 
search me and you know me’ , ‘Morning a has broken ‘ and ‘you are the vine’ 

 

 Welcome   

 

A defn‘ of a sacrament -  A God given means to receive or be reminded 

of God‘s unconditional love through a physical sign or symbol such as water, 
bread or wine or the experience of a committed relationship such as          
marriage.  

 

A Poem  about a broken sacrament    
 

I who have given to thee my best 
rejoice thy word is unexpressed 
and inexpressible must be 
on this side of eternity; 
 

And I with all my travail vast 
am glad that I must fail at last  
 

If I had found the word complete 
no glory could I march to meet; 
 

A pilgrim, home from pilgrimage! 
A soldier, with no fight to wage! 
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But no my powers I still must spend 
and go on failing to the end,  
but – failing – I shall leave behind 
some hints of the eternal mind. 

 

And hungry pilgrims where I went, 
May find a broken sacrament. 

  

Call to worship 
   

We worship together as we say together: 

May our lives be a living sign of your presence. 

May each and every word uttered from our lips, 

Speak of you. 

May each and every action, 

Sing of your love. 

May all that we say and do and are be a sacramental sign - 

To the praise and glory of your name we pray—Amen. 

 

 Hymn: ‘Lord Jesus Christ ‘   incl  v2  (Communion) 
   

           Lord Jesus Christ, 

           you have come to us, 

           you are one with us, 

           Mary's Son; 

           cleansing our souls from all their sin, 

           pouring your love and goodness in; 

           Jesus, our love for you we sing, 

           living Lord. 

 

           Lord Jesus Christ, 

           now and every day, 

           teach us how to pray, 

           Son of God. 

           You have commanded us to do 
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           this, in remembrance, Lord, of you; 

           into our lives your power breaks through, 

           living Lord. 

 

    Lord Jesus Christ, 

 you have come to us, 

 born as one of us, 

 Mary's Son; 

 led out to die on Calvary, 

 risen from death to set us free; 

 living Lord Jesus, help us see 

 you are Lord. 

 

    Lord Jesus Christ, 

 we would come to you, 

 live our lives for you, 

 Son of God. 

 All your commands we know are true; 

 your many gifts will make us new; 

 into our lives your power breaks through, 

 living Lord. 

 

Patrick Appleford (b. 1925) 

   

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 594 

Words and Music: © Josef Weinberger Ltd 

   
 

Opening Prayer   

Lord, you are Lord of all people and all nations, 

We lift before you the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia, 

Each girl and boy, each woman and man living in fear of what tomorrow 

might bring, 

We long for a time you spoke of through your prophet Isaiah, 
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When weapons of war would be beaten into ploughshares, 

When nation will no longer lift up sword against nation, 

 

We cry out to you for peace, 

Protect those who’s  only desire  is to live in security and safety, 

Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones, 

 

Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression, 

Fill earthly leaders with great wisdom to find paths to peace, 

 

Please Lord come and have your way in your world, 

May your will be done here, on earth as it is in heaven, 

May your peace reign. Now and always, 

We lift this prayer to you, our God who is able to do 

more than we can ever ask or imagine, 

In the name of Christ our saviour, 

Amen  

 

HYMN:  ‘Take my life and let it be 
 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips, and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 
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Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

Take my will, and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart — it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 
 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure-store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 

 
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836–1879) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 566 . 

 

 

 Reading 1   -   1 Cor. 11: 23-26 and Acts 2:38-39 

Paul writes to the church in Corinth -  I received from the Lord the teaching 

that I passed on to you: that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 

took a piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, "This is my 

body, which is for you. Do this in memory of me." In the same way, after the 

supper he took the cup and said, "This cup is God's new covenant, sealed 

with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in memory of me." This means 

that every time you eat this bread and drink from this cup you proclaim the 

Lord's death until he comes. 

And earlier in Jerusalem when asked what they should do in order to be a 

follower of Jesus, Peter said to them, "Each one of you must turn away from 

your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be 

forgiven; and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. For God's promise 

was made to you and your children, and to all who are far away—all whom 

the Lord our God calls to himself." 
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Talk pt. 1 - see CWEO pastoral letter for 20th  March 

Reading 2 - 1 John 3: 11, 16-19, 4: 7-12 

The message you heard from the very beginning is this: we must love one 
another. … This is how we know what love is: Christ gave his life for us. 
We too, then, ought to give our lives for others! If we are rich and see 
others in need, yet close our hearts against them, how can we claim that 
we love God? My children, our love should not be just words and talk; it 
must be true love, which shows itself in action. This, then, is how we will 
know that we belong to the truth; this is how we will be confident in 
God's presence. ….. 
 
Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. 
Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. And God showed his love for us by 
sending his only Son into the world, so that we might have life through 
him. This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the means by which our sins are forgiven. 
Dear friends, if this is how God loved us, then we should love one another. 
No one has ever seen God, but if we love one another, God lives in union 
with us, and his love is made perfect in us. 

  

Talk  - part 2 

 

 A Prayer for Ukraine     - based on a prayer from  Christian Aid 

Borders, barricades, bewilderment… When the bargaining begins, 

Loving God—please protect peace. 

Sanctions, security measured in minutes and it’s scary…When safety scatters, 

Loving God—please protect peace 
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 War dresses up in peace-keeper’s clothes, Troops amass, the ground trembles 
and so do people… When the future feels fragile, 

Loving God—please protect peace 

 The littlest, the least likely to have a say, Those whose lives are sanctioned and 
bargained over – Violence always finds them first. And the ‘oh-so-important’ 
political maneuvers mean nothing to them. They just want to live. When the 
winners want to wipe them out of the way, 
 

Loving God—please protect peace 

As this war drags on and  
w sadly become ‘used to’ the nightly reports of horror and the violence 

We will not turn away.  
We will stand together. 
We will pray. 
God give us the strength to protect peace. Amen      

Link—A hymn from Charles Wesley about sacramental love in marriage  — we can 

build each other up though we may not always think and speak the same but if we are 
‘concentred on Jesus ‘we can still be in harmony 

 
Hymn – ‘All praise to our redeeming Lord    ( Marriage) 

 
All praise to our redeeming Lord, who joins us by his grace, 
and bids us, each to each restored, together seek his face. 
 

He bids us build each other up; and, gathered into one, 
to our high calling's glorious hope  we hand in hand go on. 
 

The gift which he on one bestows, we all delight to prove; 
the grace through every vessel flows, in purest streams of love. 

 E'en now we think and speak the same, and cordially agree; 
concentred all, through Jesu's name, in perfect harmony. 
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We all partake the joy of one, the common peace we feel, 
a peace to sensual minds unknown, a joy unspeakable. 
 

And if our fellowship below in Jesus be so sweet, 
what heights of rapture shall we know when round his throne we meet! 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 608 . 

A  final prayer of blessing  – we say to each other 

 

 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
the Love of God,  
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us now, and for evermore.       
Amen. 

 
                                          All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   
 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material   

 billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

