
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 13th March 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,     

 

This is the first in a series on Callings and Ministries. Nearly 40 years ago I had a 

calling whilst working as a secondary school teacher to be a presbyteral minister, 

which is sometimes described as a ‘ministry of word and sacrament’. But I have 

also had, from before that, a calling to some aspects of ministry that are more 

specific. More about that in the third and final session. 

 

Today’s reading is a rhyming version from Bob Hartman of the Parable of the Sower 

as found in Mark 4, Luke 8 or Matthew 13 . It talks about the random sowing of the 

seed, and the differing results of it falling on hard or rocky ground or among thorns 

on in some cases on fertile ground. The seed is the telling of the good news of Jesus.  

So what for you is ’ the good news’ – How would you put it onto your own words, 

because only then can you be sowing, or testifying to, your good news based on your 

experience, rather than repeating the theory. The key thing is how others hear and/

or respond to the seed that falls on their unresponsive hearts and minds, rather 

than the fertile soil of spiritual  searching, but we still have the God given 

responsibility to sow the seed and share our good news ‘as best we can’. And to do 

so as often as we can and in ways that will reach the widest variety of people where 

they are. More about that in the final session as well. 

 

In an increasingly visual age, where a picture paints a 

thousand words, and where bite sized pieces from a 

variety of sources hold the attention and deliver more 

than any lengthy monologue, however carefully crafted, 

the unchanging word of God  can come alive in our 

sacramental living of the good news, where  spiritual truths can be seen and 

touched in the ordinary and every day. More about that sacramental understanding 

of being Christian next time, but till then keep scattering the seed, and praying that 

God will use all that you do in his name, even when it falls on deaf ears, and 

hardened hearts ….as it will. 

        David. 

 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

God of mystery, Sower, Saviour, Spirit, we worship you; 

and we ask you to give us: 

eyes to notice where the seeds of your kingdom are growing, 

courage to show them to others, 

faith enough to help nurture them, 

and a heart that delights in their harvest. Amen.  

 
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission.  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 

2 

Billericay Choral Society’s Spring Concert ‘Stainer’s Crucifixion and other choral 

works’ is in WR Church on Saturday 19 March at 7.30 pm.  Tickets £10 available 

from Brown Sugar/Slipped Discs 57-59 High St. 

or email billericaychoral@gmail.com 

Notices 

Our dear friend Tom F. who worshiped at Queens Park and lived in Park Lodge, 

passed away on Wednesday 2 March. He has lived with his daughter and family 

in Norwich for the past six months. He was a lovely man and will be greatly 

missed. His funeral is on 22 March at 2.00pm in Norwich.  

Contact Centre closing 

Due to the drop in enquiries for the service that we have been able to offer and the 

lack of volunteers, management members etc, the decision has been taken to 

bring the work of the contact centre to a close with immediate effect. In order to 

recognise the wonderful work that has been done over many years and to say 

thank you to each other, a thanksgiving party will be held on Sunday 8th May at 

3pm at Queens Park, to which all are welcome who have supported this work in 

any way in the past . 

David  B. 
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Notices 

 

Kenya Partnership Easter food-parcels appeal. As has been our 

custom for several years now, we hope to send a gift to Rev. 

Sammy for him to purchase basic food-items for the families 

living around the dump-site on the outskirts of Mombasa. 

Could you make a donation- perhaps the cost of a standard Easter-egg? Gifts can 

be made in the usual way- by BACS into the BMC account (reference "Kenya food 

parcels"), by cheque made out to Billericay Methodist church or by cash. Please 

clearly mark your donation. We'll keep the appeal open until the last Sunday in 

ALL WE CAN – Ukraine appeal  : Working together with the Global Relationships 

Team of the Methodist Church in Britain, donations will be used to support the re-

sponse to the crisis happening in Ukraine, and ensure that critical humanitarian 

assistance is available to those who need it. Please pray for the  

people of Ukraine today, and give all you can to the Ukraine Emergency Appeal.  

Cheques payable to  Billericay Methodist Church please, online donations to be 

marked ‘Ukraine’ and cash placed in an envelope if possible.  Update** Donation 

already sent - due to your wonderful response we have so far sent £5962.50 to All 

We Can - Ukraine appeal, plus I have another £842.50 to send them this week 

(both figures include gift aid we can claim on the donations). The appeal is ongoing. 

Lorraine.  

Annual General Meeting 

19 people (with 4 apologies) met at QP on Sunday 6th March at 3pm for the church 

AGM at which the 5 representatives to CC, (Roger and Linda D, Alyson S. David W. 

and Pam C.) already appointed (for 3 years) were confirmed and the name 

of  Elizabeth H. was proposed and unanimously agreed. Prayers were offered for the 

people of Ukraine and for the families of those who had recently died in our own 

fellowship. 

The rest of the meeting consisted of discussions on aspects of the Annual report for 

the past year (2021) and our thanks go again to Mike T. for his careful preparation 

of this document. There was encouraging news about the steady rise of our rental 

income after the pandemic, though some groups have not yet returned, and about 

the possibilities of the wider use of the Herongate Community Garden. We heard of 

new volunteers and staff in scouting, SMB and some aspects of church administra-

tion, but also heard of difficulties in other areas. In the final part of the meeting we 

revisited the principles and proposals of the Agenda of 2021 and measured our 

progress or lack of it in the twelve months since. We put this alongside the Special 

CC held in September 2021 and the votes on those five resolutions, 

and  particularly noted the difficulties there will be in sustaining the current hybrid 

pattern of worship and resources after the end of May with no circuit approach to 

online provision yet in place. The Leadership Team will consider this and other mat-

ters at its next meeting on the 28th March. The next AGM is ‘pencilled in’ for the af-

ternoon of the 5th March 2023   - David B 



Notices 

When we look into a face, we see a beautiful 

uniqueness, but also a beautiful connected-

ness.  We see Christ.  Who is our neigh-

bour?  Everyone; and in everyone, Christ. 

  

‘Christ over all, thank you for the diversity of 

your creation.  Help us to embrace and cele-

brate it.  And open our eyes so that we can see 

you in all things.  Amen’                      

                                                                                 

Gideon Heugh.  Poet   Tearfund Lent Devotional 

I would like to put in a request to any of our gardeners out there that might be lift-

ing and dividing annual perennials that if they have a section spare, we would love 

to plant it at QP. I am also looking for ground cover plants which are also very use-

ful at inhibiting weed growth !  I look forward to hearing from anyone and would 

collect if needed or arrange a time I am at the church to take delivery. Thanks in 

advance. Helen H. 

4 

Encouragement 

Cute little chicks knitted 

by WR  Knit and Chat. 

Waitrose have donated 

100 crème eggs to go 

inside each one for the 

Foodbank. 

Sky art: Is this an angel  

hovering overhead in Kiev? 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  18th March 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

11th Mar Rev. C McDonald   

13th Mar  Rev. D Bagwell *  

18th Mar Rev D Bagwell   

20th Mar  LA Rev D Bagwell  S * 

25th Mar A Bray     

27 Mar   G Hanton  

27th Mar Revd D Bagwell * 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

