
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 20th March 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,     

God is constantly calling us; gently inviting us to share in the building of his 

kingdom; wanting to bless us in the act of being a blessing to others.  
 

That calling may be to a specific action or word, or a longer term commitment to 

some form of service or ministry. Last week I looked at the Parable of the Sower 

and the ministry of ‘scattering’ the good news of Jesus, and who knows where it 

may fall and take root and bear fruit... or not!  This week I look at another aspect of 

presbyteral ministry – sacramental living. And I use that phrase so as to include, 

rather than exclude, as some have used the sacraments to do. And next week I 

round off the series by looking at the tensions that can arise between the general 

responsibilities of ministry and a more specific calling. 
 

The sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion are God given means to receive 

or be reminded of God’s unconditional love for us in Jesus, through a physical sign 

or symbol. In Baptism the symbol is that of water that is vital for life and cleanses 

us. In Communion it is the bread and wine, the food that strengthens us for service, 

as we remember the body and blood of Jesus shed for us on the cross. But there is 

also a sacramental approach to living that involves us in finding God’s presence in 

the ordinary things of life. 
 

That is the Celtic approach, which we have looked at before, in which the secular 

can be seen as a sacred means for God to guide and strengthen us. One example is 

a marriage or committed relationship where we experience God’s love and care 

through the love and care of another person. God speaks to us through our shared 

experience, and supports us when we are feeling weak through the faithfulness of 

the other, as we journey together. But every aspect of our daily life can become a 

sign and symbol for others of the love of God, so that the invisible is made visible 

and real. As the bible says, ‘No one has ever seen God but if we love one another 

(sacramentally) God lives’ (1 John 4:12a) 

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

      ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the       

         old has gone, the new is here!’  2 Cor 5:17 
 

Lord, thank you for the ways in which you transform us.  Help us to 

perceive and embrace the new things that you are doing in and around 

us.  Please make us aware of that which you want to do through us, so 

that we can be a blessing to others.  Amen. 

                                        Rev Lotwina Farodoye,   Oxted Team Ministry 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

The indoor market will be at St Mary Magdalen on Saturday 19th March running 

from 10am to 4pm. 

Kenya Easter appeal. We hope to send a donation to Rev. 

Sammy Kagwi to purchase food parcels for the desperately 

poor families living on the dumpsite near Mombasa.  

Sammy tells us that the situation in that area is critical - 

there is a severe drought and consequently starvation for 

many. Each food parcel will contain basic cooking ingredients such as maize & flour 

which will sustain a family for many weeks. Please can you help? We are a long way 

short of our target and every donation will be gratefully received. Gifts can be given 

in the following ways- By BACS into the church account- reference "Food Parcels", 

by cheque made out to Billericay Methodist church or by cash. Please clearly mark 

your gift. The appeal will close on Sunday 27th March. Thank you in anticipation. 

The Kenya team.  

Saturday 26 March : Billericay United Reformed Church are holding a Charities  

Tables Sale on from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon at the Mayflower Hall, Chapel Street, 

Billericay.  Come along and enjoy yourselves.  There will be items for sale to raise 

money for local and national charities.  

Prayers for Ukraine : There will be another opportunity to pray for the crisis in 

Ukraine on Sunday 20 March at 6.30 pm at Saint John’s. We will also be holding 

a Prayer Breakfast at 8.45am on Easter Day at Western Road - more details to  

Follow.  David B   
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Notices 

Our Circuit farewell service for Rev. David and Ann Bagwell will be held on Saturday 

30th April at 3pm at Queens Park Community Church. David will then be taking his 

3 month sabbatical prior to his retirement. Please make a note of the date. 

 

SMB Games Afternoon Saturday 2nd April 3 - 5pm at Billericay Baptist Church  

CM12 0NS.  All ages welcome. Bring your favourite game or try a new one or just 

come for refreshments. Donations for Schools Ministry Billericay. Please register on 

Eventbrite for catering purposes - search for ‘Schools Ministry Billericay’. 

Hosting Ukrainian Families - Rev Paul Carr writes 

I know many of you have been deeply disturbed with events in the Ukraine in recent 

times and feel powerless to do anything about it – apart from pray. Some of you 

have expressed an interest in doing something more practical. I've been looking 

around to see what Christian mission organisations are doing in response, and 

most, such as Samaritans Purse (OCC) are asking for funding and not facilitating 

the resettlement of Ukrainian nationals. However, Krish Kandiah, former principal 

of London School of Theology, and involved with Spring Harvest, has set up  

https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/ to do just that. You may have seen him 

on BBC Breakfast recently. 
 

Once you sign up to express an interest, you can name the person you would like to 

host.  Stephen Dray has contacts with church leaders in Ukraine of families who are 

seeking refuge. He tells me, if you are interested in support a family in this way, it 

would be good to know if you are looking to house a woman or a family or an elder-

ly couple and how many you could accommodate.  Stephen is in daily contact so 

this is something that could be resolved quite quickly and this will ensure you could 

host someone with a Christian faith.  If you feel this is something you would like to 

do, please sign up with Sanctuary Foundation and then contact Stephen who can 

help you with names to put down on your form. Michael Gove has spoken about 

how mission organisations and church contacts have a significant role to play in 

welcoming refugees into the UK – so this is a government sanctioned approach to 

supporting Ukrainian refugees.  

Contemplation Corner 

As the Arabs say,  
 

"The nature of rain is the same, 

but it makes thorns grow in the 

marshes and flowers in the  

gardens.” 

 

 Anthony de Mello, Awareness 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--essex/schools-ministry-billericay/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--essex/schools-ministry-billericay/
https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFMt7V2Sw9Y


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Leading online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  25th March 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

18th Mar Rev D Bagwell     

20th Mar   R & L Davison Rev D Bagwell  S * 

25th Mar Ann Bray     

27th Mar    Hanton WL   

1st Apr Steve Mayo     

3rd Apr   Gallehawk * Rev D Bagwell  S 

Sunday 27th March  - online service led by Rev D Bagwell 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

