
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 27th March 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends , 

In an interview shown in our online service - Baroness Richardson, a Methodist 

Minister describes a non hierarchical approach to ministry, when she says ‘being a 

Chair of District or President of Conference is not a higher form of ministry it’s just a 

different form of obedience’. She also speaks of, ‘the offering of the (particular) gifts 

that God has given you’ through your ministry. In my experience that is sometimes 

easier said than done. 

My calling has, from the very beginning, been to new and better ways of being 

church, and a Kingdom Discipleship approach to daily living. I have also been called 

by God to serve as a presbyter for the last 40 odd years; being ‘stationed’ in 5 

circuits with very different needs and opportunities. As I now look back, I feel that 

my most fulfilling, satisfying and dare I say fruitful periods have been when my 

presbyteral ministry has been able to accommodate and encourage my calling; my 

most frustrating, draining and barren periods being when the demands of the job 

and those around me,  meant that I was doing no more than keeping the ‘show on 

the road’, though seeds may have been unknowingly sown in fertile ground. As I now 

near retirement from my ministerial responsibilities, I look again for ways to renew 

and refresh my calling, and I await God’s guidance as to how and where that might 

be. 

All of us have faced this tension in our working lives in some way as the ever 

growing bureaucracy, of teaching or nursing for instance, dispirits those who know 

they were called to something so much better. There are always aspects of our work 

and daily life that are onerous but ‘have to be done’, but we need to make sure that 

these things do not crush our spirit or diminish our calling, for it is the liberating 

movement of the spirit that brings lasting change and  not simply the maintenance 

of the institution. So look again at the quality of your life, the balance in your life 

and the purpose of your life, and as soon as you are able - make those changes that 

will enable you to better fulfil your God given calling.  

 

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

      Micah 6:8   ‘ What does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to 

l  love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.’ 

Lord, show us what it means to act justly, love mercy and to walk 

humbly with you when it comes to tackling the climate crisis.  Reveal to 

me how I can help stand with those in need.  Amen. 

                                                                                

Hannington Muyenje,  Global campaigns team, Tear Fund 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

All We Can - Ukraine appeal - I have just sent an extra £1317.50 from your gener-

ous donations, this makes a total of £7280 including gift aid - a magnificent 

amount in such a short time. Thank you so much. The appeal is ongoing if you still 

want to donate.  Lorraine 

 

Our Circuit farewell service for Rev. David & Ann Bagwell will be held on Saturday 

30th April at 3pm at Queens Park Community church. David will then be taking 

his 3 month sabbatical prior to his retirement. Please make a note of the service-

date. 

Help wanted! Your friendly CWEO editors ( David A. and Rachel ) are 

always looking for encouragement and contemplation pieces to bal-

ance out the notices. These can be quotes, photos, images (just ensure 

the images are copyright free or taken by yourself). We are very grate-

ful to Pam  C for  the prayers she sends in too. There could even be a 

bit of poetry……. 

Prayers for Ukraine : We will  be holding a Prayer Breakfast at 8.45am on Easter 

Day at Western Road - more details to  Follow.  David B   
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Notices 

 

 

Encouragement 

Kenya Food-Parcels appeal. We are very grateful to those 

who have made a donation towards this. The money we 

send will be used by our friend Rev. Sammy to purchase 

basic, essential cooking ingredients (rice, flour etc) for the 

families around the Mwakirunge dump-site. It's not too 

late to support this, but we'll need to close the appeal this Sunday (27th). If you're 

able to help, your gift can be given as follows- by BACS into the church account, 

reference "food parcels", by cheque made out to "Billericay Methodist church", or 

as cash. Please clearly mark your donation. 

Thank you in anticipation. Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie and Heather. 

SMB Games Afternoon Saturday 2nd April 3 - 5pm at Billericay Baptist Church  

CM12 0NS.  All ages welcome. Bring your favourite game or try a new one or just 

come for refreshments. Donations for Schools Ministry Billericay. Please register on 

Eventbrite for catering purposes - search for ‘Schools 

 

 

God of Eve and God of Mary, by Fred Kaan 

God of Eve and God of Mary, 

God of love and mother-earth, 

thank you for the ones who with us 

shared their life and gave us birth. 

 

As you came to earth in Jesus, 

so you come to us today; 

you are present in the caring 

that prepares us for life's way.  

 

Thank you that the Church , our Mother, 

gives us bread and fills our cup, 

and the comfort of the Spirit 

warms our hearts and lifts us up. 

 

Thank you for belonging, shelter, 

bonds of friendship, ties of blood, 

and for those who have no children, 

yet are parents under God. 

 

God of Eve and God of Mary, 

Christ our brother, human Son, 

Spirit, caring like a Mother, 

take our love and make us one! 
Words © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, 380 S 

The hymn was written specifically for 

Mothering Sunday by Fred Kaan when 

he was serving as a part-time minister 

for a small housing estate congrega-

tion in Swindon. A few years later, he 

was asked to write a companion 

hymn for Father’s Day (“God of Adam, 

God of Joseph”). In both hymns, he 

gives thanks for the possibilities of 

parenthood and for inspiration found 

in the loving heart of God, but one 

phrase occurs in both texts – it gives 

particular thanks “for those who have 

no children, / yet are parents under 

God”.  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-

faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/

hymns/god-of-eve-and-god-of-mary-stf

-119/ 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--essex/schools-ministry-billericay/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--essex/schools-ministry-billericay/


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Leading online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  1st April 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

25th Mar A Bray     

27th Mar   Hanton WL  

1st Apr S. Mayo     

3rd Apr   
Gallehawk * 

  

Rev D Bagwell  S 

  

8th April E Hardy     

10th April   Rev D Bagwell  *   

Sunday 27th March  - online service led by Rev D Bagwell 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

