
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 6th March 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,     

Since 1924 there has been a Methodist presence and witness in Billericay. This is a 

remarkable achievement, and I am indebted to Geraldine H. for allowing me to 

share the information Martyn collected a few years ago. It is important to remember 

our heritage, our story, just as the Israelites remembered and re-told their story of 

slavery, freedom, and God’s covenant through the Old Testament. Just as they gave 

their first fruits when arriving in the promised land (Deuteronomy 26.1-11) so may 

we give thanks for all those who have been part of the witness in Billericay, for 

those who have been, those who are here now, and those yet to come. Those who 

have walked through the door, those who have worshipped, and those who have 

served; ministers, deacons, lay workers, local preachers, worship leaders, stewards, 

musicians, group leaders, tea-makers, technicians and so many more. 

 Gardens and deserts feature throughout the Bible, but they are more than 

physical places. Jesus spent much time in the wilderness before he started his 

public ministry (Luke 4.1-13). But as we enter Lent, we too, like the Israelites and 

Jesus, are entering a kind of wilderness. But don’t be afraid of the starkness ahead! 

Gardens and deserts are an inner landscape all our hearts must pass through. If you 

read Jean M Watt’s poem, Lent, “there is a precious space” to behold. Embrace the 

spaciousness as a time for withdrawal, reflection, contemplation, and prayer. Jesus 

was certainly led by the Spirit into the wilderness, but not to tempt him, rather 

sustain him for the challenges ahead. The desert refined him both physically and 

spiritually as it does for us. Reflect on Stanley Spencer’s painting Christ in the 

Wilderness, The Scorpion where we see Jesus, famished and weary cradling and 

contemplating a scorpion in his hand. It is in the scorpion’s nature to attack (it 

already has) but it is in Jesus’ nature to love not harm. He has surrendered himself 

to God’s will and emptied himself of all his divine powers and we see the 

vulnerability of being human laid bare. There is no one better acquainted than Jesus 

with the rigors of being human, the temptations, the joys and the demands of both 

garden and desert. I challenge you to reflect on where your garden and your desert 

is during this time of Lent.     Rachel 

 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

God of togetherness, We set aside the Lent season for you; we declare 

it to be holy ground. Help us to refocus and reorientate. Where 

connections have been severed, may there be a great mending. Where 

people are facing challenges such as poverty alone, may community 

rise up to make a way.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

                                                                One Voice in Prayer.  Tearfund 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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The Funeral and Thanksgiving services for the life of Gill Turnbull will be held on 

Monday March 7th. Details as follows - 2.30pm at Bentley crematorium (Ongar 

Road, Pilgrims Hatch), followed by a service of Thanksgiving at Western Road 

church at 3.30pm.  All are welcome at either or both services. 

Following the thanksgiving service, refreshments will be served in the hall at the 

back, where Gill faithfully led the pre-school and ran Brownies for so many years. 

Notices 

Prayers for Ukraine  

Emmanuel Church had over 80 people attending Prayers for Ukraine last Sunday at 

12.30 pm – several who weren’t church attendees and, it is thought that all CTB 

churches were represented.  They are planning to hold another prayer event for 

Ukraine this coming Sunday 6 March at 7.00 pm, all are welcome. 

 

Alongside the prayer for March on our website there are additional resources on 

this link - David B       

https://revpacman.com/2022/02/24/a-prayer-for-the-crisis-in-ukraine/ 

Birthday Congratulations. : We send our very best wishes to Peter G as he  

celebrates a special birthday on March 12th.  Congratulations Peter, we hope you 

and Denise have a very happy day. 

The thanksgiving service for Rosemary Culver will be at Western Road at 2:15pm 

on Friday 11th March. The family would welcome church friends to join them. Any 

donations will go to kidney research. 

https://revpacman.com/2022/02/24/a-prayer-for-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
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Notices 

Our Circuit farewell service for Rev. David & Ann Bagwell will be held on Saturday 

30th April at 3pm at Queens Park Community church. David will then be taking his 

3 month sabbatical prior to his retirement. Please make a note of the service-date. 

 

BMC AGM at QP — all welcome : Come along to QP on Sunday 6th March at 3pm 

for a meeting lasting about an hour when we review the annual reports and our 

priorities going forward and appoint your representatives for the Church Council. 

Kenya Partnership Easter food-parcels appeal. As has been our 

custom for several years now, we hope to send a gift to Rev. 

Sammy for him to purchase basic food items for the families 

living around the dump-site on the outskirts of Mombasa. 

Could you make a donation - perhaps the cost of a standard Easter-egg? Gifts can 

be made in the usual way - by BACS into the BMC account (reference "Kenya food 

parcels"), by cheque made out to Billericay Methodist church or by cash. Please 

clearly mark your donation. We'll keep the appeal open for the 4 Sundays in March. 

Thank you in anticipation. 

Love Billericay Prayer Initiative meeting: Next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd 

March from 8 - 9pm. This will be on Zoom and is open to everyone who is part of 

the local church in Billericay. It was fantastic to have over 50 people represent-

ing most, if not all, of our congregations on our first call and we are meeting again 

to build on this momentum of missional prayer for our town. The meeting will be an 

opportunity to remind ourselves from scripture and from personal testimonies that 

God hears and answers our prayers. To that end, if you have a story of answered 

prayer that you would like to share on the night we'd love to hear it. We'll also 

spend time praying in unity for our town and God's kingdom purposes to be  

realised. Hoping that you can join us on Zoom. 

 

ALL WE CAN – Ukraine appeal  : As communities face violence, upheaval, and the 

trauma of war, your urgent support is needed. Working together with the Global 

Relationships Team of the Methodist Church in Britain, donations will be used to 

support the response to the crisis happening in Ukraine, and ensure that critical 

humanitarian assistance is available to those who need it. Please pray for the  

people of Ukraine today, and give all you can to the Ukraine Emergency Appeal. 

Your gift today will be used to meet emergency needs.  Cheques payable to  

Billericay Methodist Church please, online donations to be marked ‘Ukraine’ and 

cash placed in an envelope if possible.  We will send any gift aid that can be 

claimed with our donations.  Many thanks, Lorraine. 
 

As a church we have this week sent a donation of £500 to All We Can from our  

annual donations budget as our immediate response to this appeal. 



Contemplation Corner 

Notices 

Lent 
  

Lent is a tree without blossom, without leaf, 

Barer than blackthorn in its winter sleep, 

All unadorned. Unlike Christmas which decrees 

The setting up, the dressing up of trees, 

Lent is a taking down, a stripping bare, 

A starkness after all has been withdrawn 

Of surplus and superfluous, 

leaving no hiding place, only an emptiness 

Between black branches, a most precious space 

before the leaf, before the time of flowers; 

Lest we should only see the leaf, the flower, 

Lest we should miss the stars. 
  

Jean M. Watt 

Date for your Diary:  A Pastoral Meeting will be taking place at Western Road on 

Wednesday, 9th March at 3.00pm in the Church.  The meeting has been called to 

discuss all aspects of pastoral care including arrangements during the sabbatical/

interregnum period from May to August.  Anyone wishing to attend is very welcome.  

SMB AGM on ZOOM  will be held on Wednesday 9th March from 8pm to 10pm  All 

are welcome to attend.  
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Flowers bloom in Lake Meadows. 

For I am convinced that 

  neither death nor life,  

  neither angels nor demons,  

  neither the present nor the future,  

  nor any powers,  

  neither height nor depth,  

  nor anything else in all creation,  

will be able to separate us from  

the love of God that is in Christ  

Jesus our Lord.  

  Romans 8 v 38,39 

Encouragement 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

*  Also preparing online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  11th March 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

4th Mar Mark Smith   

6th Mar  Gallehawk * Rev. C McDonald 

11th Mar Rev. C McDonald   

13th Mar  Rev. D Bagwell *  

18th Mar Rev D Bagwell     

20th Mar   LA Rev D Bagwell  S * 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

