
  

 

THEME: “When did Jesus rise... for you?” 

EASTER DAY 
Sunday 17th April 2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)   

‘He is risen’, ‘In Christ alone’, ‘Because he lives’ 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to worship 

Easter Sunday 

The beginning of a new week 

 The celebration of a new age 

The anniversary of the death of death 

The Lord is risen 

He is risen indeed 

Jesus lives 

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Responsive Prayer 

Because he lives, we too shall live 

He has gone to prepare a place for us 

with his father and our Father 

and his presence is with us always. 
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So this is the day of new life 

Blessed are the poor in spirit 

For the kingdom of heaven is here. 

Blessed are they that mourn  

For this day of resurrection is their comfort 

Blessed are the pure in heart 

for the Lord is risen to be with them 

Blessed are the peacemakers 

For this day is the triumph of the Prince of Peace 

So this is the day, this is the day 

to give thanks and celebrate 

and rejoice with all our being 

In the God who made us 

In the Saviour who suffered for us 

Died for us 

and is risen again.  

In the power of his life giving,   

ever present spirit 

let us worship God.  

Amen. 

  

HYMN—’Christ the Lord is risen today’ 
   
Christ the Lord is risen today;  Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens; and earth reply: Alleluia! 
 

Lives again our glorious King;  Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting?      Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save; Alleluia! 
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia 
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Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won;         Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise;            Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise:            Alleluia 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head;  Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise; Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies: Alleluia! 

  

 Prayers of adoration – adapted from  Methodist AllWeCan website 

Gracious God—You are the resurrection and the life 

May we trust in the power of your spirit 

And let us live for your glory 

In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen. 

 

Loving God—this Easter Sunday, let us celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, 

The Prince of Peace. 

Let us share our celebration with loved ones, 

Whether our communities gather in church or online, 

Let us hold onto one another on this joyous day 

As we sing of the wonder of your love that has overcome death itself. 

Amen. 

 

Holy God—As spring brings new life 

We thank you for the eternal life that you offer us this day. 

As we break bread and drink wine, 

We thank you for the sacrifice of Jesus that made that life possible. 

As we read the Easter story, 

We thank you for your love that brings new life for us and the world as a 

whole. Amen. 
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Readings 

Reading 1-  Luke 24:1-7   

 
Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, carrying the 
spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the entrance 
to the tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
They stood there puzzled about this, when suddenly two men in bright shining 
clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the women bowed down to the ground, as 
the men said to them, "Why are you looking among the dead for one who is 
alive? He is not here; he has been raised. Remember what he said to you while 
he was in Galilee: 'The Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, be 
crucified, and three days later rise to life.' " 
 
Reading 2  - John 20:24-28   
 
One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" Thomas 
said to them, "Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
on those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later the 
disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was with them. The doors 
were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and look at my hands; 
then reach out your hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and 
believe!" Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 
  
 Reading 3 - Acts 9: 1b-5   
 
 .. Saul kept up his violent threats of murder against the followers of the Lord. 
He went to the High Priest and asked for letters of introduction to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he should find there any followers of the 
Way of the Lord, he would be able to arrest them, both men and women, and 
bring them back to Jerusalem. As Saul was coming near the city of Damascus, 
suddenly a light from the sky flashed around him. He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul! Why do you persecute me?" "Who are 
you, Lord?" he asked. "I am Jesus, whom you persecute," the voice said. 
    

  

Talk    - see CWEO for 17th April 
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HYMN—’In Christ alone’ 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

he is my light, my strength, my song ;  

this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease !  

My Comforter, my All in All, 

here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone !   — who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless babe !  
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save :  
till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
for every sin on him was laid ;  

here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain :  
then bursting forth in glorious Day 
up from the grave he rose again !  
And as he stands in victory, 
sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine — 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me ;  
from life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand ;  
till he returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I'll stand !  
    
 

Responsive Prayers of Intercession     

We pray to the risen Jesus who is present with us to eternity.  

Risen Jesus, light of the world,  

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 
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Risen Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Risen Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry … 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Risen Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Risen Jesus, our way, our truth, our life  

be with us and all who follow you in the way … 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth 

and fill us with your life. 

Risen Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Risen Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,  

recover the straggler, bind up the injured, strengthen the sick  

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 

Risen Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Risen Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you … 

Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Risen Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us, 

accept our prayers, and be with us always. 

Amen. 
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HYMN  – ‘Thine be the glory’   

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won ;  

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay: 

 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

 endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

           Thine be the glory…. 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 

life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

         Thine be the glory….. 

Edmond Budry (1854–1932)     translated by Richard Birch Hoyle (1875–1939)   Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 313 . 

 

Act of Dedication 
In the strength of Jesus’ victory we go from here 

Those who are commissioned to carry his love 

into every aspect of our daily life. Jesus is Lord! 
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Not a good man now dead,  

but a risen Saviour 

Not a figure in a book  

but God’s  living presence with us 

We will worship him and serve him  

Trust him and be guided by him 

so that all the praise and glory goes to him  

and we see his kingdom come.  

Amen. 

 

The grace and blessing 

 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God and one another in 

the words of the Grace. 

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   

The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

 be with us all, evermore.  

 Amen.  

                                          All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material   

 billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

