
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 10th April 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

On this the first day of Holy Week, Jesus freely chose to confront the evil that would 

within days lead to his death. He could have walked away. He could have stayed in 

the relative safety of Galilee in the north but instead he chose to enter and then stay 

in Jerusalem, where he would be at the mercy of the religious leaders, and a crowd 

that would, within days, be calling for his crucifixion. 

That is the extent of God’s love that we see in Jesus. That is the measure of the 

obedience and trust that Jesus had in God as his Father. That is the reason that we 

can face an uncertain future, and freely choose to stay, or flee, in the midst of 

danger and despair, to do what is needed - the parallels with the difficult choices 

that all in Ukraine have had to make, are all too obvious.  

 

This week, Jesus chose death with God by his side rather than life without God. He 

chose to face the evil that had long threatened us all, and defeat it, once and for all. 

We know in the light of Easter Day, that that was the right choice, the point is that 

when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday he didn’t know for sure, and when 

he wrestled with God in prayer on Maundy Thursday in the Garden of Gethsemane 

he was even less sure, but still he said,’ if this cup of suffering cannot be taken away 

from me, then your will be done.’ (Mark 14: 36) 

 

He didn’t want to die in pain and God didn’t make him – Jesus chose on this day to 

face his fears,  and in offering his life on the cross he displayed a love that is 

stronger than death, a love that can forgive us and heal us, and give us fresh hope 

for a better tomorrow.  

That is what we celebrate and remember during Holy Week and it all begins today, 

when having set his face towards Jerusalem months before, he deemed the time 

was now right to enter Jerusalem. He had the freedom to walk away, but he used 

that same freedom to stay, and in the process gave us the freedom that we enjoy to 

this day.   Amen.  

      David. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

Dear Lord, your grace and steadfast love flows in eternal streams which 

cleanse and fulfil us. As we follow in your steps this Holy Week,  may 

we meditate on your Word and life, drawing us closer to you. Amen.. 

(RG) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 

2 

Notices 

Pilgrimage: The Road to the Scottish Isles 

This series returns on BBC2 at 9:00pm on Friday 8th April. Seven celebrities of dif-

fering faiths and beliefs set out in search of St Columba,  Laurence Llewelyn-

Bowen; England cricketing legend and practising Sikh Monty Panesar; actor Louisa 

Clein, who is Jewish; TV personality and agnostic Nick Hewer; social media influenc-

er and Christian Scarlett Moffatt; comedian and Muslim Shazia Mirza; and Paralym-

pian and lapsed Christian Will Bayley.  

Prayers for Ukraine :  Don’t forget we will  be holding a Prayer Breakfast at 8.45am 

on Easter Day at Western Road . David B   

Herongate Saturday Garden Club and Community Garden  

It is with sadness that the decision has been taken to cease meeting as a group of 

gardeners on Saturday mornings in a  few weeks time… unless anything changes 

dramatically in the meantime. With the current numbers of volunteers and leader-

ship it was not sustainable and so we will meet on the remaining Satur-

day mornings and formally finish on the 16th April.  
 

A notice will then be put by the gate with contact details should anyone come along 

and want to know more or indeed wish to be part of any future gardening group. We 

also hope to make arrangements for access to tools etc. for those who may wish to 

pop in from time to time as individuals and do what they can to care for the garden. 

This is obviously not ideal, and is one loose end that I hoped could have been re-

solved before Ann and I finish at the end of April, but we remain so grateful for all 

the friendship and support, and sheer hard work that has been given in turning a 

wasteland into what is now a beautiful and useful space. It has been over four years 

since we started and whatever the future now holds it has been a joy to 

work together on this project.  David B 
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Notices 

Help wanted! Your friendly CWEO editors ( David A. and Rachel ) are always looking 

for encouragement and contemplation pieces to balance out the notices. These can 

be quotes, photos, images (just ensure the images are copyright free or taken by 

yourself). We are very grateful to Pam  C for  the prayers she sends in too. There 

could even be a bit of poetry……. 

Holy Week Programme 
Palm Sunday 10th April            All age Parade Service, 10:30am Western Road 

  Jesus enters Jerusalem 

 

Maundy Thursday 14th April     Open air informal Communion, 7:00pm  

              Herongate Community Garden 

  Jesus prays in the garden on the night before he died 

 

Good Friday 15th April               Pause for Thought, 11:45am Queens Park 

  Jesus dies on the cross 

 

Easter Day 17th April                 Prayer Breakfast, Western Road (Hall) 

    Breakfast rolls served from 8:45am.  

   Prayers for Ukraine from 9:15am onwards 

 

Easter Day  17th April                Celebration,  10:30am Western Road 

  Jesus is risen - Alleluia! 

Circuit Farewell Service for David & Ann Bagwell  

You are warmly invited to the on Saturday April 30th at 3pm at Queens Park Com-

munity church, which will be led by Rev. Felicity Al-Hassan.  

The service will be followed by refreshments. Please do come and acknowledge all 

that David & Ann have done during their 10 years with us. (The Circuit Stewards. ) 

 

We would be very grateful for any contributions for the tea after the Farewell ser-

vice please let Helen H.  know if you are able to help with this and if you are unsure 

what to offer please ask.  Thank you. Liz R. 

 

Thank you! 

Alec and Catherine would like to thank the Church Family for 

the flowers they received recently, They were beautiful and 

very much appreciated by them both.  
 

 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes  be-

fore. 

*  Leading online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  15th April 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

8th April E Hardy     

10th April   Rev D Bagwell  *   

15th Apr Rev D Bagwell     

17th Apr   Rev D Bagwell S * Joint service @ WR 

22nd 

April 
M Smith     

24 April   Rev D Bagwell*  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

