
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 17th April 2022 —  Easter Day 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

My very first sermon as a local preacher was preached on Easter Day in 1979 at 

Batheaston Methodist Church, and here I am 43 years later sharing that good news 

again; that the Jesus who died is now alive, and lives for ever more. I shall say more 

about the centrality of that message next week when I preach my very last sermon in 

circuit ministry, prior to retirement; but for today I ask the question, that I asked in my 

very first Easter Day sermon in circuit ministry in 1987, ‘When did Jesus rise’ and more 

to the point, ‘When did Jesus rise for you? 
 

You see the resurrection is one of those events in history that no-one actually saw. All 

that we know is when individuals knew that the one they had seen die, was alive and 

with them still. And for different people that came at different times in different ways. 

For Mary and her friends it was early one morning as she went with others to the 

grave, and found to her surprise the gravestone rolled away ( Luke 24:1-7). For 

Thomas it was a week later when after hearing the unbelievable claims of others, he 

saw for himself the risen Jesus, and for the first time could say, ‘My Lord and My God’. 

(John 20:24-28). For Paul, then called Saul, it was on the road to Damascus when he 

heard the voice of the one whose followers he was persecuting, and in a flash knew 

that it was he who had got it all wrong. (Acts 9:5) 
 

In these and millions of other ways down through the centuries, individuals have 

become convinced that the Jesus of history who died on a cross is alive and active by 

his spirit right now and can transform and change, not only our individual lives but the 

life of the world. Bringing new life, as the kingdom that he spoke about, slowly but 

surely, emerges from the ruins of our failure. 
 

That is the good news, that I continue to believe and to preach, and as I shall explain 

next week, if I had only one more sermon in me that is the good news that I would 

choose to share one more time.   

 David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite and Rosemary Lowe.  

Christ the Lord is risen today; Alleluia!  

All creation joins to say: Alleluia!  

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!  

Sing, you heavens, let earth reply: Alleluia!  
 

    C Wesley  StF 298 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

Prayers for Ukraine :  Don’t forget we will  be holding a Prayer Breakfast at 8.45am 

on Easter Day at Western Road .  David B   

Kenya Partnership:  Thanks to the generosity of our church family, 

we have sent to Rev. Sammy the sum of £1500 which he will use 

to buy basic food items such as flour & rice to make up as food 

parcels & distribute at Easter to the families living around the 

dump-site in Mombasa. We've also sent a gift from our "Grace Centre" fund for 

Sammy to purchase a bio-digester for the farm project - another vital piece of  

equipment! Thank you everyone.         The Kenya team 

Circuit Farewell Service for David & Ann Bagwell  

You are warmly invited to the on Saturday April 30th at 3pm at Queens Park Com-

munity church, which will be led by Rev. Felicity Al-Hassan.  

The service will be followed by refreshments. Please do come and acknowledge all 

that David & Ann have done during their 10 years with us.    The Circuit Stewards. 
 

We would be very grateful for any contributions for the tea after the Farewell  

service please let Helen H.  know if you are able to help with this and if you are  

unsure what to offer please ask.  Thank you. Liz R. 

PASTORAL CARE : During the period from the beginning of May until the end of  

August, as Pastoral Secretary, I have agreed to be the first point of contact for any 

pastoral concerns or matters.  Please feel free to call me, I will help wherever I can 

and in circumstances requiring a Minister or someone else I will be happy to assist 

in contacting the appropriate person. Lyn Bowditch 



Holy Week Programme 
Good Friday 15th April               Pause for Thought, 11:45am Queens Park 

  Jesus dies on the cross 

 

Easter Day 17th April                 Prayer Breakfast, Western Road (Hall) 

    Breakfast rolls served from 8:45am.  

   Prayers for Ukraine from 9:15am onwards 

 

Easter Day  17th April                Celebration,  10:30am Western Road 

  Jesus is risen - Alleluia! 

Encouragement 

Two photos from QP. 
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95 chicks with eggs, prepared a few weeks ago, 

ready for the food bank.  Aren't they hilarious! 

Julie C 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road, Herongate and Online have a scheduled 

10:30am start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 

minutes  before. 

*  Leading online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  22nd April 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

15th Apr Rev D Bagwell     

17th Apr   Rev D Bagwell S * Joint service @ WR 

22nd Apr M Smith     

24 April   Rev D Bagwell *  

29th Apr J Cristin     

1st May   I Brown * G Hanton WL 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

