
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 1st May 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

I think it is reasonable to say that when we decide to take a new and major path in 

our lives, which ultimately does not work out in a way that we desired or expected, 

that our natural reaction is to go back to what we did before. Thus, despite two 

resurrection appearances, at the prompting of Peter, he and the other disciples 

reverted to fishing. 
 

It is interesting to note that when Peter decided to go fishing the other disciples 

followed him. The fact that others naturally followed Peter indicates that he had the 

gift of leadership. And so, the action of Peter’s fellow disciples following him to fish 

corroborates the view that it is other people who recognize our gifting. And 

therefore, surely it is no surprise that Jesus commissioned Peter as a leader. 
 

Note, it was John who had the Spiritual insight to discern the identity of Jesus, not 

Peter. Another interesting point is that the reinstatement of Peter has a strong 

similarity to his initial calling (Luke 5 passage). One of those similarities is that 

Peter acknowledges his sinfulness before Jesus, literally in the Luke passage, by his 

actions in the resurrection appearance. Due to his disloyalty towards him, Peter 

desperately needed Jesus’ forgiveness, thus the reason for plunging into the water 

once he was aware that he was in Jesus’ presence. Note, Jesus did not make a big 

deal of forgiving Peter, an example for all of us to follow. 
 

Surely, Peter needed the assurance of Jesus’ forgiveness to prevent there being any 

hindrances in the leadership of the early and anxious days of the Christian Church. 

Same with us, sometimes we need to resolve issues in our lives for us to move on 

with God. Every time Peter confirms to Jesus his love of Him, Jesus gave him a job. 

And therefore, one of the main messages of this passage, is that if we love Jesus, 

we serve Him and others. 
 

Serving comes with a cost.   

Are we prepared to pay that cost?         

      Ian 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe. 

Let us worship the Christ who draws near to each of us. Let us praise 

the Christ who loves the worst among us. Let us bless the Christ who 

shares with the least among us. Let us glorify the Christ who 

intercedes for all among us. Amen.            Ann Griffiths (1776-1805)  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

A final reminder! You are warmly invited to the Circuit Farewell Service for David & 

Ann Bagwell this Saturday - April 30th - at 3pm at Queens Park Community Church, 

which will be led by Rev. Felicity Al-Hassan. The service will be followed by refresh-

ments. Please do come and acknowledge all that David & Ann have done during 

their 10 years with us.      The Circuit Stewards.  

PASTORAL CARE. During the period from the beginning of May until the end of  

August, as Pastoral Secretary, I have agreed to be the first point of contact for any 

pastoral concerns or matters.  Please feel free to call me, I will help wherever I can 

and in circumstances requiring a Minister or someone else I will be happy to assist 

in contacting the appropriate person.    Lyn B 

A reminder that there is a celebration afternoon tea for the work of the Contact 

Centre on 8 May at 3pm at Queens Park to thank everyone who has helped in any 

role over the past 25 years. So many have kindly given their time and expertise but 

we may still not have tracked everyone down so please do share this invite and let 

Liz Read know if you are coming.     Thanks Liz and Ruth 

We send our warmest congratulations to Katy and Mark on the birth of their son 

who was born in the early hours of Monday morning. We also send congratulations 

and very best wishes to Heather and David A on the safe arrival of their first grand-

son.  

The future of Online services: New services have been posted to our Youtube chan-

nel each week for many months. The content of these services and the production 

of the videos has been done predominantly by our minister, Rev D Bagwell. We plan 

to continue with the same format for most of May but thereafter the format is likely 

to change. If you have views or ideas on how you would like the weekly online ser-

vices to continue or want to get involved then please email us. David A & Rachel G 
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Encouragement 

Help wanted! Your friendly CWEO editors ( David A. and Rachel ) are always looking 

Nestling in the heart of  the Essex countryside is 3 acres of Beeleigh Abbey Gardens, 

near Maldon, by the river Chelmer. Not large, and only open for visitors on Fridays 

depending on month from April to September at £7 adults, children 5-16yrs £2.50.   

A haven for peace and quiet, history and beauty, owned by Christopher and  

Catherine Foyle (the book empire) since 2000 whose enthusiasm over the years 

have enhanced its beauty. The original Abbey founded in 1180 is long gone but the  

surviving buildings (after Henry VIII’s reformation) were incorporated into an early 

17th century timber framed private house. There is a new Tea Cabin & Courtyard 

Area for refreshments and simple meals.  Submitted by Mike and  Pam T 

A photo of Thorpeness Meare. 

Submitted by Lyn B 

People have been out and about enjoying the warm weather. 

Closer to home, the bluebells are 

out in Norsey Woods. 

Submitted by Heather A 

https://www.visitmaldon.co.uk/beeleigh-abbey/


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

*  Leading online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  6th May 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

29 April J Cristin     

1 May   I Brown* G Hanton 

6 May A Davis     

8 May   A Williams*  

13 May Rev C McDonald     

15 May   LA No service 

The Online service on 15th May will be led by R Gallehawk 
The LA at WR on 15th May will be led by Heather B’s home group. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

