
  

 

  

Sunday 15 May 2022  

 10.30am.  

Music beforehand :  Morning has broken/Jesus calls us here to meet him/ 
all creatures of our God and King 

Call to worship:  

We come to hear your Word together, 

may it inform our decisions. 

We come to share your peace, 

may our understanding be broadened. 

We come to pray together, 

may our hearts embrace the world’s needs. 

We come to sing and worship together, 

may our vision of your Church be enlarged. 

We offer you ourselves as we are, 

may we be blessed with a sense of all we can be. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fall upon us. Amen 

Hymn STF 57 Let all the world in  
every corner sing  
 
1. Let all the world in every corner sing 
My God and King! 

The heavens are not too high 

His praise may thither fly; 

The earth is not too low 

His praises there may grow . 

Let all the world in every corner sing: 

my God and King! 

 

 

2. Let all the world in every corner sing: 

my God and King! 

The Church with psalms must shout, 

no door can keep them out; 

but above all, the heart 

must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner sing: 

my God and King! 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise 
 
Loving and gracious. God.  

We thank you for your many gifts to us.  

For the world which you have made.  

To provide us with all that we need for life.  

And be our place of pilgrimage.  

For the gift of one another.  

The caring and sharing, the laughter and tears 

The demands and rewards of loving.  

For life itself, with its opportunities.  

Its challenges, its moments of joy.  

For all this we thank you, parent God.  

 

We thank you most faithful God.  

For the gift of yourself, 

Your steadfast, forgiving love for your people.  

Despite their straying hearts.  

And the acts of disobedience.  

And for sending your only son to share our human life with us.  

To call us back to you  

To die for us upon the cross  

and to be raised again. That we might know  

true and eternal life in you.  

Loving and gracious God, we thank you for your many gifts to us. 

Amen 

The Word in the World: Prayers for Christian worship book 2, comp Donald Hilton NCEC, 1997 
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Prayer of Confession  
 

God of community.  
As you lead us through the crowded streets of living.  
Where we must learn and change and grow.  
We thank you for those who surround us.  
Whom we can call sister and brother in Christ.  
Thank you for the jumbled family of faith that we know as your church. 
 
It is the church of forgiven sinners.  
Of those with bruised knees and wounded hearts, 
Who have been soothed and salved, by the ointment of your love. 
For this diverse and gathered, church we pray: 
We pray that we may limp 
- So that we were always lean on you.  
We pray that we may be weak.  
- So that we will always need your guidance.  
We pray that we may doubt ourselves. 
- So that we will always trust in you. 
 
In the midst of our living,  
we pray that you will guide our steps so that we walk together.  
Refusing to march on ahead.  
But humbly waiting for those who lag behind.  
Listening, lending an arm and a shoulder.  
And willing to become the caring, sharing people  
you want your church to be. 
Amen 

HYMN: Holy Spirit living breath of God 
 

1. Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord, 
Come renew my heart and make me 
whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for Your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 

 

 
 
2. Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
May Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin, 
In each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 
Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 
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3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
Giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth, 
Cause Your church to hunger for your 
ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
That in unity the face of Christ 
May be clear for all the world to see. 

 Reading: Acts 11: 1-18: Peter Explains His Actions 
The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had re-
ceived the word of God.  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believ-
ers criticised him  and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.” 
 
 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story:  “I was in the city of Jop-
pa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let 
down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into 
it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I 
heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’  “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Noth-
ing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

 
“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 
made clean.’  This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 
 
 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house 
where I was staying.  The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with 
them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house.  He told 
us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who 
is called Peter.  He will bring you a message through which you and all your house-
hold will be saved.’ 
 
 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the begin-
ning.  Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with[a] water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 
 

When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So 
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27324a
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Reading: Rev 21: 1-6 A New Heaven and a New Earth 
 
 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband.  
 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God him-
self will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” 
 
 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
 
 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.  
 

Sermon: See CWEO 

 

HYMN: Be the centre  

Jesus, be the centre 
Be my source, be my light,  Jesus 

Jesus, be the centre 
Be my hope, be my song,  Jesus 

Be the fire in my heart 
Jesus, be my vision 
Be my path, be my guide, Jesus 

Be the fire in my heart 
Be the wind in these sails 
Be the reason that I live 
Jesus, Jesus. 
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Intercessionary Prayer 
 
Living God, 
Bless your church here and around the world.  
Give your church a renewed hunger to be about your will.  
A strengthened courage in a world that is often hostile.  
A deepened sense of commitment.  
And the wit and the wisdom to imitate your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Bless your world and all its nations and peoples. 
Deliver it and all its peoples 
From the destruction of violence and the poison of bitter anger, 
From the web of twisted and perverse hatred, 
From glorying in the pain and loss of others,  
For misplaced pride and a delight in division,  
From all strategy where love is a casualty and enmity is enthroned.  
 
We pray for the victims of violence: 
-  The lives shattered by intimidation. or terrified by nightmare. 
-   For families scarred by oppression.  
-  Or ruined by a bruising lack of consideration. 
 
And we pray for ourselves.  
Bless us, living God with such an overflowing of your love.  
All these things we pray in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ who gives us the 
way to be and the way to do. So that we become your people and do your will. Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name, 
Thy Kingdom Come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as in Heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver from evil 
For thine is the Kingdom, for now and forever. 
Amen. 
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HYMN: STF 418 We have a gospel to proclaim 

1. We have a gospel to proclaim, 
good news for all throughout the earth; 
the gospel of a Saviour's name: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

2. Tell of his birth at Bethlehem — 
not in a royal house or hall, 
but in a stable dark and dim, 
the Word made flesh, a light for all. 

3. Tell of his death at Calvary: 
hated by those he came to save, 
in lonely suffering on the cross, 
for all he loved his life he gave. 

4. Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
empty the tomb, for he was free. 
He broke the power of death and hell 
that we might share his victory. 

5. Tell of his reign at God's right hand, 
by all creation glorified. 
He sends his Spirit on his Church 
to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

6. Now we rejoice to name him King: 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
This gospel-message we proclaim: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 
join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those 

without internet access why not get on the phone to some-
one in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and 
help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of 
one another. To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click 
HERE to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other 

material billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing 
 
 

God, who is Alpha and Omega, 

the beginning and the end of all things, 
you know our past – the burdens we carry. 
We know that you will wipe away every tear 
and make all things new – 
though we cannot always see the work you are doing, 
help us to learn from the past, 
live in the present, 
and hope for the future. 
In all of life’s joys and sadness's, 
may we love one another as you love us. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace: 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,  evermore.  Amen.   

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

