
Sunday 29th May 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,   The ascension story in Luke 24: 44-53 is one of the great moments 

in the Jesus narrative, where we see many witnesses experience a miraculous 

moment, and a calling to follow. In his book ‘How God became King’ N T Wright 

explores the meaning of the Ascension. He writes that ‘without the resurrection of 

Jesus the evangelists would never have had a story to tell…. the resurrection plays 

the vital role so that what looked like defeat, like yet another failure of a kingdom-

dream, was in fact a victory.’ ‘The evangelists present the Resurrection as the event 

that demonstrated that Jesus’ execution really had dealt the deathblow to the dark 

forces that had stood in the way of God’s new world, God’s ‘kingdom’ of powerful 

creative and restorative love, arriving ‘on earth as in heaven’. ...The resurrection is, 

from Mark’s point of view, the moment when God’s kingdom ‘comes in power’. 

From John’s point of view, it is the launching of the new creation, the new Genesis. 

From Matthew’s point of view, it brings Jesus into the position for which he was 

always destined, that of the world’s rightful Lord, sending out his followers to call 

the world to follow him and learn his way of being human. From Luke’s point of 

view, the resurrection is the moment when Israel’s Messiah ‘comes into his glory’, 

so that ‘repentance for the forgiveness of sins’ can now be announced to all the 

world as the way of life, indeed, as they say in Acts, as The Way. 
 

It is the resurrection that declares that the cross was a victory, not a defeat. It 

therefore announces that God has indeed become king on earth as in heaven. 

Luke’s Ascension story is commonly misunderstood, but its proper emphases ought 

to be clear. Heaven and earth are now joined in the person – in the risen body! – of 

Jesus himself. The one who sits in heaven is the one who rules on earth. 
 

He therefore sends out his followers, equipped by his own spirit, to celebrate his 

sovereignty over the world and make it a reality through the founding of 

communities rescued by his love, renewed by his power, and loyal to his name. 

Jesus’ followers, equipped with his spirit, are to become in themselves, individually 

and together, little walking temples, rescued themselves from sin through Jesus’ 

death, and with the living presence of God going with them and in them.’ 

           A fuller version can be found in this week’s worship sheets. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite plus Moses, Diana and family (as they 

prepare to move to Billericay). 

Let us worship the Christ who draws near to each of us. Let us praise 

the Christ who loves the worst among us. Let us bless the Christ who 

shares with the least among us. Let us glorify the Christ who intercedes 

for all among us. Amen.                    Ann Griffiths (1776-1805)  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

We have received a Grace Centre newsletter with a report 

& many lovely photos of the Easter food parcels distribu-

tion. There is also a photo of the bio-digester we funded 

for the bio-Intensive farm project.  We'd love you to see 

them all, so please ask if you'd like Rev. Sammy's email 

forwarded to you. Some photos & the report are on the Kenya prayer board.  

Thank you for your continued support. Geraldine, Maggie, Pam C. & Heather 

A Reminder — Services on 29th May : There will be no service at either Herongate 

or Western Road on 29th May. Instead worshippers are encouraged to attend 

morning service at Emmanuel, Billericay, at 10am., details as below.: 
 

TEAM COMMUNION SERVICE: We look forward to welcoming Andrew Cannon as our 

Guest Speaker at the Team Communion Service on Sunday 29 May at 10.00 am at 

Emmanuel. Andrew, who hails from Liverpool,  is the lead speaker for the  

Love Essex event taking place on Sun Corner on Sunday 9 July. Andrew is sure to be 

a great encouragement to us as we look forward to all that July will bring. The  

offering will seek to cover Andrews expenses for his visit - any surplus will be given 

to the Love Essex event.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY.: We send our love and warmest congratulations to Alec G as he 

celebrates a very special birthday on June 1st.  We wish Alec a very happy day with 

Catherine and his family and friends.  
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Help Wanted 

Help wanted! Your friendly CWEO editors (David A. and Rachel) are 

always looking for encouragement and contemplation pieces to  

balance out the notices. These can be quotes, photos, images (just 

ensure the images are copyright free or taken by yourself).  

Help wanted for major CTB events in  Billericay 
 

We are looking for volunteers to distribute a small number of 

leaflets in the first week of June in the area around Western 

Road. 

  

On the day, 9th July, we need help in the following areas: 

Stewards, hospitality/refreshments, housekeeping, security, set up (8-11am), tear 

down (8-11pm), face painting and litter picking - either contact me, or complete the 

form at https://forms.office.com/r/eVbDVY5ihP      

Lorraine 

CTB at the Soapbox Derby:  Some of you have offered help at the Soapbox Derby 

already, but as volunteer numbers are down could I please ask you to help drum up 

some more volunteers for Thursday, Friday and Sunday. I sent the following to 

the members of the Church Leaders meeting this morning: 

We mentioned Churches Together being at the Soapbox Derby at our meeting last 

week, but can I please ask you to actively recruit volunteers to help me at the 

event, as so far volunteer numbers are much down: 

Thursday 2nd June - meet at Western Road Methodist Church (if you have a car) to 

help transport the 2 marquees, tables, chairs and equipment that we will be using 

in the marquee. Drive to Sun Corner, unload and help erect the marquees. There 

will be security on site overnight. 

Friday 3rd June - volunteers needed from 8:30am onwards - the event is open to 

the public from 9am and scheduled to finish at 5:30pm. There will be crafts for the 

children to complete, iced biscuits, lucky dip, face painting and outside children's 

games - all offered free of charge, because God's love is free for all. So far we have 

just ONE face painter offer and as this is always very popular not a good position to 

be in. We are there to CHAT to local families and to be amongst our community.  

At 5:30pm we will empty the 2 marquees, but leave them up for the Rotary Club to 

use for the music event the next day. 

The Foodbank will be joining us in the marquee - thank you Jim for this offer. 

We will also be promoting the Love Essex event in July. 

Sunday 5th June volunteers needed to take down the marquees and return them to 

Western Road - I have told the Rotary that 12 noon will be the earliest we can all 

get there after church. So far it will just be me there. 

Thank you very much for your help and I'm praying for lots of volunteers please! 

Lorraine 

https://forms.office.com/r/eVbDVY5ihP


Encouragement 
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Notices 

There will not be a Coffee Pot or Pause for Thought on Friday 

3rd June as there will be events celebrating the Platinum  

Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 2. 

Online Services—Latest: We have produced an online service for this Sunday, 29th 

May, (with the help of a number of readers –Thank You) using materials from ‘The 

Vine’ prepared for this Sunday. Many thanks for those others of you who have  

volunteered to read in future services.   

Using The Vine material is a new step for us in creating these services and is not 

without its challenges, particularly around the overall scheduling from receipt of 

The Vine material to production of CWEO, worship sheets and the video to meet our 

current processes and schedules. The service this week has been our initial go, a 

trial, at this process. We are just starting down this path and it may or may not 

prove to be a sustainable option for us through the summer. David  A & Rachel 

Lord God, Creator of all, you gave birth 

and clothed the earth with your splendour. 

You filled it with colour and fragrance 

and made it vibrate with music and sound, 

perpetually swept by the movement of wind 

     and clouds, 

cleansed and renewed by rain and sunshine, 

ever-changing scenes of light and darkness. 

We are embraced by love and nurtured by  

      all you provided. 

                        

Maureen Edwards   From Oceans of Prayer   



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  3rd June 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

27 May A Bray    

29 May   
Service at 10am @ 

Emmanuel 

Service at 10am @ 

Emmanuel 

3 June No service     

5 June   G Hanton Revd. C McDonald S 

10 June I Brown   

12 June  M Smith P  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

