
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 8th May 2022 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

The Psalm appointed for this Sunday is Psalm 23, The Lord’s my shepherd.   In 

Psalm 23, David writes with honesty and understands human nature.  He is 

considered a great king, but the Bible tells us of his dishonesty and sin. At times, 

David walks away from God but he always comes back.  He writes passionately 

about God’s faithfulness, mercy and love.   
 

David uses the picture of a shepherd to describe God. The life of a shepherd was 

hard and dangerous; yet the shepherd remains with his flock.  We can imagine the 

“green pastures” and “quiet waters” which bring respite from a busy world. This 

Psalm is about trust.  It is reassuring that we can depend on God for our security.  

Earthly security is uncertain, but God is always faithful. 
 

This is one of the most well-known and quoted pieces of scripture. The Queen and 

Prince Philip had this Psalm sung at their wedding, and it is included in a new 

album of music to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.  It is often used at funerals 

because the words “valley of the shadow of death” are used in some translations.  

The Psalm tells us that we are not journeying alone - God is with us.  Words of this 

Psalm can bring comfort and hope to many whether they believe in God or not. 
 

Then we fast forward about one thousand years from Psalm 23 and hear the words 

of Jesus from John’s Gospel.  Jesus twice says, “I am the Good Shepherd”.  The 

shepherd knows the sheep and they follow him.  Jesus tells the people that there 

will be “other sheep”.  He is talking of a future where there is ONE shepherd and 

ONE flock.  Jesus is talking of “gentile sheep” who will hear his voice 

and believe.  That’s you and me!   
 

Following Jesus is not easy!  There are times of great joy and tough 

challenge.  But we have His promise that nothing can “snatch us” 

from his hands.  Let us be reassured by Jesus words that He is the 

“good shepherd” and we are His sheep. We can “trust in Him alone for His endless 

mercy follows us and His goodness will lead us home”.                    Anna. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite. 

Psalm 121:1-2 “I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help 

come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 

earth”.   

     God of surprises, life is never dull with you. Help me to accept the 

twists and turns upon my road today. 

                                       Eddie Askew,  Talking with Hedgehogs 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

Thank you, to everyone that made the lovely food for the service on Saturday at 

Queens Park, as usual we had a fanatic spread which I know was very much appre-

ciated by all.  Blessing & thanks Helen H.   

A reminder that there is a celebration afternoon tea for the work of the Contact 

Centre on 8 May at 3pm at Queens Park to thank everyone who has helped in any 

role over the past 25 years. So many have kindly given their time and expertise but 

we may still not have tracked everyone down so please do share this invite and let 

Liz Read know if you are coming.     Thanks Liz and 

Ruth 

Thank you for all your kind words, good wishes for our retirement and the many 

and various gifts that you so generously gave to us at our' leaving service'. We are 

so grateful for all your support and care, and will keep in touch with news of how 

things work out  as we move on to pastures new. 

With every blessing for the future and our best wishes to Moses, Diana and family 

when they arrive. David and Ann 
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Encouragement 

2 photos from above Windermere and on Brantfell as well as a red squirrel (Rydal 

Hall) from Rachel’s holiday in the area. Alfred Wainwright wrote “The precious mo-

ments of life are too rare, too valuable to be forgotten when they have passed; we 

should hoard them as a miser hoards his gold, and bring them to light and rejoice 

over them often. We should all of us have a treasury of happy memories to sustain 

us when life is unbearably cruel, to brighten the gloom a little, to be stars shining 

through the darkness.” 

Whilst out for a walk over the 

Bank Holiday Mark S and Aly-

son saw lots of wildlife  This 

stag (left) was found as they 

walked along Goatsmoor Lane 

in the 40 Acre Plantation. 

 

 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

*  Leading online worship S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  13th May 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

6 May A Davis     

8 May   A Williams*  

13 May Rev C McDonald     

15 May   LA No service 

20 May Janis     

22 May   I Brown*  

The Online service on 15th May will be led by R Gallehawk 
The LA at WR on 15th May will be led by Heather B’s home group. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

