
  

 

  

Sunday 8th May 2022 10.30am 

“The Lord’s my shepherd”  

Music beforehand :  Blessed be your name /How great thou art/ Pictures of the Psalm 
23 garden from the Chelsea Flower Show 2021/O worship the Lord . 

Call to worship: Psalm 95:6-7 (NRSV) 

 O come, let us worship and bow down, 
    let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep 
of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 

Opening prayer: 

Lord, we come in prayer and praise to worship your Holy name.   

We give you thanks that we can worship freely.   

Open our hearts and minds to listen to your voice through music, readings and prayers.  

May your Holy Spirit guide our thoughts and reflections.   

Inspire us in our worship that we might understand more clearly your presence in our 

lives and actions and go out and tell others.                                                 Amen 

Hymn STF 480 The Lord’s my Shepherd   

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

 My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e’en for his own name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

yet will I fear no ill, 

for thou art with me and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still.  
 

My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes. 

My head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my 
life 
shall surely follow me, 
and in God’s house forever-
more 
my dwelling place shall be. 
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Talk 1 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise 
Heavenly Father as we come to you in this time may we reflect on all that you have 
done for us.  Thank you for the freedom to worship openly and praise your Holy 
name.  Thank you for the good times we have with friends and family and the special 
places where we can find you in creation. 

May we recognise that you give abundantly, more than we need.  We give thanks for 
your unending patience and compassion.  We give you thanks for the times when we 
have known you to be with us, rescuing and directing us.   

We thank you for giving us wisdom in difficult situations and for healing family and 
friends. 

Father God for all these gifts we thank you, and above all we praise and exalt your 
Holy name for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.        Amen 

Introduction to reading 1 

The psalm appointed for today is Psalm 23 “The Lord’s my shepherd”.  Psalm 23 was 

probably written around 1000 years BC and is attributed to King David who ruled be-

tween 1010-970BCE.  David had been a shepherd so this Psalm is written with the 

insight of nature and that knowing the hardships and challenges that lifestyle would 

bring.  The Psalmists had an important role in teaching the people about God.  The 

psalms were sung in the temples and on pilgrimages.  David wrote prolifically, proba-

bly about 75 out of 150 Psalms and his Psalms bring his people to worship and point 

them to the nature of God.   
 

Reading 1: Psalm 23 (GNT) The Lord Our Shepherd 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
    I have everything I need. 
2 He lets me rest in fields of green grass 
    and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water. 
3 He gives me new strength. 
He guides me in the right paths, 
    as he has promised. 
4 Even if I go through the deepest darkness, 
    I will not be afraid, Lord, 
    for you are with me. 
Your shepherd's rod and staff protect me. 
5 You prepare a banquet for me, 
    where all my enemies can see me; 
you welcome me as an honoured guest 
and fill my cup to the brim. 
6 I know that your goodness and love will be with me all my life; 
    and your house will be my home as long as I live. 
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Prayer of confession based on Psalm 23 

Lord you lead us into green pastures and by still waters.   
Forgive us when we have spoilt and polluted our environment and climate change 
has destroyed parts of the world, Lord forgive us 
Lord you guide us in the right paths, your ways not ours.   
Forgive us when we have been stubborn and ignored your directions, Lord forgive 
us 
Lord you have prepared a table for us, provided all we need in abundance.  Forgive us 
when we want more and are slow to share your riches with others, Lord forgive us 
 

Lord you are merciful and forgiving.  We come to say sorry for those times when we 
have let you down.  Let us hear your words of forgiveness which give us a fresh start. 
Amen 
 
Talk 1 

Psalm 23 was written about 1000 years before Jesus.  So how is it that words written 
thousands of years ago can bring us to worship in a deeper way, personally and collec-
tively. In Psalm 23, David writes with honesty and understands human nature.  He is 
considered a great king, but the Bible tells us of his dishonesty and sin. At times, David 
walks away from God but he always comes back.  He writes passionately about God’s 
faithfulness, mercy and love.   
 

David uses the picture of a shepherd to describe God. The life of a shepherd was hard 

and dangerous; yet the shepherd remains with his flock.  We can imagine the “green 

pastures” and “quiet waters” which bring respite from a busy world. This Psalm is 

about trust.  It is reassuring that we can depend on God for our security.  Earthly secu-

rity is uncertain, but God is always faithful.  The Psalm tells us that we are not jour-

neying alone - God is with us.  Words of this Psalm can bring comfort and hope to 

many whether they believe in God or not. 

 
Reflection: 

Psalm 23 talks of universal trust in God our creator father.  Let us reflect on those 

times when we have placed our trust in Him.  Let us remember times of joy and abun-

dance and the times when we have come through the challenges of the “dark val-

leys”.   
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Introduction to Reading 2. 

We fast forward about one thousand years from Psalm 23 and hear the words of Jesus 
from John’s Gospel.  The Psalmists looked to God in their Psalms but as resurrection 
Christians we also look to Jesus.  In this reading Jesus says to the people “I am the good 
shepherd”.   
 

Reading 2: John 10:11-30 
11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The 
hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. 
14 ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have 
other sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They too will listen to 
my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves 
me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 
again. This command I received from my Father.’ 
19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, ‘He is de-
mon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?’ 
21 But others said, ‘These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?’ 
 
 
 

Hymn STF 481 The Lord’s my Shepherd, 

I’ll not want (Townend) 
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in You alone, 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

 

 

 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

And I will trust in you alone ….. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and 

staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 

And I will trust in you alone ….. 
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HYMN StF 693 Beauty for brokenness 

Beauty for brokenness 
Hope for despair 
Lord, in your suffering 
This is our prayer 
Bread for the children 
Justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset 
Your kingdom increase! 

 

Shelter for fragile lives 
Cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman 
Trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed 

 

Rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause 
Of those who can't speak 

 

Friend of the weak 
Give us compassion we pray 
Melt our cold hearts 
Let tears fall like rain 
Come, change our love 
From a spark to a flame 

 

Further conflict over Jesus’ claims 
 
22 Then came the Festival of Dedication[a] at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there 
gathered round him, saying, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.’  
25 Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s 
name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My 
sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who 
has given them to me, is greater than all[b]; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.’ 

Talk 2 
In this reading Jesus tells the people twice that he is the “Good Shepherd”.  He de-
scribes the difference in roles between a hired hand who will run away from the sheep 
when they are being attacked and the shepherd who will faithfully protect the flock.  
The sheep are precious in the shepherd’s eyes but just a job for the hired hand.  There-
fore, the shepherd looks for the best pastures and good grazing.  He leads the sheep to 
safety and sleeps at the gate of their enclosure to protect them. 
 

Jesus tells the people that, not only is he a good shepherd, but that he will lay down his 
life for them.  We have recently celebrated that sacrifice at Easter when Jesus laid 
down his life so that our sins and forgiven and we can be in relationship with God.  The 
shepherd knows his sheep and they follow him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+10%3A11-30&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-26504a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+10%3A11-30&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-26511b
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Refuge from cruel wars 
Havens from fear 
Cities for sanctuary 
Freedoms to share 
Peace to the killing-fields 
Scorched earth to green 
Christ for the bitterness 
His cross for the pain 

Friend of the weak 
Give us compassion we pray 
Melt our cold hearts 
Let tears fall like rain 
Come, change our love 
From a spark to a flame 
 

 

 

 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth 
Oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned 
Our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness 
Carelessness, greed 
Make us content with 
The things that we need 

Friend of the weak… 

 
Lighten our darkness 
Breathe on this flame 
Until your justice 
Burns brightly again 
Until the nations 
Learn of your ways 
Seek your salvation 
And bring you their praise 

Friend of the weak... 
 

Intercessions 

In our prayers of intercession we pray for those experiencing the “darkness” and bro-

kenness in our world and communities today.    

 

Lord, we pray for those facing the darkness of war.  We pray for the church in those 

countries and the aid agencies and charities working to bring essentials to those in 

need.  We pray for the countries and individuals who are taking in refugees. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 

Lord, we pray for those who are afraid of the future.  We pray for those facing finan-

cial hardship and poverty.  We pray for food banks and charities supporting those in 

need. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
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Lord, we pray for those who are facing injustice and abuse.  We pray for our communi-

ties and councillors following the local elections.  May we be a fairer society and will-

ing to share the good news of Jesus with others. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

Lord, we pray for all who are sick, the medical services looking after them and their 

carers.  We pray for those who have been bereaved.  We ask that all who are anxious 

and walking n the darkness feel your presence with them. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

The Lord’s prayer 

Our Father who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed by thy name, 

Thy Kingdom Come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as in Heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver from evil 

For thine is the Kingdom, for now and forever. 

Amen. 

Hymn STF 51 Great is thy faithfulness  

Great is thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness, " O God my Fa-

ther, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they 

fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 

 

 

 

   "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 

     "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

    All I have needed Thy hand hath  

provided— 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness," Lord, unto 

me! 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 
join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those 

without internet access why not get on the phone to some-
one in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and 
help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of 
one another. To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click 
HERE to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other 

material billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing 
May we know the blessings of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit who lead us through the 

green pastures, still waters and darkness.  May we share a heart of compassion and 

the hope of Jesus in our lives with family, friends and strangers and know the guid-

ance, joy and power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.                                                                                               

Amen  

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace: 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,  evermore.  Amen.   

Summer and winter, and springtime and 

harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses 

above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"….  

 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to 

guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for 

tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand be-

side! 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"…   x2 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

