
  

 

 ‘The Ascension of Jesus’ 

Sunday 29th  May  2022   

 10.30am 

Music beforehand :     

 Faithful One 

  For the beauty of the Earth—John Rutter 

 Hope Reflection, words by Dave Hopwood, music by Simeon Wood 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Hymn - Thine be the Glory 
 

Thine be the glory, 
risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory 
thou o’er death hast won; 

 
Angels in bright raiment 
rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes 
where thy body lay: 

With grateful thanks to Twelve Baskets  for permission to use materials 

from ‘The Vine at Home’ 
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Thine be the glory, 
risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory 
thou o’er death hast won. 

  
Lo, Jesus meets us, 
risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, 
scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness 
hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, 
death hath lost its sting: 
 
 Thine be the glory…. 
 
No more we doubt thee, 
glorious Prince of Life; 
life is naught without thee: 
aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors 
through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan 
to thy home above: 
 Thine be the glory…. 

 
     StF 313  Edmond Budry (1854-1932) 
           translated by Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939) 
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Opening Prayer 
This prayer comes with some movements. You are invited to follow 
the words with your body as you read or hear this prayer. 
You need your hands and the prayer can be offered seated or 
standing. The movements can of course be imagined if that is what 
works well for you. 
 
Loving God 
We come to worship you this day – ready to notice your presence. 
As we place our hands against our chest we are reminded to love 
you with all our hearts and we share with you in the silence our 
feelings as we meet with you. 
 
As we place our hands on our tummies we recognise that we are to 
love you with our soul. 
 
And we come to you again thinking about your call on us – what 
drives us and gives us purpose for your work. 
 
We take a moment to roll our hands into balls and think of how we 
apply all our strength and resolve as we approach you with love. 
 
Finally, as we put a hand on our head we give thanks for all we 
know, all we can learn and all we can share. Our minds are yours O 
Lord. 
 
Loving God, as we worship this day we come loving you with all our 
heart and soul and strength and mind. 
 
Just as the ancients did before us and generations will to come.  
 
Amen.     Prayer written by Jane Bingham 
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Reading:  Luke 24: 44-53 NRSVUE 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you - that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things.  And see, I am sending upon you what my Father  
promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with  
power from on high.” 
 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up into heaven.  And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple  
blessing God. 
 

Hymn: All Heaven Declares 
All Heaven declares, the glory of the risen Lord 
Who can compare, with the beauty of the Lord 
Forever He will be, the lamb upon the throne 
I gladly bow the knee, and worship Him alone 
 
I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord 
Who once was slain to reconcile man to God 
Forever You will be the lamb upon the throne 
I gladly bow the knee, and worship You alone 

 

    Noel Richards (b1955)  & Tricia Richards (b1960) 
 

Talk 

The ascension is one of the great moments in the Jesus narrative, where 
we see many witnesses experience a miraculous moment, and a calling – 
a calling to follow. 
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Let’s reflect on N T Wright’s words as he unpicks what this momentous 
event might mean for us today: 
 

First, it is obvious that without the resurrection of Jesus the  
evangelists would never have had a story to tell. Thousands of young 
Jews were crucified by the Romans. Very few of them are even  
mentioned in our historical sources, except as a grisly footnote. Even 
those who think the evangelists were in fact very clever inventors of 
large-scale fictions designed to revive a Jesus movement that might 
not otherwise have survived the death (and continuing deadness, so 
to speak) of its founder are bound to admit that even within these 
cleverly designed myths the resurrection plays the vital role in  
opening the question up again, so that what looked like defeat, like 
yet  another failure of a kingdom-dream, was in fact a victory. 
 

The resurrection, in short, is presented by the evangelists not as a 
‘happy ending’ after an increasingly sad and gloomy tale, but as the 
event that demonstrated that Jesus’ execution really had dealt the 
deathblow to the dark forces that had stood in the way of God’s new 
world, God’s ‘kingdom’ of powerful creative and restorative love,  
arriving ‘on earth as in heaven’. 
 

That is why the bodily resurrection matters in a way that it never quite 
does, even to the devout who insist that they believe it, if all one is 
interested in is a kingdom ‘not of this world’. 
 

The resurrection is, from Mark’s point of view, the moment when 
God’s kingdom ‘comes in power’. From John’s point of view, it is the 
launching of the new creation, the new Genesis. From Matthew’s 
point of view, it brings Jesus into the position for which he was always 
destined, that of the world’s rightful Lord, sending out his followers to 
call the world to follow him and learn his way of being human. From 
Luke’s point of view, the resurrection is the moment when  Israel’s 
Messiah ‘comes into his glory’, so that ‘repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins’ can now be announced to all the world as the way of life,  
indeed, as they say in Acts, as The Way. 
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It is the resurrection that declares that the cross was a victory, not a  
defeat. It therefore announces that God has indeed become king on 
earth as in heaven. Luke’s Ascension story is commonly  
misunderstood, but its proper emphases ought to be clear. Heaven 
and earth are now joined in the person – in the risen body! – of Jesus 
himself. The one who sits in heaven is the one who rules on earth. 
 

He therefore sends out his followers, equipped by his own spirit, to 
celebrate his sovereignty over the world and make it a reality 
through the founding of communities rescued by his love, renewed 
by his power, and loyal to his name. Jesus’ followers, equipped with 
his spirit, are to become in themselves, individually and together, 
little walking temples, rescued themselves from sin through Jesus’ 
death, and with the living presence of God going with them and in 
them. 
 

Jesus is the true Temple, now ruling the world as the one who was 
crucified; his followers, as Paul would explain more thoroughly,  
constitute the fuller version of the same thing, so that the dwelling of 
the living God is now spread increasingly across and around the 
world, again evidenced not by coercive or violent power, but by the 
rule of love. 
   (Taken from ‘How God became King’ by Tom Wright) 

 
So where does the Ascension story leave you, and us, today? 
Here are some questions for each of us to consider. 
 

- How can we live out the gospel in our own lives? 
 

- How does the story of Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension 
change  how we live today? 
 

- Are we, as a church, living up to the possibilities of this story?  
             Are we sharing this story widely and passionately enough? 
 
 
May the Holy Spirit prompt and guide our thoughts, now and always.  
 Amen  
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The Lord’s prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn - Light up the fire (Colours of Day) 

Colours of day dawn into the mind, 
The sun has come up, the night is behind. 
Go down in the city, into the street, 
And let's give the message to the people we meet. 
 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 
Open the door, let Jesus return. 
Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
Tell the people of Jesus, let His love show. 
 

Go through the park, on into the town; 
The sun still shines on, it never goes down. 
The light of the world is risen again; 
The people of darkness are needing a friend. 
 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn… 
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Open your eyes, look into the sky, 
The darkness has come, the Son came to die. 
The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 
But Jesus is living, His Spirit is near. 
 

  So light up the fire and let the flame burn.. 

 
    StF 167        Sue McClellan (d1951) 
      John Paculabo (b 1946) 
        and Keith Ryecroft (b1949) 

 
A Blessing  
 

May Christ the Lord, who lived, who died, who was raised  
from the dead 
And who has ascended into heaven, travel with you. 
May the Christ who is amongst, around and within us  
strengthen you in your calling, 
And hold you in your grief. 
 
Amen.     Prayer written by Tim Baker 
  

The Grace 

May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen 

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we 
can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the 
phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself 
and encourage and help each other as part of your  

ongoing worship and care of one another.  


