
  

 

  

Pentecost 

Sunday 5th June 2022  

 10.30am.  

With grateful thanks to Twelve Baskets for permission to use materials from ‘The Vine 
at Home”  and Roots For Churches online material 

Music beforehand :  All Creatures of our God and King/Oh Happy Day/
Methodist Video “Out and about”/ Rise Up and serve. 

Call to worship:  

The Spirit is here, And God is Spirit. As you open your mind, your heart and your 
eyes, In worship on this Pentecost Sunday, Invite the Holy Spirit to come close, 
to prompt and guide you this day. Amen  
 

Think about images or pictures you might have for the Holy Spirit. If you have 
one, or could look one up – go and find it to have with or near you during this 
act of worship. It could be a dove, or a wild goose, or a painting of the wind, or a 
candle. Spend a moment, in the stillness, thinking about this image, or other im-
ages, of who the Spirit is. How do you see Her at work in the world today?  
 

(Opening prayer written by Tim Baker ) 

HYMN : Hosanna 

 see the king of glory coming on the clouds with fire 
The whole earth shakes, the whole earth shakes 
I see his love and mercy washing over all our sin 
The people sing, the people sing 

Hosanna, hosanna, Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, hosanna, Hosanna in the highest 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise for the Queen’s Jubilee 
 

God of all nations, 

on this day of Pentecost we praise you for the power of your Holy Spirit, 

equipping each of us for our life's work. 

We celebrate especially the wonderful work of our Queen, 

who has put loyalty before her royalty through all the ages of her reign. 

And who, day by day, has served you her God and Christ her King with humili-

ty, resilience and grace 

Thank you for all she is and all she has done to your glory. 

Amen.  

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission  

Prayer of Confession 

Lord, forgive us the days we don’t feel like rejoicing and when we find peace 

evading us. We are sorry when we fail to live as Spirit-filled children of God. 

Negative emotions have a habit of infiltrating. We find ourselves fearing situa-

tions we can’t control, doubting what we can’t see or understand. Others may 

share of what you have done in their lives and sometimes we find ourselves 

being sceptical instead of accepting, believing and rejoicing in your wonders. 

Lord God, forgive us. 

Help us to live more Spirit-filled lives. Amen. 

I see a generation rising up to take the place 
With selfless faith, with selfless faith 
I see a near revival stirring as we pray and seek 
We're on our knees, we're on our knees 

Hosanna, hosanna…. 
  
Heal my heart and make it clean 
Open up my eyes to the things unseen 
Show me how to love like you have loved me 
 
Break my heart for what breaks yours 
Everything I am for your kingdom's cause 
As I walk from earth into eternity 

Hosanna, hosanna…. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness 

God sent his Son to shed his blood as payment for our sins. 

God sent his Holy Spirit to live with us and in us. 

Be at peace. For Jesus is faithful and just. Our sins are forgiven. 

We praise you, Father God. 

We thank you, Jesus. 

Holy Spirit, come fill us afresh. Amen. 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission  

HYMN:  STF  373 Come Holy Ghost 
 
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
and lighten with celestial fire; 
thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
 
Thy blessèd unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our blinded sight. 
 
Anoint and cheer our soilèd face 
with the abundance of thy grace; 
keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
where thou art guide no ill can come. 
 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but One; 
that through the ages all along 
this may be our endless song: 
 
‘Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.’ 
 
9th century 
translated by John Cosin (1594–1672) 
. 
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 Reading:  Acts  2:1-21 The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-
peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusa-
lem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  Amazed and aston-
ished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, Elam-
ites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
        and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
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Reflection  (written by Lucy Zwolinksa ) 

For those of you who are filled with dread at the thought of getting out and 
about in the name of Jesus, please don’t switch off. 

 If we dig down into our Bible texts today: the account in Acts of speaking in 
tongues, and into the rejoicing of Psalm 104, we are given a blueprint for what 
getting out and about with the Holy Spirit might look like. And, spoiler alert, it 
isn’t dread, shame and obligation that we’re called to feel as we open our 
doors. Instead, we are called to surprise, to collaboration and to joy. As our 
Pentecost, Jubilee and Bank Holiday weekend draws to a close here are three 
ingredients for thinking about how we might continue to get ‘out and about’ in 
our communities.  

1.To surprise. I imagine that every participant was surprised by the day’s 
events. Of course, there is an account of the confusion from the onlookers who 
hear their various different languages being spoken. But did those with fire on 
their heads spouting unknown tongues feel utterly unsurprised? I think not. I 
imagine that stunned amazement was an emotion that everyone present felt 
utterly and entirely. We are not told how Peter is feeling when he explains what 
happens by quoting the prophet Joel, but I imagine that he is surprised too- 
perhaps even more so that the Spirit is leading him to a different kind of trans-
lation; translating what was going on. 

So here we have it; a scene of wonderment. Have you ever been surprised by 
what God has done with you and through you and around you?  

Too often the plan we have when we open the doors of our Churches is an im-
movable feast. We expect not only those we’re interacting with to join in on our 
terms, but also expect God to join in on our terms. Perhaps what we need to do 
more often is to leave space to be surprised by what God has planned – to get 
out and about with enough wiggle room to leave space for the Holy Spirit. I 
don’t know what the disciples were up to that day when the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon them,  

but if they had been rushing on to the next thing or sticking strictly to their 
agenda, things might not have worked out so radically. Perhaps it is best put 
like this: we need to let go and let God. When we leave room for nothing but 
our own plans and visions, we forget to leave room for the miraculous workings 
of a God’s whose plans are far greater than our own. 
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2. To  collaboration.  One of the themes of Pentecost is diversity – of language, 
of ethnicities, of places of origin – and of God using this to show that the Holy 
Spirit is for all. Psalm 104 rejoices in: 

the diversity of creation: 
 In wisdom you made them all; 

 the earth is full of your creatures. 
 There is the sea, vast and spacious, 

 teeming with creatures beyond number— 
 living things both large and small. 

Diversity is a tribute to God’s greatness. As a Church we can be a little guilty of 
holding a space that encourages ‘people like us’.  Just like in Acts, we need to 
ensure that the goodness of the Kingdom of God is shared with everyone. This 
is challenging – if we look at our Church congregation, does it reflect the com-
munity in which we sit? Who is missing? How could we collaborate with the 
community to make sure that getting out and about feels relevant to those out-
side the Church doors?  
Opening up the doors is the first step, and that walking outside of them is a 
good second step. The Holy Spirit is indiscriminate in whether it is flowing in-
side or outside of our church doors: are we? 
Perhaps, in order to collaborate effectively with God and with our communi-
ties, we need to recognise that opening our Church doors should be an act of 
osmosis – we should get out into the community and hope that some of the 
community might feel welcome to walk on in… we should collaborate with our 
communities in the good stuff that’s already going on ‘out there’ in the 
knowledge that all of God’s creation is invited to collaborate in the bringing of 
the Kingdom of God.  
3. To Joy. How strange that people thought that when the disciples were 
speaking in tongues they were  drunk! The Psalmist says: 

I will sing to the LORD all my life; 
 I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
 as I rejoice in the LORD. 

There is joy in rejoicing, too! Indeed, joy is one of Paul’s fruits of the spirit, 
which are not a bad set of ingredients for getting out and about into our com-
munities .If in God there is great joy and rejoicing, my question is; could you 
have fun together? What would that look like for you as a church community? 
And, thinking about our other two key ingredients, how we collaborate with 
the community to have fun together and do so in a way that leaves room for  
 



7 

 

 

surprise. Here are some questions to reflect on personally and as a Church 
community: 

• What could getting out and about in collaboration with the community 
look like?  

• Are there people in the community already doing good work that you 
could join in with? 

• How can you leave room for the Holy Spirit to work? 

• How can you ensure that whatever you do is full of joy? 

• What else do you think are key ingredients for getting out and about? 

Intercessionary Prayer 

We pray, Holy Spirit, for all who lack confidence. 
For parents struggling to meet the needs of their families... 
Holy Spirit, affirm them today. 
For children struggling with their work at school... 
For teachers struggling to meet the demands of the day... 
For young people who feel misunderstood... 
For young adults struggling to find their place in the world... 
For carers trying to support and comfort those who are vulnerable… 
For the frail, facing diminishing strength and loss of identity... 
For all people struggling to be who they truly are... 
Holy Spirit affirm them – and us – today. 
Amen.  

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission  

 

HYMN: STF 167 Light up the fire (colours of day) 

Colours of day dawn into the mind, 
The sun has come up, the night is behind. 
Go down in the city, into the street, 
And let's give the message to the people we meet. 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 
Open the door, let Jesus return. 
Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow, 
Tell the people of Jesus, let His love show. 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 
join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those 

without internet access why not get on the phone to some-
one in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and 
help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of 
one another. To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click 
HERE to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other 

material billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Blessing 

 
 

The Kingdom of God is justice and joy, As 
 you rise from this moment to go out to seek that Kingdom,  
To celebrate in that Kingdom,  
To bring that Kingdom about, In Jesus’ name .  
Amen  
 
 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace: 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,  evermore.  Amen.   

 Go through the park, on into the town; 
The sun still shines on, it never goes 
down. 
The light of the world is risen again; 
The people of darkness are needing a 
friend. 

So light up the fire and let the flame 
burn... 
 

Open your eyes, look into the sky, 
The darkness has come, the Son came to 
die. 
The evening draws on, the sun disap-
pears, 
But Jesus is living, His Spirit is near. 

 So light up the fire and let the flame 
burn.. 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

