
Sunday 19th June 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
 

The story of Jesus travelling to a non-Jewish area and meeting a man plagued by 

“demons” (Luke 8: 26-39) clearly demonstrates Jesus’ authority and healing powers. 

It’s also a story about sickness, discord, fear, community, incarceration, freedom, 

discipleship, reconciliation, and restoration. It concerns one man miraculously 

healed by Jesus, but it provokes lots more questions to be asked; the nature of 

those “demons”, the local community, the fate of those poor animals, the fate of the 

swineherds themselves - -essentially the after-effects, the impact of Jesus on both 

an individual and communal level. 

If you consider the viewpoints of those involved, we see a compassionate Jesus, who 

allows the demons (who recognise him for who he is and beg him not to send them 

back to their master), to move their home from the man to the pigs. We see a 

fearful community – fear of the healed man (fear of him and fear for him?) but also 

fear of Jesus. They basically send him packing – they want nothing to do with him. 

We wonder about the demise of those pigs and what those swineherds took from 

this event – did they see just death and destruction?  What can we take from this 

story today? 

Well, the truth is we do live in a divided and damaged world -politically, 

economically, socially, environmentally and culturally. Paul talks about being too 

worldly-wise, but we are all children of God. The man who was in protective custody 

symbolises the guardianship of the Law. Paul in Galatians 3: 23-29 says that the 

Law was a form of protective custody acting as a guardian to the Jews. Indeed he 

suggests it was a kind of incarceration –“locked up until the faith that was to come 

would be revealed.” The law did not lead to faith; instead, obedience to the law 

flows from faith. 

To enable true healing there may be some cost -as symbolised by those animals 

hurtling over the edge of the cliff. But we also note that the man who is healed begs 

to stay with Jesus and who can blame him? But Jesus instructs him to go home 

instead – “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.”  This is a job and 

a half! How is that community going to receive him after all that has gone on? But it 

is a commission from Jesus, and one we all need to take seriously.     Rachel.  

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite plus Moses, Diana and family (as they 

prepare to move to Billericay). 

Lord, reclothe us  in both mind , body and spirit. Calm our fears and heal 

us from within and without. May we always depend on you and guide our 

footsteps in the light of your transformative love. Amen. 
(R K Gallehawk) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  Thank you. 
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Notices 

LOVE ESSEX is a Churches Together event at Sun Corner 

on  

Saturday 9th July from 2pm to 7:30pm. This is an out-

reach event for Christians to enjoy, but also for you to in-

vite family, friends and colleagues to come along to .It is 

free, please bring along your own chair or blanket - stay as long or short a time you 

want.   

A Service of Remembrance for the life of Thomas George Leask will take place at 

Western Road on Friday, 8th July at 1.30pm.  The service will include the Scattering 

of Ashes in the Memorial Garden.  Ian Leask and his wife Margaret extend a warm 

welcome to members of the Church Family who would like to attend the service 

which will conclude with Refreshments served in the hall afterwards.   

Date for your diary. The circuit welcome service for Moses & Diana Agyam and 

family will be held at The Christian Link, Queens Park on Saturday 3rd September 

at 3pm. This will be conducted by our Chair of District- Rev. David Chapman.  

Refreshments will be served following the service and we do hope that as many 

as possible of our church family will be able to attend. 
 

Changes to Preaching Plan: 

 

• 19th July- Rachel G. at Western Road (no service at Herongate)  

• 31st July & 21st August  . Ian Brown preaching at Western Road   

            (no service at Herongate). 



Encouragement 
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Some “bloomin’ “ lovely June pictures from Queens Park and Herongate. The com-

munity garden at Herongate is  going well with volunteer Russ having home 

schooled children  visit weekly to  learn about and grow vegetables and plants in 

the area at the back of the church. The greenhouse has been moved to this area 

and he aims to clean out the pond in the autumn. He also mows the lawn regularly. 

There are also some volunteers who Jennie P liaises with who help in the original 

community garden   - all help is gratefully received and if you are able to volunteer 

contact Jennie at jennie@penkul.com 

 

 

We thank you, great God, for the wonderful world in which we live. 

   full of variety so that each day is full of new experiences; 

   full of excitement, so that each day is never dull; 

   full of love, so that each day we are comforted in sor-

row and uplifted in joy. 

  

We thank you, great God for the amazing world in which 

we live: 

   never ceasing to thrill us with its undiscovered beauty; 

   never lacking a sense of opportunity; 

  never two moments the same. 

  

We rejoice in your world and your people, 

   in all that is familiar to us, and all that is new, 

   in exploration, sharing, and in enjoying what it means 

to be one of your  friends. 

Through Jesus Christ, who revealed your creative love. 

  

From   Seasons and Celebrations  322 

Emmett’s Garden, near Seven-

oaks, Kent  



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  17th June 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

17 June E Hardy   

19 June  R Gallehawk No service 

24  June L Read     

26 June   G Hanton  

1st July Rev C McDonald      

3rd July   Rev K Allen C  Rev C McDonald S   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

