
Sunday 3rd July 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Roalyand St 

Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,      

Throughout my ministry I’ve used the Church Lectionary; the set Bible readings for 

each Sunday. This was a conscious decision when, at the time in the Methodist 

Church, it was rather less common than it is now. This week’s gospel reading is a 

good example for that decision because it’s not one I’d have naturally chosen.  

Jesus’ response to the 72, on the return from their mission, that he ‘saw Satan 

falling like lightening from heaven’ (10:19) isn’t easy for us to understand and not 

initially attractive sermon material! However, what is always the case, when given 

time for reflection, there are constantly new things to discover in Scripture that are 

still pertinent and powerful and this week is no exception. 

The theme for Sundays Communion service is ‘Courage and Vulnerability’. Using the 

stories of  Naaman’s healing (2Kings 5: 1-14) and Jesus sending out the 72, to 

widen his mission, we encounter ordinary people allowing themselves to become 

vulnerable with extraordinary results; like the slave girl (5:3) suggesting her master, 

Naaman,  go to the prophet in Samaria for healing to the 72 being sent as lambs 

amidst wolves without purse or bag to heal the sick and share the Good News 

(Lk.10: 3-4,9).  We know the positive outcomes to these stories so perhaps the risks 

taken might be overlooked; however, at the time there were no guarantees of 

success whilst the possibility of failure was always high.   

Given the culture; generations since and geography that separates the present day 

to that of Biblical times, it’s amazing to witness the similarities in human behaviour. 

Naaman powerful and influential,  angry because he believes his status isn’t 

properly recognised by  the prophet Elisha to the joy (and surprise) of the 72 at what 

they’ve seen and experienced. The fact their reaction is recorded suggests they were 

initially apprehensive; not so surprising and perhaps something  we’ve also 

experienced? As Communion is taken, we are again reminded of Jesus’ love for the 

world and his courage in making himself vulnerable for our sakes. It’s this we’re 

called to emulate as we discover and rediscover the wonder of God’s power and love 

in using our ordinariness for his extraordinary purposes.  To think about: What is our 

collective vulnerability (the Church) and do we have the courage to face it and use 

it?   God bless you!  Kathleen 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite plus Moses, Diana and family (as they 

prepare to move to Billericay). 

Dear Lord,  we pray for courage in adversity. For those times when we are 

at our most vulnerable enable us through your Holy Spirit  to step out 

boldly together in the knowledge of your steadfast death-defying love.  

Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  If you would like a message put in the 

Prayer Chain over the next two weeks, please contact  by email, or 

on my mobile phone.   Thanks, Geraldine. 
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Notices 

Kenya Partnership news. We recently sent a large donation 

from the church family for Rev. Sammy to use for work at The 

Grace Community Centre and have received a report on how the 

money has been spent. This includes purchasing 3 desktop 

computers (for training young people), 2 sewing machines & 

fabrics for young women to  learn dressmaking, and items & feed for the farm pro-

ject. There is also a new report on the Kenya page of the BMC website (click on 

"Grace Centre newsletter May 2022") with details of the Easter food aid distribu-

tion. Thank you for your continued support & interest. Geraldine, Maggie K., Pam C. 

& Heather. 

Western Road Coffee - thank you to everyone who has put money in the small do-

nations pot over the past few months - we have today banked £96.45 - I will send 

this as a donation to JMA. Can I also take this opportunity to thank our refreshment 

volunteers - our weekly cuppa after the service is most appreciated. Lorraine. 

 

Queens Park Coffee Pot - thanks also to everyone who have popped a donation into 

the saucer on a Friday morning. Since September you have raised over £1500 to-

wards Church funds. Thanks especially to Susan, Helen and all of the Friday team 

for their special welcome each week. Lorraine 

Revd. Kathleen Allen is unable to lead worship at Western Road this Sunday due 

to being ill with Covid. We wish her and others in our church community a speedy 

recovery.   Many thanks to Revd Celia  McDonald for leading worship at Western 

Road.  Please note no service at Herongate this weekend. 



Encouragement 
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Bradwell pilgrimage and gathering: Saturday 2nd July 10:30-4pm.  Commissioning 

of pilgrims at St Thomas Bradwell at 10:30am followed by a walk to St Peter- on- 

the-Wall. Full details here: http://bradwellpilgrimage.co.uk/ 

Orchids from Mill Meadows taken by Maggie.  

Billericay Choral Society presents ‘Music for a Summer’s Evening’, an informal con-

cert to include Gilbert & Sullivan choruses, on Tuesday 12 July at 8 pm at Western 

Road. Tickets £5 are available from Brown Sugar/Slipped Discs 57-59 High or St, 

Maggie Kingston 07939 129445 or online from our website billericaychoral.co.uk 

Flowers from Mottisfont (NT)

Hampshire from Geraldine. 

“Vulnerability is not winning or losing; it's having the courage to show up and be 

seen when we have no control over the outcome. Vulnerability is not weakness; it's 

our greatest measure of courage.”  (Brene Brown) 

SMB (Schools Ministry Billericay) Trustee, Paul Carr, is taking part in the Jubilee 

5km Fun Walk on behalf of Schools Ministry Billericay. (He’s actually walked far 

more!) The work in supporting and serving the young people and staff of the 

schools in Billericay and surrounding area is so important and any donation will 

help. Thanks in advance for your contribution, it means so much to us. 

For donation and more information please see this link:  https://

gofu.me/3beb0cba.  

Herongate Community 

Garden 

GIFT AID - we have now received from HMRC the gift aid we can claim back on the 

donations given to the church for August to December 2021 (including the charity 

donations) - this amounted to £7933.75 - thank you so much everyone!!  Lorraine 

& the finance team  

http://bradwellpilgrimage.co.uk/
website%20billericaychoral.co.uk
https://gofund.me/3beb0cba.
https://gofund.me/3beb0cba.


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  8th July 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

1 July Rev C McDonald     

3 July   Rev C McDonald S 
Service moved to 

WR 

8 July E Hardy   

10 July  R Gallehawk  

15  July Jim R   

17 July  Rev F Al-Hassan  A Williams 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

