
Sunday 24th July 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 
 

Lord, teach us how to pray. Following this request from the Disciples, Jesus gives them 

the prayer we know as The Lord’s Prayer. He then tells them stories, suggesting that 

learning to pray might not be a quick process, although prayer is not necessarily difficult 

or alien. Jesus encourages proactiveness and persistence. We can be reluctant to ask for 

help, but what do we miss along the way by not asking, not searching, not knocking? 

The disciples noticed how Jesus drew strength and peace from prayer, He was 

energised, and given a renewed sense of purpose. The disciples wanted that too, that’s 

why they asked ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’ 

 

The Lord’s prayer recognises the mystery and holiness of God, revealed as Father, then 

expresses a longing for the rule of God to come. It refers to the gift of daily bread in the 

way they were fed with Manna in the Wilderness. This is followed by a two-pronged 

approach to forgiveness – forgive us as we forgive others, finishing with a supplication 

not to be led into situations which might overpower us, appealing to God’s grace.  

 

That’s what’s included – but what is missing? There is no mention of salvation, faith, 

belief, or trust in God. Nothing about sacrifice or good works, and whilst Jesus begins by 

addressing the First Person of the Trinity, he makes no mention of the Third, the Holy 

Spirit. Instead, we have these five emphases – God – Kingdom – Provision – Forgiveness 

– Grace.  

 

All our praying can be summed up in a request that God would give us the best gift of all 

– God’s own self, in the daily gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

When did I, when did you, last ask God for that gift? 
 

    (Adapted from a reflection by Jill Baker in “The Vine at home” ) 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth Forward, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite plus Moses, Diana and 

family (as they prepare to move to Billericay). 

Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a heart to seek you, 

wisdom to find you, conduct pleasing to you, faithful perseverance in 

waiting for you, and a hope of finally embracing you. Amen.  

  Thomas Aquinas  (1225—1274) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  
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Notices 

Billericay Baptists : For a number of years, Billericay Baptist has held a special 2-

day event for seniors (over 70’s).  The idea is to give older folk who cannot  

necessarily go on holiday,  a 2-day ‘at home holiday’ where they are made to feel 

special and have a fun time.  We provide transport where necessary. This year we 

are holding it in our Perry Street building on 9th & 10th August, from 10:15 am to 

2:30pm both days, suggested donation £5 per day, lunch included. More details are 

here: https://billericaybaptist.org.uk/Groups/326249/Holiday_at_Home.aspx 
 

 

For more details or to book contact the Baptist Church Office (Mon-Thu 9:15am-

12:30pm)  on Tel: 01277 654316 or by email  admin@billericaybaptist.org.uk 

From WR. & Herongate knitting groups :This is an open invitation to a special  

meeting at St Andrew's Church Herongate on Tuesday  26th July 10:00-12 noon. 

We will be presenting 'Changing pathways' (Women's refuge) with a logo blanket 

plus Knitted toys for the children. Zoe Mckee, their Operations manager, will speak 

about the work done by her team. You may recognise her from her visits to WR to 

collect the goods you give to her at the annual Toy service. Further details from  

Julie 01277656478 

It was with much sadness we received the news that Mike Wood passed away 

peacefully in his sleep, on Friday night. Please hold Janet and Kirstie in your  

prayers, in the sad days ahead. 

https://billericaybaptist.org.uk/Groups/326249/Holiday_at_Home.aspx
mailto:admin@billericaybaptist.org.uk
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Notices 

Love Essex Billericay Event  - Feedback from the organisers 

 

I hope that you have all recovered well from standing on a 

very hot field last Saturday. 

 

It has now been a week since our event and I thought it 

appropriate to provide an update: 

 

1. Seven people became Christians on the day. One of the 

seven lives in Billericay but indicated on their response card 

that they do not want to be contacted by a local church. A 

member of the Love Essex is seeking to connect with this 

person as getting connected to a local church is important and vital in becoming a 

disciple of Jesus. 

 

2. Love Essex has received very positive feedback about the day from many and 

especially from the Christian ministries involved in the day. Love Essex have also 

received constructive observations on how future Love Essex events can be  

improved. This included more attractional activities such as bouncy castles. One 

person felt that the Christian message was “too in your face”. 

 

3. Vision Magazine, a local publication, requested an opportunity to feature the 

event in their publication. I have been interviewed by them and provided some  

images of the day. Hopefully, their article will be a true reflection of my comments. 

I understand from them that Vision Magazine is delivered to homes in Brentwood 

and Billericay. 

 

In closing, I would like to express my personal thank you to CTB for actively  

supporting this event through time, finances, prayer and people. Without your  

support the event would not have taken place. 

 

It would be beneficial for us in Love Essex to receive you feedback both individually 

and jointly as CTB. This could be face to face (my preferred method) or via email. 

 

Although our event in Billericay is now in the past, Love Essex commitment to  

Billericay is still on-going. It would be wonderful to consider holding another event 

in Billericay in 2023 or 2024. Receiving your comments on that possibility would be 

great. 

 

With love and appreciation, 

 

Rob Purnell 

(On behalf of the Love Essex team) 
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Notices 

Bar ‘n’ Bus 

Bar ‘n’ Bus is a Christian charity providing youth work across the south of Essex. 

They are seeking to appoint 2 or more Part Time Youth Support Workers to join 

their dynamic youth work team - extending and growing their work in Basildon. 

Alongside their face-to-face Youth Work, Youth Support Workers will complete a 

Level 3 Qualification in Youth Work Practice to obtain national JNC Youth Support 

Worker status. Full costs of this qualification are covered by Bar ‘n’ Bus. 

  

Details: 

Role: Youth Support Worker 

Location: Basildon (and South Essex) 

Contract: Part Time (16 hours/week), 1 Year Fixed with possible extension 

Wage: £10.50/hour 

  

Deadline for applications is 11th August with start dates in September. 

More details can be found at https://barnbus.org.uk/vacancies/ 

 

 

 

 

Graham Kendrick at Emmanuel: Rev Paul Carr provides this information: 

Graham Kendrick is playing at Emmanuel on Sunday 11 December at 7.00 pm. 

More details here Live at Emmanuel 2022: An evening with Graham Kendrick 

 

We sold out in six weeks when he was here in 2019 so if your church members are 

interested in coming along, they may need to buy a ticket quickly! 

https://barnbus.org.uk/vacancies/
https://revpacman.com/2022/07/19/11924/


Encouragement 
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Notices 

Date for your diary. The circuit welcome service for Moses & Diana Agyam and  

family will be held at The Christian Link, Queens Park on Saturday 3rd September 

at 3pm. This will be conducted by our Chair of District - Rev. David Chapman.  

Refreshments will be served following the service and we do hope that as many as 

possible of our church family will be able to attend. 

Kenya Partnership: Our dear friend Rev. Sammy Kagwi is currently studying for his 

Masters degree, his research topic being "Assessing  the role of the Methodist 

church in social transformation: a case study of social justice in Tana River County, 

Kenya." This additional qualification will support him with all the community work 

he undertakes. 

Most of his study can be completed online, but he will have to travel to the  

Zimbabwe Methodist university for final assessment prior to accreditation, the  

travel cost of which is prohibitive for him. We'd love to help him, but can't use our 

funds for this. We're appealing to our church family - could you help? Please speak 

to one of the team or send a donation (clearly-marked) through the Billericay  

Methodist church account.       Many thanks. Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie & Heather  

Julie C sent in this photo of a quilt 

— made from the Christmas tree 

we had at WR last Christmas. 

Julie C also sent in this photo from a recent 

exhibition of angels in the cloisters of  

Chichester Cathedral. 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  29th July 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

22 July J Cristin   

24 July  FROGS  

29 July A Bray   

31 July  I Brown No Service 

5 August M Smith   

7 August  Rev K Allen S R Gallehawk 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

