
Sunday 31st July 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  Some Biblical scholars think that Jesus taught the Lord’s prayer more 

than once. Thus, the inevitable differences between the Matthew and Luke versions. 

It is interesting that in our passage Jesus starts to teach about prayer and concludes 

His teaching by talking about receiving His Holy Spirit. That’s a big swerve. What’s 

that about? 
      Here are Ian’s conclusions. The consequence of persistent, asking, seeking, 

knocking prayer is that we receive Jesus’ Holy Spirit or a deeper experience of His 

Spirit. With regards the Lord’s prayer Jesus teaches us to address God as Father. 

This strongly implies that God is seeking a close, personal relationship with us. 

Hallowed be Your name reminds us that although intimacy is involved in our 

relationship with God, God is God. And should be approached in a proper, respectful 

manner. 

     Kingdom come: A request for the coming of God’s Kingdom to the earth with its 

expectancy to live and bring about the values of the Kingdom of God as far as 

possible in our daily lives. The best way for us to do this is to quest for Jesus’ Spirit 

to reign within us. 

      Daily bread: Note the prayer states – each day – daily – provide us with 

sustenance. A prayer that millions of people in the world daily pray and really mean 

it. 

      Forgiveness of sins: This prayer is a reminder of Jesus’ teaching that unless we 

forgive others, He does not forgive us. 

      Temptation: A reminder to flee – to remove – to detach ourselves when exposed 

to temptation and to the Evil One. 

      Jesus develops his teaching on prayer via the parable of the man questing bread 

at midnight from his friend. 

     The main parable themes being that in prayer He advocates: Boldness; 

Persistence – if we want something badly we keep asking, seeking, knocking. Note 

– ask, seek, knock are all continuous verbs. 

     And that He honours: Our dependency on Him; Our questing of Him. 

    It’s important to remember that Jesus is not teaching that we shall always get 

exactly what we are asking for. He is saying that prayer is not UNHEARD and nor is it 

UNHEEDED. He answers in the way He sees is best. And that may be a NO answer. 

 Ian 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth Forward, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite plus Moses, Diana and 

family (as they prepare to move to Billericay). 

Let the door of our heart be always open to you, O Lord, that we may 

mark your entrance, embrace your presence, hear your voice, seek your 

strength and hold fast to you for ever.   Amen. 

   Paul (Henry) Heath (1599-1643)  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  
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Notices 

Billericay Baptists : For a number of years, Billericay Baptist has held a special 2-

day event for seniors (over 70’s).  The idea is to give older folk who cannot  

necessarily go on holiday,  a 2-day ‘at home holiday’ where they are made to feel 

special and have a fun time.  We provide transport where necessary. This year we 

are holding it in our Perry Street building on 9th & 10th August, from 10:15 am to 

2:30pm both days, suggested donation £5 per day, lunch included. More details are 

here: https://billericaybaptist.org.uk/Groups/326249/Holiday_at_Home.aspx 
 

 

For more details or to book contact the Baptist Church Office (Mon-Thu 9:15am-

12:30pm)  on Tel: 01277 654316 or by email  admin@billericaybaptist.org.uk 

The funeral MICHAEL WOOD Will take place on Friday 12 August with a committal 

at Bentley Crematorium at 10.30 am followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at  

Emmanuel at 11.30am, followed by refreshments in the church hall.  

Everyone is welcome to attend both services. 

Elizabeth and Geoff Forward would like to thank all members of the Church Family 

who have sent cards and letters of encouragement. Elizabeth is currently in a care 

home for a period of recuperation and Geoff is undergoing tests preparatory to  

cardiac surgery. The support we have received from Church members is greatly 

appreciated.  

The family of Thomas George Leask wish to thank everyone who assisted with and 

attended  his service of remembrance on Friday 8th July. It was a lovely, uplifting 

service and we were made to feel so welcome. Thanks too for the generous  

donations of £160 to Alzheimer’s Research.  

https://billericaybaptist.org.uk/Groups/326249/Holiday_at_Home.aspx
mailto:admin@billericaybaptist.org.uk


Encouragement 
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Notices 

Kenya Partnership: Thanks to the wonderful generosity of our 

church family, we have been able to send enough funds to Rev. 

Sammy Kagwi for him to travel to Zimbabwe to complete his 

studies for his Master’s degree (see last week’s CWEO). 

We’ll keep you posted as to how Sammy gets on in the next 

few weeks. Sammy says: “I am truly humbled & touched by your love ….. please 

pass my appreciation to BMC members and every Dad & Mum who has supported 

me. You strengthen my faith in a special way”. 

Date for your diary: the Civic Service will be on Sunday 4th September, 3pm at the 

Chantry Centre. Revival Church is leading the service and it will be a great oppor-

tunity for us all, the Churches of Billericay, to corporately honour, pray for and com-

mit ourselves to the Billericay Town Councillors in our shared service of Billericay. 

Helen H supplied the pictures of 

“a beautiful field of Viper’s  

Burgloss (part of the borage 

family) in Lake meadows.” She 

says the pictures don’t do it  

justice, you need to walk 

through it! 

Janet H submitted these  

photos. Rght is of Flatford Mill, 

Suffolk, and above right is of 

Rosie, their dog,  just because 

she always seems to make  

people smile!  



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion LA  Local arrangement WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  In case of need of a minister 

contact   Rev F Al-Hassan 

                01268 542822 

 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  5th August 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

29 July A Bray   

31 July  I Brown No Service 

5 August M Smith   

7 August  Rev K Allen S R Gallehawk 

5 August E Hardy   

7 August  A Williams  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

