
  

 

THEME:   “The sound of silence” 

Sunday 17th July 2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am) Psalm 33:5/Love divine/Psalm 33: 20-22/
Strength will rise/Psalm 52:8/ Shout to the Lord 
*Music is interspaced with verses from the Psalms which remind us of God’s 
unfailing love:  

Opening Prayer (please say the words in BOLD) 
 

Lord of creation we see your might and majesty in the world around us. 

We see your power in wind and wave, the storm and the earthquake. 

We hear the whisper of your voice in breeze and stillness. 

We see the depths of your love in valleys and reaching far into space  

Lord of lords may we hear your voice through words and silence. 

May our prayers glorify your name and lift our thoughts to you. 

Come Holy Spirit, inspire our worship 

Open our hearts and our minds to be ready to follow you, now and forever                                  
Amen 

Hymn: StF 20 Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here: 

Come bow before him now, with reverence and fear: 

In him no sin is found - 

we stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around; 
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He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 

How awesome is the sight. 

Our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place: 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 

No work too hard for him. 

In faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place.  

Time of thanksgiving 

In Psalm 52 David says  
8 But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; 
I trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. 

 

So how have we “flourished” recently?  Let us give thanks for something or 
someone that has helped this week. 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Father God, every good thing comes from you.  

We thank you for the generosity and kindness of others. 

You give abundantly, far more than we need. 

We thank you for our food, homes and time we share with each other. 

Faithful God, thank you that You are always with us offering your unfailing love, 
whether we accept it or not. 

Thank you that you are with us in times of joy and when life is difficult. 
 

Father God, You made the ultimate sacrifice by sending Jesus to live on earth, 
to be crucified and overcome death for our salvation so that we could be Your 
people.   

Our words are insufficient, thank you  Amen              

Prayer of confession 

Forgive us when we take your love for granted Lord forgive us. 

Forgive us when we are selfish with our time and belongings, Lord forgive us. 
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Forgive us when we let negative thoughts impact our decisions, Lord forgive 
us. 

Silence 

Let us hear Jesus’ words of forgiveness and know our sins have been forgiven.    
Amen 

Reading 1: Amos 8:1-12 (NIV) A Basket of Ripe Fruit 

This is what the Sovereign Lord showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. 

“What do you see, Amos?” he asked. 

    “A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered. 

     Then the Lord said to me, “The time is ripe for my people Israel; 

     I will spare them no longer. 

“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “the songs in the temple 

     will turn to wailing.     Many, many bodies—flung everywhere!  Silence!” 

Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land, 
saying, “When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain and the Sab-
bath be ended that we may market wheat?” - skimping on the measure, 
boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales, buying the poor with 
silver and the needy for a pair of sandals selling even the sweepings with the 
wheat. The Lord has sworn by himself, the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget 
anything they have done. 

“Will not the land tremble for this and all who live in it mourn?  The whole 
land will rise like the Nile it will be stirred up and then sink like the river of 
Egypt. “In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go down 
at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.  I will turn your religious festi-
vals into mourning and all your singing into weeping.  I will make all of you 
wear sackcloth and shave your heads.  I will make that time like mourning for 
an only son and the end of it like a bitter day.  “The days are coming,” declares 
the Sovereign Lord, “when I will send a famine through the land—not a famine 
of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. 
People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east searching 
for the word of the Lord but they will not find it. 
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Reading 2:   Luke 10:38-42 At the Home of Martha and Mary 

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a wom-
an named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 

But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She 
came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do 
the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many 
things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

  Hymn: StF Be the centre 

Jesus, be the centre 
Be my source, be my light,  Jesus 

Jesus, be the centre 
Be my hope, be my song,  Jesus 

Be the fire in my heart 
Be the wind in these sails 

Be the reason that I live 

Hymn: StF 495 Dear Lord and Fa-
ther of mankind 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
forgive our foolish ways ;  
reclothe us in our rightful mind ;  
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 

In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow thee. 

O sabbath rest by Galilee !  
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love !  

With that deep hush subduing all 
our words and works that drown 
the tender whisper of thy call, 
as noiseless let thy blessing fall 
as fell thy manna down. 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease ;  
take from our souls the strain and 
stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 

 Breathe through the heats of our de-
sire 
thy coolness and thy balm ;  
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire ;  
speak through the earthquake, wind, 
and fire, 
O still small voice of calm !  
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Jesus, Jesus 

Jesus, be my vision 
Be my path, be my guide, Jesus 

Be the fire in my heart…..  

            (repeat) 

 
Sermon: See CWEO 

Hymn: StF 470 Lord for the years your love has kept and guided 

Lord for the years  
 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the Word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care ;  
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

Lord, for our world ;  when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain ;  
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
 Lord, for ourselves ;  in living power remake us, 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne ;  
past put behind us, for the future take us, 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
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Prayers - Intercessions from the Methodist Charity All We Can  

God of every moment 

God of this moment, 
We pray for people meeting to worship you today, especially those who have to 
do so in secret and in fear. 

God of this day, 

We pray for all who will find this day difficult, particularly those living in the 

countries and communities where All We Can is working – in places where there 

has been a recent disaster, or the long-term effects of poverty are impacting the 

local community. 

God of this week, 

We pray for political and societal leaders around the world, in the face of difficult 

decisions this week, and with the responsibility to do all that they can to bring 

about a better, fairer, more just world, we pray for wisdom and grace for each 

and every one of them. 

God of this year, 

We pray for all who are working to seek a better world – from the staff teams of 

relief agencies working in refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar and Za’atari, through to 

those who volunteer for and donate to charities who are committed to seeking 

justice and human dignity. Give each of us the courage to play our part in that 

work today, O Lord. 

God of every moment, 

Help me to be an answer to prayer for somebody else this day. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen  

 

 

 

Hymn: StF 351 In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
he is my light, my strength, my song ;  
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 
firm through the fiercest drought and 
storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of 
peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings 
cease !  
My Comforter, my All in All, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone !   — who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless babe !  
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save :  

till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
for every sin on him was laid ;  
here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain :  
then bursting forth in glorious Day 
up from the grave he rose again !  
And as he stands in victory, 
sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine — 
bought with the precious blood of 
Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me ;  
from life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand ;  
till he returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I'll stand !  
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Blessing 

May we know the blessings of the God of all time, 

The love and justice of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives every 
moment of our lives.    Amen 

 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  

                                      

 

 

 

                       Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those 

without internet access why not get on the phone to someone 

in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help 

each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

