
  

 

Sunday 28th August  

 10.30am.  

Born in song: Giving praise to God 

Music beforehand :  Psalm 81:1-2/Creation calls/ Psalm 95:1-2/All crea-
tures of our God and King/ Psalm 145:1-4/Morning by morning/Psalm 
100:1-5 

Call to worship 

God of all creation, help us to see that you are alive in all living things, 

And that we can sense your presence by closing our eyes, or opening them to  

notice the flowers, the trees, the rivers and sunsets.  

Show us how to pray as we walk, as we breathe, as we live 
our life.  

Show us your presence. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2022. Reproduced with permission  

Hymn:  STF 353 Jesus is Lord, Crea-
tion’s voice proclaims it 

Jesus Is Lord! Creation’s voice pro-
claims it, 
For by his power each tree and flower 
Was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it, 
Sun, moon and stars in heaven 
Cry, ‘Jesus is Lord!’ 

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him With hallelujahs 
For Jesus is Lord! 

 

Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eter-
nal 
In flesh he came to die In pain 
On calvary’s tree. 
Jesus is Lord! From him all life pro-
ceeding, 
Yet gave his life a ransom 
Thus setting us free. 

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him With hallelujahs 
For Jesus Is Lord! 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise 

In gladness and thanksgiving we recognise the world as your home and your 

delight. Help us as Christians to make the Earth and its peoples glad, that we 

may bring you singing to birth in your heart. 

In gladness and thankfulness we recognise that the whole of our life is bound 

up in the mystery of faith and the life of the spirit. Our thankfulness reaches out 

to you in the confidence that you will continue to lead us, nudge us, cajole us 

and  warn us. Help us as Christians to be living witnesses to the life of the Spirit, 

within among the life and desires of the flesh. 

Awaken our gratitude again to the wonder an enduring fullness of your passion 

and mercy. May the earthy, all embracing nature of your good purposes flood 

over us and incorporate our life of faith in that new world you are bringing into 

being. Amen 

(The Word in the world: prayers for Christian worship, book 2 NCEC, 1997 Donald Hilton) 

Prayer of Confession  

Gracious God. With sorrow we admit how well we know that our lives have not been 

wholly as you will. We confess the sin e we know. and regret the shame we feel. 

We confess that some thoughts have been unworthy:  centred on self, others denied. . 

We confess that some words have been wounding, barbed and harsh, twisting deep.  

We confess that some actions have been unfitting: Kingdom destroying, love denying.  

We confess that sometimes we have been silent and still in the face of need. Hesitant to 

give, slow to care. 

 

Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty con-
queror, 
From death he rose, and all his foes 
Shall own his name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sent his Holy Spirit 
To show by works of power 
That Jesus is Lord. 

 

 

 
 
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him With hallelujahs 
For Jesus is Lord! 
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Psalm 25: 6-7 

Remember, Lord, your tender care and love unfailing. For they are from of old. 

Do not remember the scenes and offences of my youth.  

But remember me in your unfailing love in accordance with your goodness 

Lord. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

(The Word in the world: prayers for Christian worship, book 2 NCEC, 1997 Donald Hilton) 

 

Reading:  Luke 14:7-14 (NIV) 

When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he 

told them this parable:  “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not 

take the place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have 

been invited.  If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 

‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least 

important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when 

your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then 

you will be honoured in the presence of all the other guests.  For all those who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.” 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 

your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if 

you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 

blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the righteous.” 
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HYMN: STF 272 The Servant King 

From Heaven, You came helpless 

babe 

Entered our world, your glory veiled 

Not to be served but to serve 

And give Your life that we might live 

This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 

There in the garden of tears 

My heavy load he chose to bear 

His heart with sorrow was torn 

"Yet not My will but Yours", He said 

This is our God… 

 

Come see His hands and His feet 

The scars that speak of sacrifice 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered 

This is our God... 

So let us learn how to serve 

And in our lives enthrone Him 

Each other's needs to prefer 

For it is Christ we're serving 

This is our God... 

This reflection is based on a longer reflection written by Christine Dutton for 
The Vine resources.  
 

‘Sing for joy to God our strength’ so begins Psalm 81. It seems so straightfor-
ward yet these words can offer us much in an unsettled, traumatised world, 
searching for justice and security. Let’s start with singing. Where do you sing? 
In the shower? In the car? In the garden or around the house? Are you the sort 
of person that you only need to hear the first few bars of an introduction or the 
first line of a song and you know what comes next? For Christian Churches 
where congregational singing is part of their DNA, and the Methodist Church 
even has a hymn which reminds us that we sing Born in Song. 
 

 Congregational singing is a bit like communal karaoke – it has the ability to 
form community and to engender a common sense of purpose. But in this 
Psalm we are called to a particular type of singing – a song of praise to God. 
These words remind us of how we orientate ourselves towards God – with a 
posture and attitude of praise and thanksgiving. This Psalm doesn’t start with 
ourselves but with a need and desire to acknowledge who God is, and what 
God has done. We praise God for creation, for life itself, for God’s promise of 
faithfulness to God’s people.  
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We praise God for God’s strength which sustains people in times of trouble 
and uncertainty.  

 

Walter Brueggemann categorises the Psalms themselves into ones of orienta-
tion, disorientation and re-orientation and sometimes we can see those three 
stages or elements flow through any of the individual psalms. I wonder what 
that would look like if we applied those stages to our own lives and faith jour-
neys? Maybe we can recognise times when we have felt profoundly disorien-
tated, separately from God, challenged by situations over which we have no 
control, times of grief and anger, times when our relationships have been 
strained or even seemingly beyond repair. When we were not able to meet 
during the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, initially the congregations I was part 
of found this disorientation hard to navigate. Creativity through technology 
and the sharing of worship material, pastoral care over the phone and then in 
the open air enabled us to hold this disorientation together. Maybe we 
learned lessons about living with disorientation that we want to remember as 
we embrace a move from a heroic response to a time of collective trauma, 
through disillusionment to a re-imagined way of being the church in the world. 
The work of the Evangelism and Growth Team in encouraging us to see where 
our strengths are and where we might take the next steps both as individuals 
and churches are to be found on the Methodist Church website 
(www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/god
-for-alljunction-resources-for-your-journey/)  
 

Maybe you could download the challenges and spend some time either on 
your own, with friends or by calling up someone else who you might be inter-
ested, discussing which challenge God might be calling you to and pray for one 
another and the challenge you are preparing to take.  
 

We are always invited to ‘taste and see that the Lord is good’ – this in turn will 
bring us back to a place of song and praise. You may want to listen to the fol-
lowing songs or join in at home so here are a couple of suggestions as we re-
ceive from God. 
 

May you know the peace and love of Christ, as you continually sing God’s 
praises, listen to God’s heart and receive the sweet gift of the continual pres-
ence of God, three in one, creator, redeemer and sustainer. 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/god-for-alljunction-resources-for-your-journey/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/god-for-alljunction-resources-for-your-journey/
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Prayer of Intercession 

Loving God gracious host, you invite humankind. 

To partake of the banquet of life. 

We pray for the guests with wealth and power 

Who have secured for themselves places of honour in our world. 

Open their eyes to see the faces of your other guests. 

Open their ears to hear their requests, 

Open their hands to give. 

HYMN: Build your kingdom  

Come set Your rule and reign, in our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray, unveil why we're made 

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope, like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now. 

We are Your Church, we need Your power, in us. 

We seek Your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released, the hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause. 

We are Your church, we pray revive this earth. 

    Build Your kingdom here let the darkness fear 

    Show Your mighty hand, heal our streets and  

     land,  Set Your church on fire win this nation back 

    Change the atmosphere 

    Build Your kingdom here, we pray. 

Unleash Your kingdom's power, reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop, your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this, awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 

We are Your church, we are the hope on earth. 

Build Your kingdom here…..   X2 
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We pray for the followers of Christ, 

That we might come to your table eagerly and in humility 

May we be truly thankful for your many gifts to us 

May we serve one another with sensitivity and love. 

May we give of what we have without expecting any return. 
 

We pray for those finding it difficult to enjoy the riches of the banquet. 

Those who are ill… 

Those who are sorrowful…… 

Those who have passed up the invitation. 

Gracious host, give them what they need to sustain them, 

Give them healing and hope, comfort and love, 

that they may feed on you in their hearts. 

 

Loving God gracious host,  

May we partake of the heavenly banquet  you have prepared for all mankind. 

In the name of him who came to invite us to the feast.  

Jesus Christ your Son, our Saviour. Amen  

Companion to the revised common lectionary  Vol 1: Intercessions Christine Odell 

HYMN: STF 94 To God be the glory 

 To God be the glory, great things he 
has done !  
So loved he the world that he gave us 
his Son, 
who yielded his life in atonement for 
sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may 
go in :  
  

 

Praise the Lord !   Praise the Lord !  
 Let the earth hear his voice !  
 Praise the Lord !   Praise the Lord !  
 Let the people rejoice !  
 O come to the Father,  
                through Jesus the Son ;  
 and give him the glory 
               — great things he has done !  
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 
time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without internet access why not get on 
the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and 

help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of one another. To 
watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click HERE to go to 

the church website archive or see website for details of all other material 
billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to every believer the promise of God !  
And every offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives :  Praise the Lord !   Praise the 
Lord !  

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son ;  
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see :  

Praise the Lord !  Praise the Lord . . .  

Blessing 
 

You are set free, from all that limits and contains you.  

You are not defined by your actions, but by God’s love for you.  

Now go out, and live a life that reflects that love out into the world.  

Go, in the grace and the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Amen. 
 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace: 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,  evermore.   

Amen.   

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

