
  

 

Sunday 2nd October  

 10.30am.  

Faith and Duty  

With grateful thanks to Twelve Baskets to use material from The Vine at Home and Roots 

For Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2020-22. Reproduced with permission. 

Music beforehand :  Christ be in my waking/Faithful one/I will offer up 
my life 

Call to worship 

God of all mercy, God, by your grace you have called 
us to this space, to this time, to this day. 

Guard us and protect us in all that you call us to, 

That we may be strong in faith, in joy and love; 

through Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and always. Amen 

Hymn:  STF 544 As the deer 

As the deer pants for the water 
So my soul longs after You 
You alone are my heart's desire 
And I long to worship You 

   You alone are my strength, my shield 
       To You alone will my spirit yield 
       You alone are my heart's desire 
       And I long to worship you   

 

 

You're my friend and You are my 
brother 
Even though You are a King 
I love You more than any other 
So much more than anything   

        You alone are my strength…………. 
 
I want you more than gold or silver 
only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy giver 
and the apple of my eye. 

       You alone are my strength…………. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise 

Gracious God, ever faithful, ever true. 

Our words of praise are inadequate 

How can we speak of you in your greatness? 

Silence alone seems fitting 

To reflect the wonder and awe of your unending presence. 
 

But we break the silence for we must speak.  

We must tell out our love for you 

We must search for words 

that somehow declare you are God: Father, Son and Spirit; 

Words that somehow say we are your people and we praise you. 
 

Loving God, In silence and in Speaking  

Our hearts lift to offer worship  

for you are the light of creation’s dawn 

You are the very breath of our lives 

You are the promise of renewal 

You are the offer of forgiveness. 

You are the flame of inspiration 

You are the wind of challenging change 

You are our God, we are your people.  

We worship you. 

Amen. 

(The Word in the world: prayers for Christian worship, book 2 NCEC, 1997 Donald Hilton) 

In our first reading the apostles cry out “increase our faith” which is astounding 

considering these are the closest of Jesus's disciples. Even though they had 

doubts about what they were capable of, Jesus didn’t.  But it does raise ques-

tions  concerning the nature of faith. How does it grow? Is it both individually 

and communally based? 
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Reading:  Luke 17: 5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey 
you. “Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. 
Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now 
and sit down to eat’?  Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself 
ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and 
drink’?  Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?  So 
you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord, in today’s gospel reading is the image of something small--the tiny mus-
tard seed, the grain of yeast, the small treasure--and these remind us that, 
though we think of ourselves as small, we are not insignificant in your kingdom.  

Open our hearts, and our minds to you in thankful remembrance of the ways in 
which we can serve you throughout our whole life.  

Holy God, in a world that often teaches us bigger is better,  

Take away our need for the big possessions 

Open our heart to receive your word of love and healing, and let our spirit be 
ready to grow for you 

Forgive our stubborn resistance to your faithful presence.  

Thank you Lord, that you forgive and accept each and everyone one of us, just 
as we are, and set us free in Jesus’ name.  

Giving God, we thank you for the gifts you have given to us. In a time of silence, 
we name those small gifts that you have blessed us with, and whisper our 
thanks… 

Lord take our offerings of thanksgiving and help us to say thank you. Renew us 
in your life giving holy refreshing Spirit  

Amen. 
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HYMN: Take my life and let it be 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips, and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

 

Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart — it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure-store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Blessed be you, Lord God, for your forgiveness. 

This is the God who calls us: a generous and forgiving God. 

This is the God who redeems us: the One who made us and treasures us. 

This the God who restores us: a leader worthy of our trust. 

We take a deep breath of God’s grace... 

and know that we can begin again. 

Let us go forward in renewed faith. 

Amen. 

(Adapted from The Vine at Home) 

2 Timothy 1: 1-14 

To Timothy, my dear son: 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as 
night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.  Recalling your tears, I 
long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.  I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, 
I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 



5 

 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands.  For the Spirit God gave us does not make 
us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.  So do not be ashamed of 
the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in 
suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.  He has saved us and called us to 
a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own pur-
pose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of 
time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, 
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel.  And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle and a teacher.  That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause 
for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. 

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith 
and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

Roots On the Web Reflection 

It’s encouraging to hear that Jesus only needs us to have faith the size of a 

mustard seed to be able to do whatever he calls us to do – which probably 

won’t involve a mulberry tree. Yet, in the light of his own actions and teaching, 

it seems unlikely that we are meant to hold on to that seed of faith waiting for 

just the right moment.  

If you have ever found a packet of seeds in a drawer, you know the seeds have 

not achieved anything (yet)! Likewise, money kept safely in a jar on the shelf 

will not have increased in value or been any use at all. As seeds need planting 

and money needs spending, so faith will only increase when it is used.  

Each day we carry out many tasks that require faith: will the tap give water, 

the switch turn on the lights, the brakes stop the car? The more often it hap-

pens the less anxious we are next time. The first time we uproot a mulberry 

tree will be an anxious moment but, after several successful occasions, we 

could easily move on to moving mountains. 



6 

 

But, as Jesus goes on to say, we are to know our place. Our faith is not for the 

purpose of showing off our power to move stuff. Faith is to be at the heart of 

how we live, which might include humbling ourselves in service of others, be-

lieving that God calls us to that self-sacrifice.  

With all the pressures upon us from the world, our friends and family, adver-

tising campaigns and the rest, is it in God that we put our little morsel of 

faith? ‘Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act,’ says the 

Psalmist. To be committed to God is to be careful about what else we commit 

to, and to be sure that we understand God’s terms and conditions. Service to 

God is what truly sets us free. 

 

 

 

HYMN: STF O Jesus I have promised 

 O Jesus, I have promised 
to serve you to the end; 
Lord, be for ever near me, 
my master and my friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
if you are by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway 
if you will be my guide. 

 

O let me feel you near me; 
the world is ever near; 
I see the sights that dazzle, 
the tempting sounds I hear; 
my foes are ever near me, 
around me, and within; 
but, Jesus, now draw nearer, 
and shield my soul from sin. 

 

O let me hear you speaking 
in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, 
the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, 
to hasten or control; 
Lord, speak, and make me listen, 
O guardian of my soul. 

 

O Jesus, you have promised 
to all who follow you, 
that where you are in glory 
your servant shall be too; 
and, Jesus, I have promised 
to serve you to the end; 
O give me grace to follow 
my master and my friend. 
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Prayer of Intercession 

Faithful God, we pray for those of your people who are hanging on to faith in 
you by their fingertips, 

As the everyday securities of life collapse around them, 

For those whose doubts overwhelm them 

For those who are beset by illness, anxiety or bereavement. 

With the disciples we say to our Lord Jesus Christ “Increase our faith” 

Faithful God, We pray for those who feel insignificant,  

For those lured and distracted by the attractions of this world’s treasure 

For those who have tried to seek you in the church but have found little whole-
ness there. 

With the disciples we say to our Lord Jesus Christ “Increase our faith” 

Faithful God, 

We pray for ourselves , for the times when our faith remains a duty 

But has lost its delight. 

We pray and give thanks for the gift of your life-giving Spirit 

With the disciples we say to our Lord Jesus Christ “Increase our faith” that we 
may serve you forever. Amen. 

HYMN: Will you come and follow 
me?  

Will you come and follow me:  
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 

 

 

 

 

 

Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me? 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 
join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those with-

out internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar circum-
stances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your ongo-
ing worship and care of one another. To watch all or any part of this or previ-

ous worship services click HERE to go to the church website archive or see 
website for details of all other material billericaymethodistchurch.org 

HYMN: Will you come and follow 
me? 
  

Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 

Will you love the ‘you' you hide 
If I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found 
to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and 
sound 
in you and you in me? 

Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 
 

The Blessing 

Help us, Lord, to make the most of 
whatever you have given us. 

Thank you that our faith has grown 
during our life’s journey, 

and we can look back on all the ways 
you have helped us. 

Show us how our faith can continue 
to grow, and help us to do whatever 
is necessary for that to happen, in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace: 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all,  evermore.   

Amen.   

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

