
  

 

Sunday 18th September  

 10.30am.  

Count your blessings 
Music beforehand : This this is the God we adore/Come ye thankful people come/Our 
God is a great big God/ Bless the Lord O my soul. 

Call to worship 

Let us meet with our God, 
whose Spirit is with us now and throughout our daily lives. 
Let us pray for opportunities to share the blessings we receive, 
for God to provide the words with which we might speak them, 
and inspire actions through which we might share them, 
that all might be drawn to the God we serve.  
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HYMN: Blessed be your name 

Blessed Be Your Name in the land 
that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance 
flow 
Blessed be Your name 

Blessed Be Your name, when I'm 
found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed Be Your name 

 

 

 

   Every blessing You pour out, I'll turn 
back to  praise 
   When the darkness closes in, Lord 
still I will say 
    Blessed be the name of the Lord 
   Blessed be Your name 
   Blessed be the name of the Lord 
    Blessed be Your glorious name 
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Reading: Luke 15: 1-7 Parable of the Lost Sheep  (NIV) 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.  But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sin-
ners and eats with them.” 

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 
and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country 
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully 
puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neigh-
bours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell 
you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to re-
pent. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise 

Lord of the morning, Lord of the sunrise, 
we come in praise for our moments of refreshment, 
for your re-creation again and again of your world and of our lives. 
For all things new, that amaze and excite us, 
for times of revelation when we stand in awe of you, 
for the Spirit dancing in our hearts and minds, 
we thank you, loving God. 
 

Lord of the daytime, Lord of our working, 
we come in praise for the gifts that you give us, 
for our calling and sending into the world and into fellowship with you. 

Blessed be Your name when the sun's 
shining down on me 
When the world's 'all as it should be' 
Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be Your name on the road 
marked with suffering 
Though there's pain in the offering 
Blessed be Your name 

Every blessing You pour out…. 

You give and take away you give and 
take away 
My heart will choose to say Lord 
blessed be Your name 

    (repeat) 

Blessed be the name of the Lord…. 
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For gifts and talents that inspire and challenge us, 
for skills that we find when we listen to your voice, 
for the Spirit that calls us to service and love, 
we thank you, loving God. 
 

Lord of the evening, Lord of our resting, 
we come in praise for the space that you give us 
for reflection and prayer for your world, in your name. 
For times of silence and listening that renew our faith, 
for enjoyment and laughter in the company of your people, 
for the Spirit that sings in joy and quietness, 
we thank you, loving God. 
 

Lord of the night time, Lord of the darkness, 
we come in praise for your presence in our pain, 
for doubts and uncertainties that strengthen our faithfulness. 
For your presence in our weakness and sadness, 
for your healing in our sickness, 
for your love that overcomes all things, 
for the Spirit that plants seeds of love in our hearts, 
we thank you, loving God. Amen. 
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HYMN: Unbroken Praise 

Praise unbroken 

Praise unending 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore 

Praise untainted 

Praise unfading 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore 
  

Unbroken praise be Yours, God, for-

ever 

All my praise be Yours, God, forever 

Lord take this life, let it become Your 

throne 

Unbroken praise, be Yours 

 My surrender 

My devotion 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore 

Be Yours, be Yours forevermore 

 

Unbroken praise be Yours, God, for-

ever 

All my praise be Yours, God, forever 

Lord take this life, let it become Your 

throne 

Unbroken praise be Yours 

Unbroken praise be Yours, God, forev-

er 
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All my praise be Yours, God, forever 

Lord take this life, let it become Your 

throne 

Unbroken praise be Yours 

 

 So let my deeds outrun my words 

And let my life outweigh my songs 

Let my deeds outrun my words 

And let my life outweigh my songs! 

 

Unbroken praise be Yours, God, forev-

er 

All my praise be Yours, God, forever 

Lord take this life, let it become Your 

throne 

Unbroken praise be Yours, be Yours 

Unbroken praise be Yours, God, forev-

er 

All my praise be Yours, God, forever 

Lord take this life, let it become Your 

throne 

Unbroken praise be Yours 

Unbroken praise be Yours 

My unbroken praise be Yours 

  

So let my deeds outrun my words 

And let my life outweigh  

Reading: 1 Tim 1: 12-17 The Lord’s Grace to Paul (NIV) 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service.  Even though I was once a blasphem-
er and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 
ignorance and unbelief.  The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abun-
dantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very rea-
son I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him 
and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer of Confession: (verses from STF 494) 

In the hymn by  Robert Robinson we  sing “Come thou fount Of every blessing 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy never ceasing.  
Call for songs of loudest praise….” 
 

Dear Lord, our songs of praise and adoration fill the heavenly realms  
but so too do our less worthy actions and thoughts 
Which stem from the inner workings of our hearts 
Which cause us and others conflict, suffering, harm and hurt. 
 

So we do now open our hearts to you and confess: 
Those times of tribulation, those times when fear and anxiety have over-
whelmed us, 
Those times when we have fallen short of your freely given grace and love to 
us by not extending it to others, 
Those times when we have closed our eyes to those in need, 

Those times when we have pre-judged others. 

Lord we ask and pray for your abundant forgiveness…. 

We remember….. 

Oh to Grace, how great a debtor 

 Daily I’m constrained to be! 

 Let that Grace Lord like a fetter 

bind my wandering heart to thee. 
 

Prone to wander, Lord. I feel it.  

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Take my heart, O take and seal it. Seal it from thy courts above! 
 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Reading: Ephesians 1.3-14. Praise for Spiritual Blessings in 
Christ  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in 
him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In 
love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accord-
ance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he 
has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace  that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made 
known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he 
purposed in Christ,  to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfil-
ment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  in 
order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaran-
teeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s posses-
sion—to the praise of his glory. 

 

HYMN: STF 440 Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace — how sweet the 
sound — 
that saved a wretch like me !  
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear, 
and grace my fears relieved ;  
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed !    
 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set 
free. 

My God, my Saviour, has ransomed 
me. 

And like a flood, his mercy reigns, 

 Unending love, amazing grace 

      

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures ;  

He will my shield and portion be, as 

long as life endures. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like 

snow, the sun forbear to shine. 

But God who called me here below, 

will be forever mine. 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set 

free….        (repeat) 
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Sermon: See this week’s CWEO 
 

Prayer of Intercession 

Loving God, in the unexpected and the planned for joys of life: 
when we have a fun and relaxing holiday; 
when we're cheered by the sight of a rainbow arching the sky; 
when we're out with friends enjoying a meal; 
when someone remembers our birthday – 
in whatever is good, fun or comforting, 
help us to find your purpose and live in it. 
 

Loving God, as we try to make sense of the world: 
with the news full of unhappiness; 
where poverty mars so many lives; 
where being famous seems to be the biggest virtue; 
where hatred is given space to thrive – 
in standing against whatever is oppressive, dehumanising or just wrong, 
help us to find your purpose and live in it. 
 

Loving God, as we try our best to live in relationship with others: 
in the laughter and the tension of family gatherings; 
in the lonely and desperate times; 
in the anger and the arguments; in the times we're misunderstood; 
in whatever is painful, healing or mundane, 
help us to find your purpose and live in it. 
 

Loving God, as we grapple with understanding some of the mystery that is you: 
in the times we're sure about everything; 
when we're full of questions and there don't seem to be answers; 
when we're quietly convinced that, despite the struggle, you are love and 
you are our God; 
when we get a sudden flash of revelation – 
in whatever is certain, doubtful or paradoxical, 
help us to find your purpose and live in it. Amen. 
 
 

Let’s say the Lord’s Prayer together……. 
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Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 
join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom. For those 

without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar cir-
cumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 
ongoing worship and care of one another. To watch all or any part of this or 

previous worship services click HERE to go to the church website archive or see 
website for details of all other material billericaymethodistchurch.org 

As we have been blessed by God, and remember those blessings, then shall we 
with God’s grace and  love bless those around us with the grace: 

May the Grace, of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
The love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all, evermore. 
Amen. 

 
The National Anthem : God Save the King 

God save our gracious King, long live our noble King, God save the King. 
Send him victorious, happy and glorious, long to reign over us: God save the 
King. 
 

Thy choicest gifts in store on him be pleased to pour, 
long may he reign. May he defend our laws, and ever give us cause 
to sing with heart and voice, God save the King. 

 

HYMN: Your love is amazing 

Your love is amazing steady and un-
changing 
Your love is a mountain firm beneath 
my feat 
Your love is a mystery how you gently 
lift me 
When I am surrounded your love car-
ries me 
 

 

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah,  Hallelujah 
Your love makes me sing 
 
Your love is surprising,  I can feel it 
rising 
All the joy that’s growing deep inside 
of me 
Every time I see you your goodness 
shines through I can feel this God 
song rising up in me 
 
Hallelujah…… 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
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