
Sunday 25th September 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Dear friends,   
We speak today of ‘cultural divides’, ‘economic divides or 
inequality’. We are aware of the ever-growing gap 
between the rich and poor, between wealthy nations and 
poor countries. We see the impacts of these economic 
divides on those at the bottom of our society; those 
facing the cost of living crisis. The growing number of 
people now accessing foodbanks and facing fuel poverty 
is evidence of a deeper problem within our society, 
namely growing inequality. Despite the government 
repeatedly telling us that the employment rate in the UK 
is at a record high, the people in food crisis and fuel 
poverty are what economists now call ‘the working 
poor’. If we are attentive, we will see that we are living 
in a time of deep social divides and tensions, as the current ongoing strikes show. 
 Luke’s parable of the rich man and Lazarus (read Luke 16:19-31) is a familiar 
one. But this time, in my reading of the parable, I found my attention drawn to the 
word ‘chasm’ or ‘divide’. In the parable, the rich appear to be rich, and the poor 
appear to be poor. It is a story about life after death that reflects on life before death. 
The earthly fate of the poor and that of the rich stand in sharp contrast: gorgeous 
clothing and a life of happiness and luxury describe the rich (see Luke 6:24, 25). The 
poor man lies hungry, destitute, helpless, and ill outside the gate, covered with sores 
licked by stray dogs (see Luke 6:20, 21). After their death, the fate is reversed: The rich 
man suffers thirst and longs for a drop of water as previously Lazarus had hungered 
for the crumbs from the rich man’s table. Poor Lazarus sits comfortably protected in 
Abraham’s bosom; he is consoled for his life of misery. 
 The rich man’s pleas to Abraham to send Lazarus are rejected with these 
words: ‘Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed’ (v.26). It is 
important for us to hear that Luke is here not condemning wealth per se. The point of 
the parable is that the rich man’s own selfish choices and contempt or disregard for 
the plight of the poor have placed a ‘great chasm’ between him and the place where 
Lazarus and Abraham feast together. A great reversal has occurred. 
 The parable invites us to reflect on our own ‘chasms’ and ‘divides’ that 
separate us from God and our neighbour. The divide surely includes a spiritual chasm. 
But Luke’s point here is clearly a material or economic divide: he wants rich and 
affluent Christians to take their social responsibilities toward the poor seriously; to 
share their wealth with the poor and the needy in their midst (Deut. 14:38-29; 15:7-8), 
and to practice social mercy.     Grace and Peace,  Moses 
 

Photo: The Rich Man and the Poor Man 

Lazarus, Rila Monastery, Rila, Bulgaria 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K,  plus Moses, Diana and family (as 

they settle into their new home and schools in Billericay). 

Through your love, O Lord, all your works have begun.  

By your love you sustain them and in your love our life is everlasting.  

So let the beginning and ending of all our loving be to see you, O God, 

for ever and ever.    Amen.                  Julian of Norwich (c.1343–c.1417)  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  
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Notices 

ArtServe Festival 2022: Friday 14 – Sunday 16 October 

High Leigh Conference Centre Hertfordshire Featuring: 

Paul Kerensa – Revd. Andrew Brazier – Sue Frost – Revd. Dr  

Andrew Pratt – Jo Richards – Ramona Samuel – Rob Newton.. 

Creative writing/drama/music/digital doodling/dance/

journalling/recycling hymns are the workshop sessions. Artserve 

was originally the Methodist Church Musical Society and although 

it has broadened out into other forms of creativity , music is still 

very much at its heart. ArtServe is a movement of people discovering and reflecting 

God’s creative gifts shared among us, so that God is known more fully and lives are 

transformed.  Booking by post or online at https://www.artserve.org.uk/index.php/

events/artserve-festival-2022#how-to-book  
 

Church Directory: Copies of the latest Directory have now been printed and will soon 

be available for distribution at all three sites.  Each Directory will need to be signed 

for on collection.  Should demand exceed those already printed a further print run 

will be arranged.  We send a huge thank you to Mike T for the many hours he has 

spent in updating and collating the Directory and to the printing team for printing 

them.  We are very grateful to them all.  

Wedding Notice: Nathan Smith will be marrying Miss Katy Blundell at Christ Church 

Stock at 12.30 on Saturday 1st October. They will be very pleased if members of 

Billericay Methodist church would like to share this event with them. If you do come 

please be aware that there is no parking at the church itself, so people are being 

asked to park either at the Stock Village Hall or in the field next to All Saints 

Church. It would be lovely to see you there. Mark & Alyson.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artserve.org.uk%2Findex.php%2Fevents%2Fartserve-festival-2022%23how-to-book&data=05%7C01%7C%7C08091dd1a09e466bc99308da8ac84294%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63797488995033872
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artserve.org.uk%2Findex.php%2Fevents%2Fartserve-festival-2022%23how-to-book&data=05%7C01%7C%7C08091dd1a09e466bc99308da8ac84294%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63797488995033872
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Notices 

Help wanted! Your friendly CWEO editors (David A. and Rachel ) are 

always looking for encouragement and contemplation pieces to  

balance out the notices. These can be quotes, photos, images (just 

ensure the images are copyright free or taken by yourself).  

There could even be a bit of poetry……. 

Contemplation Corner 

Encouragement 

Did I offer peace today? 

Did I bring a smile to someone’s face? 

Did I say words of healing? 

Did I let go of my anger and resentment? 

Did I forgive? 

Did I love? 

These are the real questions. 

 Henri Nouwen  

Day off: Please note that Monday is the day off for Rev Moses Agyam. 

Autumn is not here quite yet so 

we can still enjoy the beauty and 

exuberance of flowers. 

 



Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion HF    Harvest Festival WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  30th September 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

23rd Sept Rev F Al-Hassan   

25th Sept  Revd. M Agyam   

30th Sep J Rose (Foodbank)   

2nd Oct  Revd. K Allen  No Service 

7th Oct I Brown   

9th Oct  Revd. M Agyam P HF  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

