
  

 

 ‘Rich and Poor’ 

Sunday 25th  September 2022   

 10.30am 

Music beforehand :     
To be in your presence / Come, now is the time to worship/ Everyday God 
 
   
Welcome 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer 

Gracious God, give us the ears to hear your voice, 
the eyes to see your glory,  
the hearts to know your love 
and then the will to worship for you are God, we are your people. 
 
It is right that we offer you praise, bless our time together and bless 
us as we go 
that here and at home we may know your ceaseless presence 
in the power of your spirit in the name of our living Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

 
 

With grateful thanks to Twelve Baskets  for permission to use materials 

from ‘The Vine at Home’. 
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Hymn - All creatures of our God and King 

All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voice and with us sing, 
     Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
     O praise Him, O praise Him -  
     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
 ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 
Thou rising moon in praise rejoice, 
 ye lights of evening find a voice  
   O praise Him, O praise Him - 
   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Thou flowing water, pure and clear,  
make music for thy Lord to hear,   
Allleuia,   Alleluia  
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
 that givest man both warmth and light, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him 
 -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Dear mother earth who day by day,  
unfoldest blessings on our way, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 
The flowers and fruit that in thee grow, 
 Let them his glory also show, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him -  
   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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And all ye men of tender heart,  
forgiving others take your part 
   O sing ye, Alleluia. 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on him cast your care, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him 
 -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
And thou most kind and gentle death, 
 waiting to hush our latest breath, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 
Thou leadest home the child of God, 
 and Christ our Lord the way has trod,  
   O praise Him, O praise Him 
 -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship Him in humbleness, 
 O praise him, Alleluia. 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,  
and praise the Spirit, three in one, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him 
 -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 
     StF 99 St Francis of Assisi (b1182-1226) 
     Tr William Henry Draper (1855-1933) alt  
 
 
 
Reading:  Luke 16 : 19-31 NIV 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, 
covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s 
table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
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22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to  
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, 
where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 
Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on 
me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you  
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he 
is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between 
us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want 
to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to 
us.’ 
 
27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for 
I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come 
to this place of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but 
if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 “He said to 
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
 
Reading : 1 Timothy 6: 6-19 NIV 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing 
into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich 
fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is 
a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 
11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness,  
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight 
of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when 
you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In 
the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who 
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while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge 
you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time—
God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom 
no one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might forever. Amen. 
 
17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 
hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be gener-
ous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for them-
selves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life. 
 
Hymn: Lord, reign in me 

Over all the earth you reign on high 
Every mountain stream, every sunset sky 
But my one request, Lord my only aim 
Is that you'd reign in me again 
 

Lord reign in me, reign in your power 
Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour 
You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't you reign in me again 
 

Over every thought, over every word 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 
Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing 
So won't you reign in me again 
 

Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power…. 
                (repeat) 

       StF 63 Brenton Brown 
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Reflection on the Readings  published in The Vine at Home 
A little earlier in this chapter of Luke, we read:  
 

‘The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and 
they ridiculed him. So he said to them, “You are those who  
justify yourselves in the sight of others; but God knows your 
hearts; for what is prized by human beings is an abomination in 
the sight of God.”’ 

 

So Jesus is seeking to make the Pharisees examine themselves. Perhaps 
he hopes that their hearts might be softened and they may recognise 
the paths to true life and love. Is that what this story is also meant to do 
for us? 
 
Abraham is obdurate in the face of the rich man’s pleas for salvation for 
himself or his family – ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’  
This last comment certainly sounds as though it may be intended to  
reinforce the early Christian witness that Jesus had indeed risen from 
the dead and therefore his words should be regarded but may still be 
ignored. It certainly makes us uncomfortable, doesn’t it? 
 
- What about you – how do you make sense of this story? Does it rein-
force, or challenge some of your own thoughts, hopes or beliefs about 
the ‘afterlife’? 
 
- Is it meant as a story about what life-after-death might look like, or is it 
a metaphor, or a parable for a particular time and context? 
 
- How do we reconcile this with the ‘love wins’ God who we believe is 
always offering us grace, seventy-times-seven chances at redemption – 
do we really believe that grace disappears in death? 
 
- How do we engage in conversations about heaven, hell and the after-
life with our friends – both those who are Christians and those who are 
not, or not yet sure? 



7 

 

 
- Are there safe places in your church / church communities where we 
can address some of these difficult questions, air our doubts and  
uncertainties, explore our ‘not knowing’ together? 
 
 
 
Hymn : Be Thou my vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one 
 
Be thou my battle shield sword for the fight 
be thou my dignity thou my delight 
Thou mu souls shelter, thou my high tower 
Raise thou me heavenward O power of my power 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and thou only first in my heart 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art 
 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all 
 

    StF 545 Irish 8th century 
     tr by Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931) 
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The Lord’s prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we 
forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Grace 

May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
The love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, now and evermore.   Amen 

 
 

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we 
can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the 
phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself 
and encourage and help each other as part of your  

ongoing worship and care of one another.  


