
  

 

Title:  Jesus at ease with all kinds of people  

Sunday 30th October 2022 

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am): Morning by morn-
ing/ the heart of worship/Psalm 23/Lord reign in me. 

Call to worship John 4:21-24  
 

 Jesus declared to the Samaritan lady, “believe me, a time is 

coming when you will worship the Father neither on this moun-

tain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not 

know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is com-

ing and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and 

truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.   God is spirit, and his wor-

shippers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

Hymn – 10,000 Reasons 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before O my soul 

I’ll worship Your Holy name 
 

The sun comes up It’s a new day dawning 

It’s time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

Bless the Lord…. 
 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger 

Your name is great 

And Your heart is kind for all Your goodness 
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I will keep on singing ten thousand reasons 

For my heart to find. 
 

Bless the Lord… 
 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near 

And my time has come still my soul will 

Sing Your praise unending 

ten thousand years 

And then forevermore 
 

Bless the Lord… 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

Praise You Jesus – that with You – we can say what we think – be honest with 

You, 

Be who we are, 

Be real with You, 

This is so healing Jesus, 

And so, we praise You – praise You – worship You for this fact. 
  

Praise You – that when we have troubles – when life falls apart – we can turn 

to You for help and direction. 
  

Praise You – that Your transforming Spirit protects us from the sinful influences 

of the world. 

Praise You – that Your transforming Spirit changes our perspective on life. 

Praise You – that Your transforming Spirit changes our values and priorities – 

people become more important to us than things – than status. 

Praise You – that Your transforming Spirit humbles us – our pride is healed – 

what freedom this is. 

Praise You – that Your transforming Spirit makes us more inner secure. 

Praise You – that Your transforming Spirit results in You increasingly becoming 

more important to us. 

Godliness matters, 

Praise You Jesus – Spirit - Father. 

Amen 
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Prayer of Confession 

Jesus - we confess some of the issues in our lives that are barriers to content-

ment: 
  

Our lack of FORGIVENESS – often leading to BITTERNESS 
  

Our ENVY – we WANT what others have – we COVET what others have - we 

RESENT what others have, 
  

Our MATERIALISM – despite over whelming evidence to the contrary – we still 

think that money will make us happy, 
  

TRUE CONTENTMENT is only found in You Jesus – forgive our lack of desire of 

You, 
  

Forgive our lack of PASSION towards You, 
  

Forgive our lack of SACRIFICE towards You and that often we are not prepared 

to pay the costs of following You, 
 

Receive Jesus’ forgiveness... 

 Let’s say together the Lord’s Prayer... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

 



4 

 

Hymn: Faithful One 

Faithful one, so unchanging 

Ageless one, you’re my rock of peace 

Lord of all I depend on you 

I call out to you, again and again 

I call out to you, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 

You lift me up when I fall down 

All through the storm 

Your love is, the anchor 

My hope is in You alone 

Reading - Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus the Tax Collector 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  A man was there by the name 

of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see 

who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So 

he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was com-

ing that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 

down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came down at once 

and welcomed him gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 

sinner.” 

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give 

half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of any-

thing, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 

too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 Sermon 

 The first thing to note from this passage is how at ease Jesus was within all 

strata of society, including those like the wealthy chief tax collector Zacchaeus, 

who most us know was in the not so honest category. 
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Wealthy yes, but due to Zacchaeus’ dubious financial activities and the fact 

that he was collaborating with the Roman colonialists he would have been 

grossly disliked and ostracized and marginalized by his community 

Plus, viewed by the religious folk as a sinner. 

Regardless of all these factors Jesus reached out to him and invited Himself to 

stay at Zacchaeus’ house. Surely, Jesus’ example of outreach to the likes of the 

ostracized and marginalized Zacchaeus along with the likes of others not close 

to our religious-ness is a fine example for us to follow 

How comfortable are we in mirroring Jesus’ example? 

How many marks out of 10 do we give ourselves? 

The speaking, the relating to those not of our Christian sub-culture, the Zac-

chaeus’ of this world, is not a minor issue. It is a major issue in an evangelistic 

context. 

If we are to follow Jesus’ mission of seeking and saving the lost – that He out-

lined in our passage - we need to be comfortable – or at least not so uncom-

fortable - in speaking and relating to the lost – the people not of our sub-

culture 

How do we do this? By doing it. 

But the ultimate answer is to quest Jesus and his Spirit. One of the greatest 

works of Jesus’ Spirit is that we increasingly become comfortable and at peace 

within ourselves. And the consequence of this inner peace is that we become 

increasingly more comfortable in other people’s presence – regardless of who 

they are - and how they are. This is a major blessing. 

Jesus confirmed Zacchaeus had experienced salvation – evidenced by his re-

pentance and offer of restitution to those he had cheated. It appears that Zac-

chaeus’ inner changes were of an instant nature. But for many they are of a 

gradual nature. We need time to heal. Note Jesus chose Zacchaeus, not the 

other way round.  

A power drew him into Jesus’ saving arms. 

A power that is difficult to deny 

A power that pursues us throughout our lives 

Alleluia! 
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 Hymn – Amazing Grace 

 Amazing grace — how sweet the sound — 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed!   
 

         My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. 

         My God, my Saviour, has ransomed me. 

         And like a flood, his mercy reigns, 

         Unending love, amazing grace 
      

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine. 

But God who called me here below, will be forever mine. 

            My chains are gone, I’ve been set free….        

                          (repeat) 

Intercessions 

Jesus - we bring the following people and issues before You for Your touch on 
their and our lives 
  

First of all, we bring people who we know – or have been laid on our hearts – 
who need prayer – in particular people who are poorly 
  

Jesus - heal the Russia/Ukraine conflict 
  

Jesus – You reached out to Zacchaeus 

Guide us – lead us – to whom we are to reach out to 

A person – a family – perhaps, a group of people 
  

Jesus - heal us – heal us within 

Heal us - in order that others do not negatively impact on us 
  

Lord – like Zacchaeus – turn us away from our sin – especially that sin that we 
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constantly have to combat – and turn us around into Your healing arms 
  

Lord – lead us into greater Godliness 
  

We also pray for the people who are discipling other Christians  
  

Finally - Jesus are You calling us into Your saving arms  

We submit – we surrender – here we come 

Thank you, Lord 

Praise You – Father – Jesus – Spirit 

Love You – Father – Jesus – Spirit 

Amen 

 Hymn – To God be the glory  

To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in.  

          Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

          Let the earth hear His voice; 

          Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

          Let the people rejoice; 

          Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the  

             Son, 

          And give Him the glory; 

          great things He hath done. 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

To every believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our rapture when Jesus we see. 
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The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace: 

 

May the Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all, now and for evermore.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself and encourage and help each other as part of your  on-

going worship and care of one another.  

 

. 

 


