
Sunday 23rd October 2022 

Connecting with each other 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road and  

St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

Dear Friends,      The Jesus Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, 
have mercy on me. 

 

Today we welcome Phoebe and her family to Western Road as we celebrate her 
baptism. Baptism in the life of the Christian church is a precious and holy moment. 
 

Every time we baptise, we re-enact the first public baptism of Jesus and link our own 
baptism to his. And just as we believe that God was present at Jesus’ baptism at 
Jordan, so we believe he is especially present when we baptise Phoebe today. 
 

In every baptism, God says to us, ‘This is my beloved child’. 
 

There is a beautiful (albeit subtle) link between baptism and today’s lectionary from 
Luke’s Gospel, the parable of the Pharisee and the tax-collector (Luke 18:9-14). They 
both went to the temple to pray. We learn of two contrasting attitudes to prayer: the 
Pharisee’s prayer and the prayer of the tax-collector. The prayer of the Pharisee is 
condemned by Jesus as condescending and self-serving, even belittling and therefore 
all wrong! 
 

In contrast, the prayer of the tax collector is recommended as a humble prayer of 
repentance and confession: ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner’ (Luke 18:13). 
 

This short prayer of the tax-collector has come to be known in the (Eastern) Orthodox 
Church as the Jesus Prayer, and it is a way of praying that is greatly loved by countless 
Christians. The Jesus Prayer is one way of attaining inner prayer and centring the mind 
and ourselves on God. 
 

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner’ (Luke 18:13). Reciting the Jesus Prayer repeatedly 
helps to ‘put-away’ other distracting thoughts in order to focus on the total presence 
of Jesus. 
 

What happens in baptism is that God places a humble prayer in our hearts to pray 
every day of our lives: ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner’. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Moses. 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Elizabeth F, Alec G, Rex K, Jean K, Barbara K. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know 

that others are praying with you. 
 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine H with any prayer chain 

requests that you have.  

Come, O Christ the Light, and lead us. Come, O Christ the Life, and  

revive us. Come, O Christ the Physician and heal us. Come, O Christ, the 

Fire Divine, and kindle in our hearts the flame of your love. Amen.    

 Dimitri of Rostov (1651–1709)  
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Notices 

A Date for your Diary:   The Annual Pastoral Meeting is due to take place on  

Wednesday, November 9th at 7.30pm in the Upper Room at Western Road.   

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

Annual Thanksgiving Service :  Western Road, Sunday, 6th November 2022, at 3pm  
 

All are invited to attend an annual 

service of thanksgiving to  

commemorate those who have 

died in the past year(s). The service 

will include an act of remembrance 

where the names of those who 

have died will be read out, plus an opportunity for those who wish to light a candle 

of joyful remembrance for a loved one. 
 

If you would like the name of your loved one to be read out or be included in the 

printed order of service, please do send me their name as you would like it to be 

said or read.    Moses. 

Pam T and family wish to thank the church family for their prayers, encouragement 

and cards. So much support since loosing Mike has been much appreciated.  

The funeral service of Joyce F will take place on Thursday, 3rd November. There will 

be a church service at Western Road at 2:15 pm; followed by a Committal service 

at 3:30 pm at Chelmsford Crematorium.  
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Notices 

Contemplation Corner 

Graham Kendrick at Emmanuel: Tickets are still available for the Graham Kendrick 

concert at Emmanuel on Sunday 11 December at 7.00 pm. More details here: 

 Live at Emmanuel 2022: An evening with Graham Kendrick 

Billericay Choral Society’s Autumn concert on 1st November has unfortunately 

been cancelled. 

The Remap charity has a large range of specialist equipment available for free loan 

to anyone with a disability. The charity works throughout Essex and has a local 

agent. Full details can be found on leaflets in the information rack at Western Road 

and also at Queens Park.  

Updates from October Church Council Meeting (Wednesday, 12 October) 

The first part of our Autumn Church Council meeting took place last Wednesday at 

Western Road. The following give summary points of the meeting. We agreed on (1) 

becoming a prayerful Church by practising community prayer to actively pray  

together for our church, one another and our communities - more information to 

appear in CWEO. (2) We shall move to the pattern of receiving Holy Communion 

monthly as a regular means of grace and deepening faith. (3) Conversation is still 

ongoing on the best way to sustain online and home worship now that we’ve come 

out of the pandemic - further conversation to be had at the November Church  

Council. (4) We have Anniversary Services coming up – Queens Park celebrates its 

20th Anniversary on Friday, 16th December, at Pause for Thought. In 2024, BMC 

celebrates a centenary – ideas about how we mark this milestone are welcome.  

(5) Youth and children’s work (Inters and Rock solid) on Fridays and pre-school  

continues to be essential outreach work for us, and we are looking to explore how 

to move it forward. (6) Pastorally, we heard about the passing of Mike T and Joyce F 

and gave thanks for their lives. Our Annual Thanksgiving service to remember loved 

ones this year is on Sunday, 3rd November, at 3:00 pm at Western Road. On a 

more joyful note, we also heard the news that Mike and Sue H have recently  

welcomed their latest grandson, Henry Thomas, at Manchester!! We also look for to 

celebrating the Baptism of Philothea A on Sunday, 23rd of October.   
 

In the Spring/Summer of next year, we shall revisit the conversation on the  

Marriage and Relationship Report – ‘God in Love Unites Us’. 

From the fullness of His grace we have all      

 

  received one blessing after another.    

 

  John 1:16 

https://revpacman.com/2022/07/19/11924/


Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 
from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 
worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join the online service at least 15 

minutes  before. 

P Parade S   Communion HF    Harvest Festival WL Worship Leader 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting David A. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

 

Minister:  Revd. Moses Agyam 

                01277 623085 

moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk 

(Please note the Minister’s day off is  

Monday). 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 
 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 28th October 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 
Queens Park 

Friday 11:45am 

Western Road 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Herongate 
Sunday 10:30 am 

21st Oct M Smith    

23rd Oct  Revd. M Agyam   

28th Oct S Mayo   

30th Oct  G Hanton I Brown 

4th Nov A Davis   

6th Nov  Revd. M Agyam S  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:moses.agyam@methodist.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

