
  

 

 ‘Harvest’ 

Sunday 9th  October 2022   

 10.30am 

Music beforehand :    Jesus draw me ever nearer / The UK Blessing / For 
the beauty of the earth (Rutter) 
   
Welcome 
 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer 

God is love, and where true love is God Himself is there. 
Loving Father, be with us now renewing us with your creative love. 
Loving Son, be with us now bringing forgiveness through your  
     saving love. 
Loving Spirit, be with us now strengthening us with your sustaining 
      love.  
Loving God, Father, Son and Spirit, as we worship may we be built  
      up in love.    
Amen. 

 
 
 

With grateful thanks to Christian Aid and CAFOD for permission to use 

materials from their harvest service materials. 
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The Lord’s prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Hymn:  How Great Thou art 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy Hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed, 

  Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
   How great Thou art! How great Thou art!   X2  
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.. 
 
And when I think, that God his Son not sparing, 
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in.  
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.. 
 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!" 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee…. 
 

     StF 82 Stuart K Hine (1899-1989) 
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Reading:  John 6 : 1-13 NIV 
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee 
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him 
because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then 
Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The 
Jewish Passover Festival was near. 
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he 
said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He 
asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going 
to do. 
7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to 
buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 
9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how 
far will they go among so many?” 
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in 
that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 
11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who 
were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather 
the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered 
them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves 
left over by those who had eaten. 
 
 
 
Hymn:   We plough the fields and scatter 

We plough the fields and scatter, the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand; 
he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine and soft refreshing rain. 

 All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 
 then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 
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He only is the maker of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 
the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us his children, he gives our daily bread. 

All good gifts around  us…. 
 

We thank  thee, then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food: 
accept the gifts we offer for all  thy love imparts; 
and what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts. 

    All good gifts around  us….   x2 
 
     StF 130 Matthias Claiudius (1740-18-15) 
 
 
 
 
Talk   from Christian Aid’s Harvest resources  
 
They were always fed – the 5000 on the hill, the 12 in the upper room, 
his friends on the beach. Fed to bursting and there were leftovers  
besides. No skimping anywhere to be seen.  
 
And he was always sitting at table with people he claimed as his own - 
the tax collectors and sinners, Mary and Martha, Zacchaeus, and his 
friends on the Emmaus Road. Wherever he was, people were fed.  
Wherever you found him, he was sharing bread. What a model for us  
today. 
 
When we share together, all sorts of feeding takes place – minds open, 
hearts and spirits sit down together, the present is sated and the future 
is nourished. When we share like family at your table, we meet and  
remember who Jesus was and who he calls us to be. Communion, eating 
together, sharing with unconstrained generosity and justice, that is the 
harvest that feeds Christ’s vision. 
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Talking Points from Christian Aid’s Harvest resources  

 
Christian Aid’s vision is of a world free from poverty and hunger – where 
everyone has enough. In the face of famine, seeing it fuelled by the triple 
threat of Covid, conflict and climate change, it could be tempting to 
shake your head and sadly say 'Impossible! That’s too big a mountain to 
climb.' We need to focus on charity at home, but we share a planet 
Home, too.  
 
Across the Horn of Africa, 18.4m people are regularly going hungry. 
 
7.1 million children are malnourished, including 2 million severely  
malnourished children. Projections indicate that 25.3 million people in 
the Horn of Africa will face high levels of food insecurity in the coming 
months ... our sisters and brothers. 
 
But we are called to be united by hope – a hope that will not be silent or 
stalled. And we must not be seduced by the word impossible. We can 
make a difference. We can save lives. In 2011, the world saw famine 
stalking, heard the cries but didn’t recognise the danger in time, did not 
respond, listened to ‘impossible’ and millions died. 
 
In 2017, it came again, but this time, the world moved quickly –  
coordinated efforts, and millions were saved. We united in hope, came 
together, said ‘it is possible’ and made it happen. 
And today? 
 
Today, we celebrate harvest together as the body of Christ. We gather to 
celebrate and give thanks for the gifts we have been given. We gather to 
celebrate a love that calls us family, and family shares. Body of Christ, 
Family of God, anything is possible when we stand together. 
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Closing Prayer   from CAFOD’s harvest materials 
 
May we reach out in love 
 

God of abundance, 
you entrust to our care 
your gift of creation, 
our common home. 
Open our ears to hear 
the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the poor. 
 
God of justice, 
you show us how to live in 
gratitude and solidarity. 
Open our mouths to speak out, 
challenging greed and inequality, 
and standing up for all among us 
in desperate need of food. 
 
God of hope, 
you share with us your vision 
of a world renewed. 
Open our hearts to compassion. 
As we hold before you 
the people of East Africa, 
may we reach out in love. 
 

   Amen.  
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Hymn:  Will you come and follow me 
Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see 

if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 

and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in me? 

 

Will you love the ‘you' you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 

to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 
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Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 
 
 

StF 673  John L. Bell (b. 1949) & Graham Maude (b. 1958) 
     

 

 

The Grace 

May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
The love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, now and evermore.   Amen 

 
 

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we 
can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the 
phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself 
and encourage and help each other as part of your  

ongoing worship and care of one another.  


