
  

 

Sunday 13th November 2022   

 10.30am 

Music beforehand :    For the beauty of the earth / Come now is the time to 
worship  /  Hope Reflection 

 
Announcement:     This service will be the last in the current format.  
 
Welcome 
 
Hymn:  Great is Thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness, "O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

"Great is Thy faithfulness!" 
"Great is Thy faithfulness!" 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
"Great is Thy faithfulness," Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

"Great is Thy faithfulness!"…. 

With grateful thanks to Twelve Baskets for permission to use materials from 

‘The Vine at Home’. 

 ‘Remembrance, new heavens and earth’ 
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Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

"Great is Thy faithfulness!"… x2 
 

    StF 51 Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960) 
 

 Opening Prayer   

This is the Lord’s Day, and on this day of remembrance, we come to you in  
worship, in gratitude, and in prayers for peace. 
 
As we remember wars past, we also grieve for wars current, and pray for future 
peace, show us how to follow you as we pray, as we listen, as we sing, as we 
share and reflect today. 
 
Come here, into this sacred space, this ordinary space, this space of love and 
healing and peace, by your Spirit, Lord. 
 
Compassionate and steadfast Lord of all, 
As we come today to worship you, 
To remember what has been, 
and commemorate the lives lost in the pursuit of peace, 
we bring all that we have and are now into your presence. 
 
We come to say sorry, knowing that you forgive and accept us, just as we are. 
 
We come to praise you and give thanks. 
 
We ask that the songs of praise may be like honey to your ears, 
that our words of confession and forgiveness will be like a balm to us, and to 
everyone around us, and, that we will grow closer to you and to those in our 
community, our family and our neighbourhood, as we remember, listen, learn, 
and pray. 
 
Thanks be to God.     Amen. 
 

  Prayer by Sheila Matthews and Tim Baker 
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The Lord’s prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

Reading:  Isaiah 65: 17-25 NIV 
17 “See, I will create 
    new heavens and a new earth. 
The former things will not be remembered, 
    nor will they come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I will create, 
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 
    and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem 
    and take delight in my people; 
the sound of weeping and of crying 
    will be heard in it no more. 
20 “Never again will there be in it 
    an infant who lives but a few days, 
    or an old man who does not live out his years; 
the one who dies at a hundred 
    will be thought a mere child; 
the one who fails to reach a hundred 
    will be considered accursed. 
21 They will build houses and dwell in them; 
    they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, 
    or plant and others eat. 
For as the days of a tree, 
    so will be the days of my people; 
my chosen ones will long enjoy 
    the work of their hands. 
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23 They will not labour in vain, 
    nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; 
for they will be a people blessed by the Lord, 
    they and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; 
    while they are still speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox, 
    and dust will be the serpent’s food. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain,” 
says the Lord. 

 
Reading: Luke 21: 5-19 NIV 
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 
beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what 
you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; 
every one of them will be thrown down.” 
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the 
sign that they are about to take place?” 
8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When 
you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen 
first, but the end will not come right away.” 
10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various 
places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 
12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you 
over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear  
testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you 
will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of 
your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even 
by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your 
head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life. 
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Hymn:   O Lord, my God (How great Thou art) 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy Hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed, 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! x2 

 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.. 
 
And when I think, that God his Son not sparing, 
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in. 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.. 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

    And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!" 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee…. 
 

      StF82 Stuart K Hine (1899 -1989) 
 
 

Responding to the readings: written by Lucy Zwolinska in The Vine at home 
 

Isaiah 65 is a promise. “See I will create a new heavens and a new earth!” - the 
broken world we live in is not the end; darkness will not have the final word. 
One way to read God’s promises throughout the Bible is that they are some-
thing we have no part in, something beyond us, that if we passively hang 
around we might get to see these promises completed. Or otherwise it might 
be something we are rewarded with when we die for a life faithfully lived - 
nothing to do with this life or this world. 
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Today, however, I’d like to suggest that we are called, as Christ-followers, to 
be active participants in bringing about God’s promise for a new heaven and a 
new earth in the here and now. We are called to get stuck in bringing them 
about. 
 

Luke 21 is another kind of prophesy; Jesus speaking of the trials and tribula-
tions to come for his followers. Some theologians think that these times that 
Jesus speak of are end times; the birthing pains for the new heavens and the 
new earth. Others believe that these times came not long after Jesus’s death, 
perhaps even in the disciples’ own life times - they did, after all, experience 
their fair share of persecution. When do you think these times of war,  
betrayal, earthquakes, famines and pestilences refers to? 
 

I look around at the world and I see signs of great hope. Hope that a new  
heaven and a new earth is being born into existence now. Walking through the 
countryside as the shadows grow long and the swallows swoop and dive, I 
think I see a glimpse of God’s creation that is full of joy and celebration. 
Meeting a friend’s brand-new baby recently, I was caught with a lump in my 
throat at the reminder that God is constantly making new things. 
 

But I also look around and see that the world is caught up in the crises that 
Jesus predicts in Luke 21. This winter we know that the cost of living crisis is 
exacerbating poverty and increasing inequality. 2022 has been a year in which 
we’ve been reminded that war in Europe is not a thing of the past, and that 
mindless violence at the hands of cruel dictators is still a reality of this world 
and for too many people’s lives. 
 

What do we do with this? With daily struggle we see between joy and hope 
and rejoicing, and pain and suffering and strife? In all of this, remember: God 
is God. God is creating a new heaven and a new earth. Even if sometimes it 
feels like the darkness is winning, God continues to whisper hope into being. 
 

Some questions for reflection, perhaps you might like to think about one or 
more of these with a friend or neighbour this week: 
 

- What signs of hope are you seeing? 
 

- And what signs of end times? 
 

- What do you think you might be called to do to bring God’s promises about? 
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A Blessing  

On this day of remembrance, 
may you go out into the world and remember, 
be present to those around you, 
may you appreciate the big story that you are a part of, 
 
And may the prince of peace rule in your heart. 
Amen.        
      prayer by Tim Baker 

 
 
 
Hymn:  I, the Lord of sea and sky 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my words to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord... 
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I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will send the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord... 
 

    StF 663  Daniel L Schutte (b. 1947)  
 
The Grace 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
The love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, now and evermore.   Amen 

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 
For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 

join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  
For those without internet access why not get on the phone 
to someone in similar circumstances to yourself and encour-
age and help each other as part of your  ongoing worship and 
care of one another.  

This service will be the last in the current format.  
 

We hope that you have found this series of online services, and these  
text copies of those services, helpful. 
 

We are exploring options for our online presence in the future. 
 

Links to all our online services, and the service sheets for those  
services, back to April 2020 are available at: 
https://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/ 

https://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/

